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Abstract

The present study seeks to investigate and analyze a local legend in
the Papi tribe (Lorestan), known as the legend of Shul-e Gad, and its
relationship with and impact on the political life of this
tribe. Gad among the Papi people means a hornless goat, and Shul-e
Gad is the narrative of a legendary goat, a disciple of Geymed (Prince
Ahmad), the sacred Imamzadeh of the Papi tribe, which is killed by
his enemies. The Papi people, the Hivedi clan (from the Bakhtiari
tribe), and some other clans, by referring to this legend, refrain from
slaughtering the Gad goat and consider eating it forbidden. Based on
this legend, they also believe that a scorpion's sting never affects
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them, and if someone dies from a scorpion sting, they must certainly
not be of the pure lineage of these clans. This article, while analyzing
this mythical narrative using ethnographic methods—specifically a
combination of data from in-depth interviews, participant observation,
and analysis of historical sources—seeks to answer the question of
why and how these clans and tribes construct such a narrative, and
what functions such narratives have had in the tribal life of these
people. The results of this study show that various tribes and clans of
Lorestan and Bakhtiari, by adhering to such legends, distinguish
between self and other, construct a sacred/secular identity, and thereby
strengthen their internal solidarity and cohesion to prevent the decline
and collapse of their tribal structure.

Keywords: Prince Ahmad, Shul-e Gad, Papi Tribe, Myth, The
Sacred.

Research Background

The Papi tribe maintains a complex socio-political structure
characterized by multiple competing lineages rather than a unified
hierarchy. Traditional anthropological studies of tribal societies, such
as those by Amanollahi (1997) and Safinezhad (2002), have typically
emphasized geographical territory, kinship networks, or political
organization as the primary bonds of tribal unity. However, the Papi
case challenges these conventional frameworks, as their cohesion
persists despite frequent migrations, fluid lineage affiliations, and the
absence of a singular ancestral narrative. (Papi, 1999)

What makes the Papi particularly intriguing is their unique cultural
system, marked by distinct dialects, oral traditions, and especially the
pervasive Shoul Gad myth. This sacred narrative has been transmitted
through generations, not merely as folklore but as a living tradition
that actively shapes tribal identity and social relations. The myth's
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endurance suggests that symbolic systems may play an equally
important role as material or political factors in maintaining tribal
cohesion.

The Papi's situation - where multiple khans compete for authority
while the tribe faces external pressures (see Feilberg, 1952, p.82)-
presents an ideal case to examine myth's role in social cohesion. By
focusing on this understudied aspect of tribal society, the research
aims to contribute new insights into the interplay between symbolic
systems and social organization in nomadic communities.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

This study seeks to unravel the intricate relationship between myth
and social cohesion by examining the Shoul Gad narrative within the
Papi tribe. Its primary goal is to demonstrate how sacred stories
function as mechanisms of tribal unity, particularly in societies where
political structures are fluid and kinship ties are fragmented. The
research aims to move beyond conventional anthropological
frameworks that prioritize geography or consanguinity, instead
highlighting the role of collective belief systems in maintaining social
order.

Central to this investigation are two pivotal questions. First, how
does the Shoul Gad myth create and sustain boundaries between the
Papi tribe and neighboring groups? This inquiry probes the myth's
capacity to forge a distinct tribal identity through symbolic markers
like dietary taboos and claims of divine protection. Second, can a
tribal society maintain its integrity without such sacred narratives
when faced with political instability and external threats? This
question challenges traditional notions of tribal cohesion by testing
whether symbolic systems can compensate for structural weaknesses.


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 14, No.69
Autumn 2026
Research Article

N <

s Tl

Main Discussion

The myth of Shoul Gad serves as a cornerstone of identity and
cohesion for the Papi tribe, a nomadic community in Lorestan. At its
core, the myth recounts the story of a sacred, hornless goat (Gad)
associated with the saint Geymed. According to tribal lore, the goat is
killed by enemies, prompting divine retribution in the form of
scorpions raining from the sky. This narrative not only distinguishes
the Papi from neighboring tribes but also embeds a sacred/secular
binary into their collective consciousness. By abstaining from
consuming the Gad goat and believing in their immunity to scorpion
stings, the Papi reinforce their unique identity, framing outsiders as
"unholy" or "other".

The socio-political structure of the Papi tribe further underscores
the myth’s significance. Unlike centralized tribal systems, the Papi
operate under a decentralized hierarchy, with power distributed among
multiple khans, independent clans, and peasant lineages. In this
context, Shoul Gad functions as a stabilizing force, transcending
political divisions. The myth fosters a shared sense of belonging,
compensating for the lack of a unified ancestry. Rituals like
the Geymed "Alam™ processions—where sacred verses are recited and
symbolic green cloths distributed—further cement this unity,
transforming the myth into a lived experience. (Ebrahimi, 2020).
the Papi case diverges by highlighting how sacred myths can override
even the most fragmented political systems. Ultimately, Gad is not
merely folklore but a socio-political scaffold, enabling the Papi to
navigate instability while preserving their distinct identity.

Conclusion

The myth of Gad emerges as a vital mechanism for sustaining the
socio-political fabric of the Papi tribe. By analyzing this sacred
narrative, the study demonstrates how myths transcend their symbolic
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role to become active forces in tribal cohesion. The Papi’s
decentralized structure, marked by competing khans and fragmented
lineages, creates inherent instability. Yet, the collective belief in
Gad—manifested through taboos, rituals, and oral traditions—
provides a unifying framework that bridges these divisions. The
tribe’s avoidance of the Gad goat and their perceived immunity to
scorpion stings reinforce a sacred identity, distinguishing them from
neighboring groups while fostering internal solidarity.

This research challenges conventional anthropological definitions
of tribes, which often prioritize kinship or territorial unity. Instead, it
highlights the role of shared myths in constructing identity,
particularly in nomadic societies where political and ancestral ties are
fluid. The Papi case suggests that sacred narratives can function as
social glue, offering stability in the absence of rigid hierarchies.
Ultimately, Shoul Gad exemplifies how cultural symbols endure as
living traditions, shaping not just belief systems but the very structures
that sustain communities over time.
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