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Abstract

Alexander the Macedonian has had a great influence on Persian
history and literature. On the one hand he is called evil and on the
other hand he is known as an idealist king and an elected prophet. In
popular literature, Alexander has been also appeared in the form of a
champion and kingdom of the country, adventurous with divine fervor
and a Prophet to promote religion. One of the popular texts, partly
devoted to the life of Alexander is Darab Nameh Tarsusi. An
interesting point is that Alexander as presented in Darab Nameh
Tarsusi differs mainly from other Alexanders already figured out in
Shahnameh, Sharafnameh, Igbal Nameh, and caliisthenes’ Eskandar
Nameh. In other words; he is no longer the powerful king of Persian
literature as outlined in Darab Nameh Tarsusi. In the latter, several
and diverse strategies have been set in order to challenge the sanctity
and power of this legendary king. Thus the main objective of this
research is to present and classify these strategies. In this study, the
recognition of Alexander's personality in Darab Nameh Tarsusi has
been the focus of attention. It is clear that the differences in the
characterization of Tarsusi shed light on the ways of Alexander's de-
authorization. The results indicated that fictional universe of Darab-
Nameh encompasses lots of events and incidents in itself in order to
de authorize from Alexander. Moreover, with the weak personality
represented by Alexander and the creation of other powerful
personalities including Pourandokht, which darkens the authority of
Alexander, the crown of the kingdom of Iran in the world of narrative
was taken from the Greek usurper.

Keywords: Alexander; Eskandar Nameh; De authorization;
Pourandokht , Darab —Nameye Tarsusi.
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