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The Appearance of Some Natural Phenomena in the
Baloch Chronology (with an Emphasis on the
Originality of Iranian Words)

Mousa Mahmoudzahi™

Abstract

The time of occurrence of some natural phenomena such as sunrise
and sunset, blowing winds and raining, plant growth and croping, and
the birth and growth of livestock is significant in the chronology
culture of some ethnic groups. The Baloch are one of the Iranian
ethnic groups that natural phenomena had a prominent appearance in
their chronology culture not very far ago. This article, using a
descriptive method, has presented 69 titles of natural phenomena
which are more prominent in the chronology culture of the Baloch
people, focusing on the geographical regions of Iranshahr, Bampour,
and Lashar. The results show that 85 percent of the words used in the
structure of these 69 titles are of Iranian origin, and the appearance of
natural phenomena through agriculture and animal husbandry in the
chronology of the Baloch people of the studied regions has been
remarkable. However, with the expansion of literacy levels, access to
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various media, familiarity with and easy access to clocks and
calendars, and changing the significations of some goods, people of
the new generations in the last few decades are not very familiar with
the titles introduced in this article and use them less. Therefore, for
partial repairing the cultural gap between generations in Balochistan,
the necessity of documenting and transferring such data to new and
future generations is demanded, and this article seeks to respond to
this necessity.

Keywords: nature; chronology; Baloch; Iranian words; inter-
generational cultural crack.

Research background

No specialized research has been conducted on the title of this article
so far. But in general, the following studies are somewhat related to
the topic of this article: Chronology of Baloch nomads, with emphasis
on astronomy by Janbollahi (1998), introduction of the three seasons
(spring, summer and winter) and comparing these seasons in the
agricultural and nomadic societies of Balochistan by Parvin (2008),
mentioning examples of the subcategories of the four seasons by
Mahmoudzai (2012), introduction of stars in the chronology of Taftan
in the northern regions of Balochistan by Moradzadeh (2012),
introduction of stars from the perspective of their influence in the
chronology of the coastal people of Zararabad on the coast of the
Makuran Sea, especially for maritime activities by Safarzai and
Mehdipour (1393).

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The main aim of the article is to partially repair the cultural gap
between generations in Balochistan by documenting data related to
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Baloch chronology based on some natural phenomena and showing
the influence of Iranian thought on the Baloch chronology culture.
Based on this aim, 69 lexical entries are used to seeks to answer the
question of to what extent such entries demonstrate the missing link
between individuals of different generations of Balochistan and to
what extent original Iranian words are seen in them; assuming that the
Baloch people’s view of chronology, is not outside the Iranian
ideological culture.

Main Discussion

With the advent and manifestation of modernity, the names and roles
of many natural phenomena related to the Baloch chronology have
changed, and people of the current generations feel somewhat
alienated from these categories. For example, a title like “Johanmas:
The season of threshing wheat harvest,” which was a well-known title
in the Baloch chronology culture until about three decades ago, is
largely unfamiliar to the younger generation.

In the 69 randomly selected entries introduced in the Baloch
chronology, the following natural phenomena have a more prominent
appearance: 1. Plants and plant products including date, bean, rice,
spring greens, dry wheat and barley bushes, newly ripened wheat
grains, pir tree, onion, tree leaves, tree branches, wheat seeds, barley,
straw, dry corn bushes, watermelon, gwan tree, palm tree, wild edible
vegetables, flower. 2. Animals and animal body parts including goat,
sheep, baby teeth of human child, rooster, mountain goat and ewe,
cow, deer, locust, chicken (bird), hair, sheep. 3. Times of day and
night include including day (sun), night, dawn. 4- Other items
including snow, monsoon rain, Pleiades star, moon, zal star, night,
Canopus star, morning, gori¢ wind, lewar wind, mehmanan star,
crescent moon, rain.
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Some of the more prominent cases of the function of these
phenomena in Baloch chronology are as follows: 1- The relationship
between part and whole or vice versa is established in the concept of
some of them. 2- The same phenomenon may show different usage in
the oral literature of the two regions of Sarhadd and Makkoran. 3-
There is a folk belief for some of these entries, 4- Some of these
entries indicate more than one signification. 5- The effect of some of
the entries may be more or less remarkable than others. 6- Some titles
such as "kwahki sal: The year when the pollination of palm trees was
fruitless” have become the base of history. 7- A phenomenon such as
"hawr: cloud, rain" have played a life-giving and effective role due to
the importance of water in the arid climate of Balochistan. 8- The
cultural impact of some of these phenomena has found its way into the
naming system of Baloch men and women.

Conclusion

The findings of the article show that until the not-so-distant past, the
representation of nature through agriculture and animal husbandry was
prominent in Baloch chronology. Baloch thought for the lexicon
related to chronology has significantly declined toward Iranian origin.
In this process, Iranian names have been used for celestial phenomena
such as the sun, various types of stars, the moon, clouds and rain, to
greens, bushes, trees, trees, cereals and legumes, and wild and
domestic animals, especially sheep and goats.

With the expansion of literacy levels, access to various types of
media, familiarity and easy access to clocks and calendars, and the
change in the denotation of some goods, people of the new
generations in the last few decades are not very familiar with the
introduced entries, and the emergence of a cultural gap between
generations can be clearly felt. therefore, familiarity with the culture
of these entries can be an example of documenting part of Iranian and
Baluchi cultural and social assets, which will lead to greater
communication between people of newer generations and people of
older generations.
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