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Abstract

The oral literature of the Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad region,
encompassing a broad spectrum of metrical genres, constitutes a vital
component of the cultural identity of the Lor ethnicity. Among these,
the ritualistic songs known as Shireh-Dooma emerge as a salient
exemplar of feminine lyric poetry. These songs are performed
exclusively by rural and nomadic women during celebratory rites,
most prominently in wedding ceremonies, thereby revealing an
intrinsic nexus between language, affect, and ritual action. This
research employs an integrated methodology, combining fieldwork
with archival study, situated within the theoretical framework of
performance-centered ethnopoetics. The analysis systematically
investigates the linguistic, musical, and figural structures embedded
within these verses. The fieldwork component involved direct
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elicitation, audio transcription, and participant observation among
native speakers. The collected data were subsequently analyzed via a
tripartite model focusing on linguistic structures, aesthetic dimensions,
and cultural function. The results indicate a high frequency of simile,
metaphor, metonymy, hyperbole, and synecdoche, demonstrating how
indigenous imagination elevates lived reality into the collective sphere
of meaning and shared emotion. Examination of the accompanying
music and speech rhythm reveals that the metrical patterns of Shireh-
Dooma are fundamentally contingent upon the natural prosody of the
Lori language, a characteristic that substantially contributes to the
perpetuation of the oral tradition and the cultural cohesion of the Lor
people. In conclusion, Shireh-Dooma songs are not merely poetic
texts; they function as invaluable ethnographic documents reflecting
the dynamic interplay of language, gender, and ritual within the socio-
cultural matrix of Southwest Iran. They stand as eloguent evidence of
the ritualistic function of language in both meaning-creation and the
preservation of ethnic identity.

Keywords: Shireh-Dooma; oral literature; Lor ethnicity; ritual poetry;
indigenous imagination; celebratory rites; cultural identity.

Theoretical background

The present study is situated at the critical intersection of three
interdisciplinary humanistic domains: Cultural Ethnolinguistics,
Poetic Semiotics, and Feminist Ethnography of Women’s Culture. Its
primary objective is the re-identification of Shireh-Dooma ritual
poetry as a linguistic, ritualistic, and cultural act—an act whose
meaning and aesthetic value are actualized not in the inscribed text,
but in the moment of performance and within its specific socio-
cultural matrix. In pursuing this objective, the work of seminal foreign
and Iranian scholars—including Hymes’ (Y4V¥) theories of Speech
Acts and Cultural Ethnolinguistics; Richard Bauman’s theories of Oral
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Aesthetic and Performance Theory; Roman Jakobson’s (1960) theory
of the Poetic Function of Language and Semiotics; alongside the
contributions of Hosseini (2002), Zolfaghari (2015), Razmjou (1991),
and various international ethnographic studies by Hymes, Finnegan,
and Bauman—formed the foundation for our theoretical analysis.

Research aims and questions
This research is both applied and fundamental-theoretical in nature.
The applied dimension seeks to safeguard the literary heritage of the
Lor people through the systematic documentation of their ritual
poetry. Conversely, the theoretical dimension aims to delineate the
patterns of imagination, linguistic rhythm, and rhetorical structures
inherent in these compositions within the context of cultural criticism
and functional linguistic analysis. This investigation specifically
addresses the following research questions:
1.How do linguistic and musical structures dynamically generate
meaning and emotional resonance?
2.How does the context of performance determine the meaning
and social function of the poetry?
3.In what ways do Shireh-Dooma verses function as a reflection of
female identity and ethnic memory?

Analysis, Discussion, and Findings

The local literature of the Lor people in the region of Kohgiluyeh and
Boyer-Ahmad constitutes more than just a collection of texts; it is an
epistemic system where language functions as the repository of
cultural memory and historical identity. At its deepest stratum, the oral
literature of these groups reflects a distinct philosophy of life—one
predicated upon the inextricable linkage between humanity, nature,
and ritual. The ritual songs of Shireh-Dooma are the focal point of this
worldview: utterance that, upon enactment, transfigures into a ritual
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event, drawing its significance from the collective assembly. From the
perspective of Performance Ethnolinguistics, Shireh-Dooma is
conceptualized not merely as poetry, but as a speech event situated
within the larger structure of the marriage ritual (Hymes, 1981, p. 70;
Bauman, 1975, p. 80).

Analysis of the figures of speech in these songs demonstrates that
the Lori imagination is organically derived from lived experience and
sedimentation within daily culture. Similes are grounded in natural
elements, establishing an organic connection between human beauty
and the nomadic lifeworld. Metaphors, navigating the continuum
between the terrestrial and the celestial, between ritual sanctity and the
delicacy of love, illuminate the mythopoetic origins of femininity and
masculinity within the southern culture. Metonymies, rooted in the
language of labor and ethics, yield visual representations of feminine
subtlety and skill, while hyperboles manifest social power and majesty
through poetic symbols. Cultural metonymies transcend mere lexical
meaning, evolving into ritualistic signifiers of order, blessing, and
aesthetic beauty; consequently, every word within the song carries its
own distinct reservoir of ethnic memory.

From the perspective of Poetic Ethnography, the language of the
Shireh-Dooma transcends mere emotional expression; it constitutes
ritual speech—an event where every syllable, synchronized with
movement, musical accompaniment, and choral response by the
women, acquires the generative social power to create meaning. In
this sphere, the word becomes embodied and tonally integrated,
transforming the poem into a living reality through the collective
action of singing. The poetic function, within this framework, is not
merely ornamental; it is a communicative organizing principle where
the natural rhythm of nomadic discourse supersedes formal metrical
constraints, drawing its cadence directly from the rhythm of life itself.
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From a gender studies and ethnographic viewpoint, the women in
these rituals are not just performers of poetry but are creators of
cultural experience. Their songs embody the continuity of cultural
memory and the embodied form of ethnic knowledge—a discourse
born from labor, nature, and ritual, which actively creates the world
rather than merely representing it. In every Shireh-Dooma
performance, individual experience is transmuted into collective
affect, and collective affect into cultural cognition—a process
fundamental to feminine oral art. Ultimately, the figures of speech in
the ritual poetry of the Lor people establish an indigenous system of
rhetoric and the specific aesthetic identity of Southern Iran. These
poems serve as the collective historical archive: nature speaks, love is
ritualized, and language manifests itself as lived experience. By this
measure, Lori oral poetry is not a mere continuation of literary
tradition, but the living experience of the people’s poetic thought—a
space where the word constructs the cultural reality itself, and rhetoric
transforms into the mirror of the ethnic soul.
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