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Typology of Folk Tales of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Based on Ulrich Marzolph's Model and an Analysis of
Cultural Motifs
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Abstract

A "tale type" is a general pattern and narrative framework of a story
that recurs across different cultures with minor variations. A "motif" is
considered the smallest meaningful unit of a tale, encompassing an
object, character, action, or situation that recurs in various narratives.
Through his analysis of the content of Iranian folktales, Ulrich
Marzolph has identified and classified the cultural, social, and religious
concepts embedded within these narratives. The aim of this study is to
classify 100 folktales from Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari based on
Marzolph's typology and to identify the recurring and significant
motifs in these tales using a descriptive-analytical approach. The
results of the study indicate that the folktales of Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari follow specific patterns and formats that align well with
Marzolph's model, and various motifs from Marzolph's classification
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are observable in the tales of this region. Furthermore, this research has
utilized this framework as a roadmap to explore the hidden layers of
the region’s culture, examining and analyzing three motifs—magic and
sorcery, animals, and nomadism and travel—within the tales of this
area.

Keywords: Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Folktales; typology; Ulrich
Marzolph; classification, motif.

Introduction

Research Background

No research has been conducted on the classification of the folktales
of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari based on Marzolph's model. Below,
reference is made to works that are somewhat close to the topics under
discussion:

Aminizadeh et al. (2017) examine folktales and tale types in the
works of two contemporary historians from Kerman, Bastani Parizi
and Mahmoud Motadayyen. Mojahedi, in his doctoral dissertation
classified and identified correlated and free motifs. Yousefi (2020), in
his doctoral dissertation classified Anjavi's tales.

Goals, questions

"The roots of the Lors trace back to the Elamites, the Kassites, and the
Achaemenids” (Amanollahi Baharvand, 2000, p. 221). The
coexistence of Lor, Lak, Kurd, Fars, Qashqai, Bushehri, and Bakhtiari
ethnic groups across the expanse from the Zagros to the Persian Gulf
has led to cultural, dialectal, and ritual solidarity and similarity among
them." (Qanbari, 2014, p. 20). In different parts of Iran, due to the
common local languages in those areas, there is a vast collection of
folktales and legends that are usually known by a specific name in
each region™ (Zolfaghari, 2018, p. 73). In Iran, the classification of
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folktales in its modern form does not have a long history. "Many
Iranian and non-Iranian researchers, such as Sadegh Hedayat, Anjavi
Shirazi, Ulrich Marzolph, and others, have played a significant role in
collecting and studying Iranian folktales, and each has endeavored in
their own way to preserve and analyze this cultural treasure™ (Houri,
2012, p. 56). One notable classification is Marzolph's, as it is based on
the universal Aarne-Thompson classification system. From
Marzolph's perspective, the themes of Iranian folktales are divided
according to the following Thompson type numbers:

Animal tales, tales of magic, religious tales and novellas (romantic
tales), tales of stupid ogre, anecdotes and jokes, formula tales,
Unclassified tales” (Marzolph, 2017, p. 48)

This study, utilizing Marzolph's classification method, analyzes
100 prominent tales from a collection of 350 folktales from
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, seeking to answer the following
questions:

1. Based on Marzolph's typology and within the framework of the
Aarne-Thompson classification system, in which groups and
categories do the folktales of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari fall?

2. What are the recurring motifs and their prominent examples in
the folk tales of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari?

The results indicate that tales of magic and animal tales constitute
the largest share of the oral literature in this region, emphasizing the
importance of the supernatural world and symbolic interaction with
nature in the local culture. A quantitative analysis of these tales shows
their distribution across Marzolph's seven main categories, as
presented in Table (1). A noteworthy finding is the clear
predominance of tales of magic (types 300-749) and animal tales
(types 1-299), which have the highest frequency. This signifies the
significance of the supernatural world and symbolic interaction with
nature in the narrative culture of this region. Subsequently, moving
beyond descriptive statistics, a qualitative analysis of several
prominent tales is conducted based on the most frequent motifs.
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Ulrich Marzolph, an orientalist, by combining the Western
classification method of Aarne-Thompson with the indigenous
characteristics of Iranian tales, provided a scientific framework for
categorizing and understanding these folk narratives. The present
study on one hundred prominent folktales from Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari demonstrates that, based on Marzolph's model, these tales
are classified into seven main groups, reflecting the thematic and
contextual diversity of the region. Among these, the two categories of
"animal tales" and "tales related to magic and the supernatural™ hold a
special position in terms of the number and frequency of motifs, as
well as their semantic depth and symbolism. Among the recurring
motifs, elements such as magic, travel, reward, and characters like the
div, ghoul, stepmother, daughter/son, and poor/rich are more
frequently observed. The high frequency of these elements is not only
rooted in the mythological beliefs and popular culture of the region
but also reflects the social and psychological concerns of traditional
society expressed through these symbolic narratives.
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