Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN:2423-7000

Vol. 14, No.69
Autumn 2026
Research Article

b <

AT

Critical Discussion and Analysis of the Allegorical
Ontology in the Ahl-e Haqq Tradition
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Abstract

The Ahl-e Haqq (Kaka’i—Yarsan) tradition is a religious—mystical
current rooted in Islam, whose followers live mainly in Iran and Iraq,
with its principal center located in Kermanshah Province. The spiritual
leaders of this tradition have interpreted existence through an
allegorical philosophical framework. This philosophy is shaped by the
fundamental principles of the tradition and articulated through
symbolic language, employing analogy, allegory, and symbolic
representation. The esoteric mode of expression, the complexity of
symbolic discourse, and the use of local vernaculars have been major
obstacles to understanding this philosophical system. Therefore,
familiarity with the language and culture of the Ahl-e Haqq
community is considered essential for comprehending the allegorical
ontology of this tradition .
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ontology.
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introduction

Ahl-e Haqqg is an esoteric tradition that branched from Islam. Its most
significant historical period dates back to the era of Sultan Ishag. The
sacred texts of the tradition are composed in verse and are known as
Kalam. The doctrinal teachings are preserved within collections of
these Kalams, among which the Diwéan-e Gawra is the most important.
Ontological discussions constitute a substantial portion of these texts
and are expressed in symbolic and coded poetic language. Thus,
decoding these symbolic structures and analyzing their content
provides access to the metaphysical worldview articulated by the
spiritual figures of the tradition .

Research Question and Objectives
The central question of this study is:

“What is the allegorical philosophy of ontology in the Ahl-e Haqq
tradition, and how is it explained?”

The findings show that the spiritual leaders of Ahl-e Haqqg, in

foundational texts such as Diwéan-e Gawra, Kalam-e Barzanji, and
Diwan-e Sheikh Amir, rely on the principle of divine manifestation
and employ allegorical and mythic approaches to articulate
ontological concepts .
Using a descriptive—analytical and, where necessary, critical method,
and drawing upon primary sources of the Ahl-e Haqq tradition—
including Diwan-e Gawra, Diwan-e Sheikh Amir, and Kalam-e
Barzanji—this article explains and analyzes the allegorical ontological
philosophy presented by key figures such as Sultan Ishag and his
companions .

Background

Since ontological themes constitute a significant part of Ahl-e Haqqg
ritual literature, various Kalams—including Kalam-e Barzanji, Diwan-

260


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN:2423-7000

Vol. 14, No.69
Autumn 2026
Research Article

b <

AT

e Gawra, and Diwéan-e Sheikh Amir—contain discussions of ontology,
though often in scattered and unsystematic form. Several works, such
as Yar Varya by Seyyed Mohammad Hosseini and Seyyed Heshmat
Azhang, and Rah-e Rahravan-e Yarsan by Seyyed Borzou Daneshvar,
address aspects of the tradition but do not examine its allegorical
ontology. Thus, no comprehensive study dedicated specifically to the
allegorical ontological philosophy of Ahl-e Haqq has been found.

Discussion

The foundation of Ahl-e Haqq’s allegorical philosophy rests on three
principles: divine manifestation, the connection between angels and
humans, and dundydun (transmigration across realms). In this
worldview, God is the agent of manifestation, and the multiplicity of
the cosmos is understood as the loci and appearances of the divine.
Allegorical philosophy seeks to define metaphysical beings through
symbols and mythic structures, thereby facilitating the comprehension
of immaterial entities. However, this symbolic system often blurs the
distinction between immaterial and material beings, such that an
immaterial entity may appear in the form of a human, and vice versa.
This conceptual blending faced serious critique during the era of
Sultan Ishaq, as reflected in texts such as Kalam-e Barzanji and
Diwan-e Gawra.

In contrast, philosophical theology traditionally maintains clear
boundaries between immaterial beings (such as angels) and material
beings (such as humans), assigning distinct attributes and laws to
each .

Conclusion

Allegorical philosophy in the Ahl-e Haqq tradition attempts to present
concepts related to immaterial beings through humanized symbolic
forms, drawing heavily on mythic and emblematic elements.
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However, due to the lack of clear boundaries between immaterial and
material entities, this interpretive system has not succeeded in offering
a rational or scientific model of philosophical ontology. As a result, it
encounters challenges when confronted with rational and revelatory
arguments. Given these philosophical difficulties, the allegorical
ontology of Ahl-e Haqq requires renewed examination, conceptual
refinement, and epistemic redefinition.
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