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Abstract

Despite their apparent simplicity, folktales contain deep, meaningful,
dynamic structures that function as semiotic models for managing
personal and social affairs. This study analyzes six Laki folktales
using a combined methodological approach that draws on the Tartu—
Moscow School (particularly Lotman’s semiotics) as well as Jungian
analytical psychology. From the perspective of the structural-dynamic
semiotics of the Tartu—Moscow School, the tales are examined
through their semiospheres; based on Jungian semiotics, they are
analyzed through archetypes such as the Hero, the Wise Old Man, the
Shadow, the Anima, and others—archetypes that operate as forces of
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organization and unification. The central question of this research
concerns the proposed patterns and secondary cultural models
embedded in these tales for restoring order: what are they, and how do
they function? The findings indicate that the shared episodes of these
tales depict a multi-stage process involving the displacement of signs,
shifts in perspective, and the defense or action of natural elements.
They also present parallel patterns of semiotic translation, semantic
explosion, and the reconstruction of order. From Jung’s perspective,
this process reflects collective individuation; from Lotman’s point of
view, it is a reconstruction of the semiosphere. The tales implicitly
offer clear recommendations—such as disrupting harmful structures,
transforming descriptions, exercising courage in reordering and
respecting nature (even in its unpleasant aspects).

Keywords: Organizational patterns; Laki folktales; semiosphere;
secondary cultural modeling; archetype.

Introduction

Research Background

Previous studies—such as Zabihnia and Sangaki (2012), Rezvanian
and Ghafouri (2015), and Sheikhlovand and Mastalizade (2016) have
focused primarily on ethical and managerial aspects in classical texts.
None, however, have examined these tales through the structural-
dynamic semiotics of the Tartu—Moscow School or through Jung’s
symbolic semiotics, nor have they investigated the semiotic
mechanisms of organization, the prominent archetypes, and their
unifying and reformative functions within these folktales.

Goals, Questions, and Hypotheses

The primary aim of this study is to examine six Laki folktales with
respect to the patterns they embed for organizing and managing
affairs.
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This inquiry raises three questions:

1. What patterns and recommendations for governance and
organization are presented in these tales?

2. In which spheres and within which narrative signs are these
models embedded?

3. How can these models be decoded and analyzed?

Discussion and Analysis
In this study, a combined methodological approach is used to examine
and analyze the semiotic elements embedded in the selected tales.
Based on the Tartu—Moscow School’s semiotics, the semiosphere
reflected in the narratives and the episodic isomorphism allow us to
identify shared structural segments among the tales. These segments
are then analyzed through Lotman’s semiotic concepts of boundary,
translation, and explosion. In certain cases, Jungian archetypal
analysis is also applied to reveal the functions of archetypes such as
the Hero, the Wise Old Man, the Shadow, the Anima, and the Animus.
Laki folktales constitute a subset of the Iranshahr semiosphere, in
which ethnic boundaries connect to a mythic cultural center.
Understanding this semiosphere within the selected tales—along with
analyzing how they present cultural-social patterns of organization—is
significant both for gaining deeper insight into the tales and for
recognizing their reformative mechanisms. Moreover, this analysis
helps illuminate the disorders within society, their causes, and the
unifying and organizational elements embedded in the cultural fabric.
Across these tales, similar linguistic, behavioral, and visual sign
systems appear, all pointing toward the value of wisdom and the
heroes’ reliance on the insightful guidance of helpers—whether
prophets, sages that are symbols of knowledge and wisdom (see
Delashoe, 2007/14b), or supernatural beings. In all six tales, the
heroes, by listening to their helpers—who in Jungian theory symbolize
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the Wise Old Man, Anima, or Animus—undergo a shift in perspective
and, through wisdom, transform disorder into order. In terms of
cultural semiotics, this shift may be regarded as the attainment of an
ideological viewpoint.

In most of the tales, the hero practices patience, endures strenuous
tasks, and undergoes significant hardship in order to achieve the
desired goal.

Respect for nature and its manifestations, as well as an emphasis on
the necessity of change and structural disruption, are also clearly
visible in all the tales. These themes are conveyed through various
linguistic, semantic, behavioral, and visual-descriptive signs.

Conclusion

All six folktales examined in this study offer relatively similar
symbolic recommendations for managing personal and social affairs,
and for restoring order to chaotic or disorganized situations within
society. Among these recommendations are the disruption of rigid and
flawed structures, attention to the nature of events, courage in life’s
process, and respect for nature.

According to the Tartu—Moscow School’s semiotics, the tales share
structural components involving the displacement of signs, shifts in
viewpoint, and the defense of natural elements. These components
reflect similar patterns of semiotic translation, semantic explosion, and
subsequently, the reconstruction of order. From Lotman’s perspective,
this process represents the reconstitution of the semiosphere; from
Jung’s archetypal viewpoint, it reflects the harmonization of the
archetypes such as Shadow, the Wise Old Man, and the Hero, and
ultimately leading the hero toward individuation, wholeness, and
psychological balance.

Based on the analyses presented above and drawing on the Tartu—
Moscow framework (especially Lotman’s analytical method) and
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Jungian semiotics, it is possible to identify several forms of
governance and organizational strategies embedded within the tales
that address disorder and strive to restore balance.
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