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Abstract

Bakhtiari folk literature is manifested in joyous songs, dirges, epic
songs, and maternal lullabies, and due to its deep connection with
local culture and music, it has a special place in Iranian oral literature.
This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and library study,
examines the role of external music in the persistence and spread of
these songs. The main goal of the article is to analyze the effect of
prosody and external music on the easier transmission of the message,
attractiveness, and institutionalization of these songs in the collective
memory of the Bakhtiari people. The findings of this study show that
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the prosodic meters used in Bakhtiari songs are in complete harmony
with the syllabic structure of the Bakhtiari dialect. This harmony not
only makes it easier to memorize and repeat the songs, but also, due to
the accompaniment of specific melodies, has helped increase their
fame and intergenerational transmission, and is one of the most
important factors in the persistence and popularity of folk songs of
this region. Understanding these meter patterns can be effective in
preserving and revitalizing Bakhtiari oral literature and producing new
works with the same traditional charms; also, meter and musical
repetitions in these songs have played an important role in
strengthening the auditory memory of the Bakhtiari people and
establishing these works in the oral tradition.

Keywords: Biruni music; prosody meter; folk literature; song;
Bakhtiari literature; fame.

Introduction
Bakhtiari folk literature constitutes a significant part of Iran's cultural
heritage and oral literature, manifested in forms such as joyous songs,
elegies, epic songs, and lullabies. Due to their deep connection with
culture, nature, and local music, these works hold a special place in
the collective memory of this people. Among the constituent elements
of poetry, external music (prosodic meter) is recognized as one of the
most important factors influencing the formation, permanence, and
transmission of poetry. The present study aims to analyze the role of
prosodic meters in the permanence and spread of Bakhtiari folk songs.
The main research questions are:

1) What impact have the components of external music had on the
permanence of Bakhtiari songs?

2) What is the relationship between external music and the social
and cultural concepts of these songs?
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Theoretical Framework

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizes a
library research method. The research population includes Bakhtiari
folk songs and poems documented in authoritative written sources
such as the works of Hosseini (2024), Khanjani (2019), Barati (2020),
and other academic sources. Due to the predominantly oral nature of
these poems and the scarcity of written sources, the samples examined
were selected from works possessing scientific authenticity and
credibility. The method of analysis involved first scanning and
identifying the prosodic meters of the songs based on the traditional
prosodic system (considering dialectal variations).

Research Objectives and Questions

The present study was conducted with the aim of analyzing the role of

prosodic meters in the permanence and spread of Bakhtiari folk songs.

To achieve this aim, two fundamental questions are posed:

1) What impact have the components of external music (prosodic
meter) had on the permanence of Bakhtiari songs?

2) What is the relationship between external music and the social and
cultural concepts of these songs?

Research Hypotheses

Given the exploratory and descriptive-analytical nature of this
research, which investigates the role of external music in folk songs,
the following hypotheses have been examined: 1) It appears there is a
significant relationship between the prosodic meter of Bakhtiari songs
and their permanence in the collective memory of the Bakhtiari
people. 2) It appears the prosodic meters used in Bakhtiari songs are in
complete harmony with the cultural, social, and environmental themes
of this people.
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Data Collection

This research is of a descriptive-analytical type, and data were
collected using the library method. The research population consists of
Bakhtiari folk songs and poems documented in authoritative written
sources, such as the works of Hosseini (2024), Khanjani (2019),
Barati (2020), and other academic sources. Due to the largely oral
nature of these poems and the scarcity of written resources, the
examined samples were selected from works that possess scientific
authenticity and credibility. The data collection process involved note-
taking from sources, identifying the prosodic meters of the songs
based on the traditional prosodic system (considering dialectal
variations), and categorizing them according to theme and function.

Analysis and Discussion

The research findings indicate that the prosodic meters used in
Bakhtiari songs are in complete harmony with the syllabic structure of
the Bakhtiari dialect, and this compatibility has facilitated the easy
memorization and repetition of the songs. The most important
identified meters include: "Mafa 1 lun Mafa 1 lun Fa'a lun” (Hazaj
Musaddas Mahzu f meter), which is most frequently used in lullabies
and "Chaneh-Chaneh™ (riddles) and, due to its rhythmic and soothing
structure, is very effective for conveying maternal concepts and
providing indirect education to children. The meter "Fa 'ila tun
Fa 'ila tun Fa 'ila tun" (Raml meter) predominates in epic songs and
elegies, showing complete harmony with themes of war, bravery, and
loss. The meter "Mustaf'ilun Fa'l Mustafiilun Fa'l" (Rajaz meter) is
also repeated in work songs and "Hya ri" (collective cooperation),
such as harvesting and threshing, and its regular rhythm aligns with
the collective movements and group work of the nomadic people. A
key finding of the research emphasizes the role of repeating prosodic
feet in strengthening auditory memory and embedding the songs in the
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oral tradition. For instance, lullabies with the "Mafa 1 lun Mafa 1 lun
Fa'li lun" meter are not only soothing but also convey cultural beliefs,
such as fear of the dangers of the nomadic environment (like wolves)
and prayers for the child's safety. Similarly, in Chaneh-Chaneh, the
fast and well-structured meter "Mafa T lun Mafa 1 lun Fa'a lun" aids
in memorizing riddles and transmitting indigenous knowledge to
children.

Conclusion

The research results confirm that external music plays a mediating and
vital role in the permanence, fame, and intergenerational transmission
of Bakhtiari folk songs. The deep harmony of prosodic meters with
the geographical, cultural, and social phenomena of the Bakhtiari tribe
(such as migration, agriculture, animal husbandry, and rituals of
mourning and celebration) has caused these songs to act not only as
literary works but also as carriers of ethnic identity, history, and
values. The repetition of specific meters and their beautiful rhythm in
forms such as lullabies, riddles, epic songs, and work songs has been
an undeniable factor in the memorization and institutionalization of
these works in the collective memory of the Bakhtiari people. This
research shows that the anonymous composers of these songs, with a
deep understanding of the musical capacities of the language and local
dialect, have utilized prosodic meters as a tool for cultural
sustainability.
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