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Abstract

Beyond their communicative function, the Iranian dialects preserve a
substantial portion of Iran's historical memory and cultural identity, retaining
numerous archaic layers of the Persian language. The Kashani dialect is one
such variety that remained in active use alongside Standard Persian until a
few centuries ago. However, with the expansion of the standard language,
formal education, and profound socio-cultural transformations, a
considerable part of its lexical heritage has gradually fallen into disuse.
Although several dialect dictionaries and descriptive studies have
documented aspects of the Kashani vernacular, the historical origins and
internal linguistic structure of many colloquial lexical items remain
unexplored and have rarely been examined from the perspectives of
historical linguistics and etymology. The present study investigates the
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morphological structure, etymology, phonological development, and
semantic evolution of ten surviving lexical items from the spoken Persian of
Kashan. It argues that, contrary to common assumptions, these words are not
arbitrary colloquialisms but rather relics of earlier stages of Persian and of
the historical dialect of Kashan.

Keywords: Kashan; Kashani Persian; historical Kashani dialect; R[Jji
dialect; spoken Persian.

Introduction and Theoretical Background

The study of Iranian dialects extends far beyond the documentation of
regional vocabulary; it provides an essential means for reconstructing the
linguistic and cultural history of Iran. Many lexical forms still preserved in
contemporary local dialects are, in fact, survivals from Middle Persian, Old
Persian, or other Iranian languages that have either disappeared or undergone
substantial modification in Standard Persian. Consequently, structural and
etymological analyses of such forms contribute significantly to clarifying the
historical development of the Persian lexicon (Hasan-Dust, 2014).

Historical and literary sources likewise attest to the existence of a distinct
indigenous dialect in Kashan alongside written Persian until relatively recent
centuries. Evidence for this dialect appears in the Fahlaviyat poems, the
works of RUOvandl], the historical accounts of ° Im[(ld al-D[n al-
Is fah[In[1, and local chronicles such as the History of Kashan (Rl vand[],
1955; ¢ Iml(]d al-D0n al-Is fah(Inl], 1999; Z arr(1bl1, 1977). Although
studies such as The Raji Dialect of Hanjan, The Persian Dialect of Qom,
Dictionary of the Millennia-old Language of the Jews of Kashan, and other
investigations of the Central Iranian dialects have documented numerous
lexical, phonological, and grammatical features, they have primarily
remained descriptive in nature. The historical origins of many colloquial
words in Kashani Persian, together with the linguistic mechanisms
responsible for their development, therefore continue to require systematic
etymological investigation.
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Research Objectives, Questions, and Hypothesis

The principal objective of this study is to investigate the morphological
structure, phonological evolution, etymology, and semantic development of
ten lexical items preserved in the spoken Persian of Kashan, namely talafe,
khune-kha, danabe/danyabe, kare, hader, ham-pache,
handat/handotemu, haviiq, and yahovdey.

The research addresses the following questions:

e Through which morphological structures and phonological processes

have these lexical items developed?

o What are the historical origins and etymological roots of each word?

e How are these forms related to Middle Persian, Old Persian, other

Iranian dialects, or Arabic?

e Can they legitimately be regarded as survivals of the historical

dialect of Kashan?

The central hypothesis proposes that the majority of these lexical items
are not rootless colloquialisms or accidental popular formations. Rather, they
represent inherited or transformed forms originating in earlier stages of
Persian or other Iranian languages, whose present forms have emerged
through regular phonological developments, morphological processes, and
semantic change over the course of linguistic history.

Data Collection and Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach within the framework of
historical linguistics. The primary corpus consists of lexical items collected
through direct observation of living speech among elderly native speakers of
Kashan, supplemented by extensive evidence drawn from written sources.
Each lexical item was examined using etymological dictionaries, general and
dialectal lexicons, historical and literary texts, studies in historical
linguistics, and relevant Arabic sources.

The analysis of every entry was conducted according to four
complementary criteria: (1) morphological structure, (2) phonological
development, (3) historical origin and etymology, and (4) semantic
evolution. Whenever available, textual attestations from historical sources
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were employed to support, refine, or challenge the proposed etymological
interpretations.

Analysis and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that all of the lexical items examined possess
identifiable historical backgrounds and that their present forms represent the
outcome of gradual developments within the Persian phonological and
lexical systems. Recurring linguistic processes include syllable reduction,
phoneme assimilation, consonantal shifts such as /b/ — /p/, Ifl — /bl, /2] —
/&, and /q/ — /x/, as well as the reduction of compound structures—
developments widely attested throughout Iranian dialectology.

The analysis of talafe suggests that it represents a shortened form of
tafaleh, itself derived from the Arabic thufalah. Accordingly, the traditional
assumption that tafaleh originated in Persian appears to be unsupported by
the available linguistic evidence.

The study of khune-kha goes beyond the conventional interpretation as a
compound of khaneh ("house™) and khah (“'desire™), proposing instead that it
developed historically from khanagah. Both phonological correspondence
and functional similarity lend considerable support to this hypothesis.

The lexical forms danabe/danyabe are argued to derive from dahan-
yafe, itself historically connected with the Middle Persian verb wiyaftan ("'to
open the mouth"). Their development also appears to be associated with a
wider lexical family relating to yawning and the opening of the mouth.

The word kare, denoting both "mold" and "spider web," is shown to be
motivated by the underlying semantic notion of "something woven." This
interpretation explains its relationship with the broader lexical family built
upon the Persian root kar, including words associated with weaving,
craftsmanship, and textile production.

Earlier proposals deriving hader from hdazer-bash or the Arabic h adhir
were critically reassessed. The evidence instead favors its derivation from
havadar ("guardian,” "protector'), ultimately connected with the Persian
idiom hava-ye kasi ra dashtan ("'to look after someone"), both semantically
and structurally.
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The study likewise argues that ham-pache represents a historical
development of ham-baze rather than bearing any connection with pache
("trouser leg"). Instead, it belongs to the lexical family of hambaz and anbaz,
reflecting the concept of shared participation or common affiliation.

Similarly, handat and handotemu are interpreted as descendants of
hendakht and hendakhteman, which underwent progressive phonological
reduction and dialectal simplification before reaching their present forms.

The lexical item haviq is compared with the older forms hambagh,
hanbagh, and anbagh, and a plausible pathway of historical phonological
development is proposed to account for its contemporary pronunciation.

Finally, the Kashani adverb yahovdey, meaning "suddenly," is
interpreted as historically related to the older Persian form havazi and the
colloquial expressions yeho and yek-ho. Its present meaning is therefore
viewed as the outcome of a gradual semantic and phonological evolution of
earlier lexical structures.

Taken together, the analyses demonstrate that the proposed etymologies
are supported by the convergence of three complementary categories of
evidence: phonological, morphological, and semantic. Although the scarcity
of historical documentation prevents definitive conclusions in certain cases,
the cumulative linguistic evidence strongly supports the view that these
lexical items preserve archaic layers of Persian and constitute genuine
survivals of the historical dialect of Kashan.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that a substantial portion of the colloquial
vocabulary of Kashani Persian, contrary to widespread assumptions, consists
of authentic historical lexical survivals that have endured through natural
processes of linguistic change. These words possess not only considerable
linguistic significance but also represent an integral component of Kashan's
cultural heritage and historical identity. Their documentation, etymological
analysis, and systematic preservation are therefore essential for
reconstructing the historical development of Persian, advancing research on
Iranian dialectology, and safeguarding Iran's intangible linguistic heritage.
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More broadly, the study illustrates that the integrated examination of
phonological, morphological, semantic, and historical evidence provides a
robust methodological framework for explaining the origins of dialectal
vocabulary and for reassessing a number of widely accepted but
insufficiently supported etymological interpretations.
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