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The study of names and address terms in different cultures and

languages can reflect the linguistic, cultural, and social values of each

region and therefore attracts the attention of linguists, anthropologists, | Date published: 21/03/2026

and sociologists. Previous studies on names and address terms have . , !
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mostly been conducted in formal languages, and dialect studies have |agim@jahromu.ac.ir

almost been neglected. Jahrom is one of the ancient cities of Iran in

Fars Province, and its linguistic variety belongs to the Southwestern

Iranian  languages. This study, with descriptive-analytical

methodology, aims at analyzing the names and various address terms

in Jahromi dialect by the framework of dialectology of names and

address terms. The lexical data of this research was also collected

from native speakers mostly by field study, these data transcribed,
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then categorized and analyzed. According to the results of this
research, shortening in various ways is a frequent process in Jahromi
names, vowel addition is used frequently in this variety, and there are
different names for people of different ages and social status. The
prefix /a/ is a shortened form of /a g a/ and the suffix /ja/ and /ju/is
a shortened and mutational form of "jan" and is frequently used in
Jahromi addresses. Kinship address terms in this dialect can also be
classified into four categories: consanguinity, causal, fictitious, and
age-related. In terms of syntactic structure, group names are formed as
titles related to professions using genitive and possessive compounds,
and for expressing affiliation, they utilize Bunuvat (referring to
maternal, paternal, or ancestral descent) or are based on behavioral
and personality traits via adjectival compounds.

Keywords: Dialectology of names; address terms; Jahromi variety;
shortening; affixation; kinship terms.

Research objectives and questions

The primary objective is to identify and describe the morphological
processes (e.g., clipping, affixation, vowel mutation) and syntactic
constructions (e.g., genitive compounds, bunuwwa structures,
descriptive epithets) used in naming and addressing in Jahromi.
Specific research questions include: (1) What are the dominant word-
formation strategies in personal names? (2) How do affixes encode
affective or pragmatic meanings such as endearment or contempt? (3)
How are kinship terms categorized, and how do they vary by age and
social status?
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The study hypothesizes that (1) clipping is the most frequent
morphological process in personal names; (2) affixes like /-u/, /-jal,
and /-ike/ systematically encode pragmatic functions (affection,
respect, derogation); and (3) Jahromi exhibits a unique, age-sensitive
kinship address system not fully documented in other Iranian dialects.

Methodology

A descriptive-analytical approach was employed, combining
fieldwork and documentary methods. Data were collected between
2023 and early 2025 from 50 native speakers (aged 18-81) in Jahrom.
As one author is a native speaker, data authenticity and phonetic
transcription (using IPA) were ensured through cross-verification.
Collected lexical items were categorized morphologically and
syntactically and analyzed within the theoretical framework of socio-
onomastics (Wardhaugh & Fuller, 2015; Zandi & Ahmadi, 2016).

Innovation and theoretical contribution

This study introduces the concept of “age-graded kinship address” as a
distinctive feature of Jahromi, where terms like amejasa (for the
eldest aunt) and amejama (for a younger one) reflect fine-grained
social indexing. It also documents the dual function of affixes: /-u/
marks both definiteness and affection (Hasant, Zeynaba), while /-
ike/ and /-ak/ signal derogation (mardike, merdak). Furthermore, the
prefix /a-/ (from agha) and the suffixes /ja/ or /ju/ (from jan) are
shown to be pervasive pragmatic markers in familial and social
address. Syntactically, the study reveals how bunuwwa constructions
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(e.g., Hossein-e Mahrosh = “Hossein, son of Mahrosh™) and
possessive toponyms (e.g., Madaba < Mohammadab ad) reflect both
genealogical and territorial identity.

Key findings

Morphology: Clipping dominates name formation—both final (e.g.,
Mohammad — /mama/) and medial (e.g., Mohammad-Hossein —
/masey/). Vowel lengthening and consonant mutation (e.g., /b/ —» /)
frequently accompany these processes.

Affixation: The suffix /-u/ expresses familiarity and endearment; /-ike/
and /-ak/ convey contempt. The prefix /a-/ (from agha) and suffixes
/fjal, ljal (from jan) are widely used in kinship address.

Kinship System: Four categories were identified: consanguineal
(e.g., kaka = brother), affinal (e.g., $uvar = husband), fictive (e.g.,
hojama = Hajj-performing uncle), and age-related—a novel
classification showing how address terms encode relative seniority
(e.g., $abaji for eldest sister).

Syntax: Group names use genitive or adjectival compounds (e.g.,
osa Hasan = “Master Hasan”). Occupational, religious, and
behavioral traits are embedded in titles (e.g., jiladar Habib =
“caravan leader Habib”). Toponyms often derive from owners’ names
via clipping and the suffix -abad (e.g., Kazeba <Kaz emabad).

Conclusion

The Jahromi variety preserves rich onomastic practices shaped by
sociocultural norms, particularly regarding age and respect. Its naming
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system is not only linguistically complex but also socially indexical,
reflecting a community where Kinship, seniority, and status are
linguistically encoded. The findings align partially with
Pourmozafari’s (2021) study on Lamerdi (which also identifies
clipping as dominant) but reveal greater complexity in Kkinship
address. Many of these forms are now archaic, underscoring the
urgency of documenting endangered dialectal practices. This research
contributes to Iranian dialectology, socio-onomastics, and linguistic
anthropology by demonstrating how micro-level linguistic choices
reflect macro-level social structures.
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