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Themes, rituals and public beliefs in Rumi’s Ruba’i
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Abstract

The study of popular culture in literary works is one of the approaches
that may be useful for interdisciplinary studies such as the social
sciences, ethnology, cultural research etc. In addition to represent the
ancient culture of a society, these studies reveal the differences and
distances between today's society and the past. Reflections on
traditions, science and popular belief can also be found in literary
texts. Thus, literary texts can potentially transfer these socio-cultural
propositions to readers of next generation. The goal of the present
study was to determine the frequency and the manner one can apply
these beliefs to Rumi’s Ruba’i. The research has been organized in
two areas: "Reflection of social customs and habits in Rumi's Rubai
“and "Reflection of popular beliefs in Rumi's Ruba’i. The results
showed high frequency of these beliefs in Rumi’s Ruba’i. In addition,
the present study showed that the poet was not only the narrator of
certain rituals and beliefs of his time; but also he has concentrated on
the artistic thematization by rendering the current thoughts mystic,
religious and anthropological for his addressee.

Keywords: Rumi, Ruba’l, Public themes and beliefs, Folklore,
Customs.
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