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Abstract

Although proverbs have particular structure and meaning, some
rhetoric features can enrich them and increase the range of their
meaning potential. One of these features is symbol. This study aims to
analyze the animal symbols in some proverbs. To this aim, some
animal symbols in proverbs mentioned in Bahmanyari will be
qualitatively and quantitatively analyzed. There will be some
statistical data presented as well as some samples qualitatively
investigated in which the name of animals is mentioned, namely,
non/domestic animals, birds, and insects. The research method is
descriptive-analytic and the sample analysis consists of 6047 proverbs
extracted from Bahmanyari. The findings suggest that the frequency
of the animal symbols ranges from 48.6% (the highest) for domestic
animals to 8.7 (the lowest) for birds. Some reasons could be attributed
to objectification of abstract concepts, aesthetic features of proverbs,
brevity, avoiding direct expression, and euphemism.
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