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Comparison of Nezami’s Kosrow & Shirin with folk
Kurdish counterpart by Mam Ahmad Lotfi: A
mythological approach
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Abstract

Shirin and Farhad collection; the Kurdish version of Nezami’s original
work by Mam Ahmad Lotfi is one of the popular examples of this
genre. This work has a simple and fluid language, which narrates the
history of Shirin and Farhad with a legendary structure. In the Kurdish
version, with the exception of the names of the characters, the main
course of events and the general framework of the story are different.
The story of this poem is based on the evaluation of the myth content
of the subcategory of legends in which a dragon catches a girl until
rescued by her hero. Nevertheless, the comparative study of both
poems from the viewpoint of the mythological manifestations
indicates the infrastructure and the common theme of these works.
Thus, Khosrow (in Khosrow and Shirin) and Farhad (in the Kurdish
version) are considered the martyred god of fertility, with the
difference that in the Kurdish version, Farhad, like the other gods of
fertility, has no resurrection. In both stories, Shirin plays the role of
goddess of fertility and love in different ways. The subject and
function of the myth of fertility historically represent the period of
agriculture and philosophically reflect the resurrection of man in the
other world.

Keywords: Shirin , Farhad , Kurdish Manzumah , Khosrow and
Shirin, Fertility
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