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Abstract
One of the important types of capital, which is the main subject of this

research, is “religious capital.” The origin of this capital is the
institution of religion. Religion is one of the oldest human institutions
that has emerged in society in various ways since the beginning of
creation. In no period of human history has life been found without
religious beliefs. Religion has always been a unifying factor in human
existence. There are many definitions of religious capital: “The
common point of all definitions of religious capital is that the most
important function of this type of capital is to provide individuals with
a religious identity through participation in religious associations and

1. Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Cultural Studies, Ilam University, Ilam.
Iran.

https://orcid.org/ 0000-0002-7353-4658

2. Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Cultural Studies, llam University, llam,
Iran

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8766-7523

3. Master's degree in Sociology, Ilam University, Ilam, Iran

https://orcid.org/0009-0001-6850-9909

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access

@ @ @ publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
BY NC (CC BY- NC) license https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

197

Date received: 17/03/2025
Date Review: 18/09/2025

Date accepted: 14/10/2025

Date published: 21/03/2026

* Corresponding Author's E-mail:
b.sepidnameh@ilam.ac.ir


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en
mailto:b.sepidnameh@ilam.ac.ir

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 14, No.67
Spring 2026
Research Article

b <

AT

increased interactions among individuals”. Identity also typically has
two indicators: dependence and attachment. In other words, religious
identity signifies belonging and commitment to the religious
community (Sapidnameh et al., 2018). Religious capital, like other
forms of capital, has dimensions such as beliefs, ethics, and rituals.
This type of capital has been addressed in various texts of human
thought. Literature is also an important arena for the manifestation of
religious capital, and poetry, as a significant literary genre, has always
served as a platform for representing religious capital. In addition to
poems written in Persian, we witness the composition of poetic works
in local languages, and llam province also has great poets who have
written many poems in Kurdish, Lori, and Laki. Gholamreza Khan
Arkwazi is one of the renowned poets of this land who has composed
a collection of poems in Kurdish. Part of Gholamreza Khan Arkwazi's
collection is a prayer book; however, no methodological research has
been conducted on the representation of religious capital in his works
so far. This research seeks to answer the general question of how
religious capital is represented in Gholamreza Khan Arkwazi's poetry.
Keywords: Religious capital; Kurdish poetry; Gholamreza Khan
Arkwazi; sociology of religion; thematic analysis.

Research background

Most of the research papers have been conducted in the field of
Persian literature, and the contribution of sociological research in
them is very small. The method of most of the research is descriptive-
analytical, and the lack of methods such as content analysis and
discourse analysis is quite evident. In the abstract of some of the
research, the findings have not been reported, and instead of the
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findings, the research objectives have been referenced. Most of the
articles have dealt with prominent poets and writers of Persian
literature and their comparison with Arab poets and writers, while the
contribution of local poets' poetry is very small. Among the famous
poets, researchers have paid more attention to Tahereh Saffarzadeh
than to other contemporary poets. None of the research has dealt with
religious capital in a specialized way and has only addressed the
religious approach in the texts. The advantage of this research over
previous studies is that it was conducted in the field of cultural
sociology using the qualitative content analysis method and examined
one of the important concepts of social sciences in the poems of a
Kurdish poet from Ilam, as no research has been conducted in this
field to date.

Methodology

Given the structural nature of the phenomenon under study and the
paradigm of qualitative research, the research method is qualitative
content analysis. The target population of the research includes the
poetry collection of Gholamreza Khan Arkvazi (corrected, translated,
and commented on by Zahir Sarai). The data collection tool is note-
taking, and the analysis strategy is based on the thematic analysis
method.

Results

In the poetry of Gholamreza Khan Arkwazi, religious capital is
manifested in the form of belief in the threefold nature of religion
(beliefs, ethics, rituals) and religious practices such as invocations,
supplications, seeking help, intercession, and trust. However, the
frequency of these instances is not uniform. In other words, the poet
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places greater emphasis on the attributes of God (monotheism) and
Imamate (with a focus on Imam Ali (AS)) than on other beliefs.

"Justice™ is another principle of Shiite belief. This principle is not
as prevalent in Gholam Reza Khan Arkwazi's poems as monotheism
and is at a lower level. The principle of "return” and belief in the Day
of Judgment are expressed in Gholam Reza Khan Arkwazi's poems
through concepts such as the fear of the Day of Judgment. To
overcome this fear, the poet hopes for the intercession of the Imams
and saints, as well as God's forgiveness.

Belief in the "prophecy™ of the prophets of monotheistic religions
and the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is another fundamental tenet of
Islam that both Shia and Sunni groups share. In the poems of Gholam
Reza Khan Arkwazi, we observe a general attention to the prophets
and a special focus on the great Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Gholam Reza Khan Arkwazi considers “Imamat” to be the root of
belief, the principle, and the foundations of religion. This poet
described all Shiite Imams with valuable gualities and, in addition to
the Imams, paid special attention to Hazrat Zahra (S) and Hazrat Abu
al-Fadl al-Abbas (A). A major part of the poet’s descriptions is
dedicated to Hazrat Ali (A). Gholam Reza Khan Arkwazi has
portrayed Ali (A) in two aspects: first, the aspect of human
descriptions, and second, superhuman descriptions. In the human
descriptions, he depicts Ali (A) as mentioned in the narrations and
documents, while in the superhuman descriptions, he presents a
mythical character of Ali (A). Morality in the poems of Gholamreza
Khan Arkwazi is depicted in a general way, focusing on sin,
repentance, seeking forgiveness, and shame for bad deeds. Another
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aspect of the poet’s religious capital relates to his appeal for help. The
poet’s appeal has two dimensions: direct and indirect. In the direct
appeal for help, the poet directly complains and grieves to God
Almighty, hoping for salvation.

In seeking help through mediation, the poet appeals to prophets
such as Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Idris, David, and
Jesus (peace be upon them), as well as the five heavenly books, and
specifically seeks help from Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
He also takes refuge in the surahs of the Quran and the close angels,
addressing all twelve Imams, Hazrat Zahra (peace be upon her), and
Hazrat Abbas (peace be upon him) by mentioning their good names
and attributes. He then specifically appeals to Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace
be upon him).

Conclusion

Gholamreza Khan Arkwazi frequently uses Quranic allusions,
religious narrations, and hadiths in his poems. His Quranic allusions
primarily express a plea to God for release from prison, while his
narrative allusions mainly focus on praising and seeking help from
Imam Ali (AS).
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