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Abstract

Mythology studies today represent a significant approach in the field
of mythology that systematically explores the presence of myths in
every text, especially literary texts. Based on this, it is now applicable
as a method in myth criticism. This method, through thematic analysis
of the narratives of the present myths in the texts and examining their
potential transformations, investigates the psychoanalytical and
sociological dimensions of this transformation, thereby revealing the
intricacies of cultural identity reproduction. Folktales, particularly
among the Bakhtiari people, are part of cultural heritage and reflect
collective identity, psychological structures, and social beliefs that
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enable an understanding of the hidden layers of culture through
symbolic narratives. This research, utilizing the approach of
mythology studies, examines the folktale “Malek Jamshid and the
Fortress of the Demon”; a narrative arising from the oral tradition of
Bakhtiari, as a branch of an Iranian tribe, where the fundamental clash
of good and evil, magical elements, the hero’s journey, and the
symbolic functions of characters are intricately woven together. The
research method is based on qualitative content analysis, using both
written and oral local sources. The findings indicate that this tale not
only represents a moral confrontation between good and evil but also
reflects the psychological and social structures of the Bakhtiari people
in encountering fundamental concepts such as salvation, deception,
redemption, and the reconstruction of moral order.

Keywords: Mythology studies; folktales; cultural discourse; Bakhtiari
culture; clash of good and evil.

Theoretical Background

Mythology studies, as an analytical approach, strive to penetrate the
superficial layers of narratives and access the hidden structures of
meaning and their cultural codes (Namvar Motlag, 2018, pp. 54-52;
also see Namvar Motlag, 2013, pp. 454-453, Avazpour et al., 2019,
pp. 679-653). In this approach, narrative analysis is not merely an
examination of the story; rather, what is significant in mythology
studies is the attention given to discursive and cultural issues affecting
the myths employed in the texts. “If we consider a myth as a
statement, then we can say that in mythology studies, the myth is
viewed in its mythic context along with the myth-maker and the myth-
reader simultaneously.” (Namvar Motlaq, 2013, p. 460). It is evident
that the use of the term “statement” in relation to myth serves to
emphasize the linguistic aspect of myth that is connected to context.
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Alongside myths, folktales also constitute an important part of the
narrative tradition of indigenous cultures. Although these tales may
initially appear simple or imaginative, they actually reflect the
archetypes of groups. Such folktales are a reflection of the
psychological states of both small and large communities and are
considered the most significant sociological resource of a tribe or
region. “Stories, tales, narratives, anecdotes, fables, and songs, no
matter how distant they may seem from the realities of contemporary
life, inevitably contain truths about the social conditions of the people
of that era.” (Mahjoub, 2008, p. 170). Many folktales, like myths,
employ magical elements, heroic journeys, challenges, and thus have
great potential for mythological analysis.

Research Objectives and Questions

The present study aims to utilize the framework of mythology studies,
focusing on narrative structure, to analyze the folktale in order to gain
a deeper understanding of the worldview and cultural codes of the
Bakhtiari people. Therefore, the main research question is:

How are mythological concepts reflected in the legend of “Malek
Jamshid and the Castle of the Demon” from the perspective of
mythology studies, and how does this folktale represent the
psychological, social, and identity structures of the Bakhtiari
community?

Discussion

The folktale “Malek Jamshid and the Castle of the Demon” is one of
the prominent examples of Bakhtiari narratives, featuring a symbolic
and multilayered structure. In this narrative, various elements such as
the tyrannical king, the young hero, the diabolical demon, the
mysterious castle, the spring, the dog, and the pigeon are combined in
a way that transforms the narrative into a pattern of confrontation
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between opposing forces, the hero’s journey, deception and liberation,
and the transition from darkness to light. Each of these elements has
the potential for separate discussion from the perspective of a theory
in mythological criticism. Furthermore, the mythological analysis of
this folktale allows for the decoding of the psychological and social
layers of the Bakhtiari community.

Research Results

“Malek Jamshid and the Castle of the Demon” appears to be a simple
folktale; however, within its deeper layers, it encompasses profound
mythological themes. Analyzing the narrative revealed that the
fundamental confrontation between good and evil operates not only at
the narrative level but also within psychological, social, and cultural
realms. In this tale, Malek Jamshid represents the forces of awareness,
morality, and humanity, facing both internal and external shadows and
darkness—from the oppressive father and the dark demon to the
duplicitous mother and the terrifying castle. The mythological analysis
of the narrative indicates the presence of the fundamental hero’s
journey model, where the hero escapes from the center of power,
enters the unknown realm (the demon’s castle), and after overcoming
the ensuing crisis and gaining awareness (regaining sight), returns to
the human world with a new identity.

Comparing this folktale with Iranian narratives such as those of
Fereydoun and Siyavash and global examples like Oedipus and
Perseus shows that while the tale is a cultural product of a specific
ethnic group, it is rooted in the collective unconscious. Themes such
as betrayal, trials, loyalty, regaining sight, and the roles of animals in
this folktale carry mythological symbols and reflect the worldview of
the Bakhtiari people. From a psychoanalytic perspective, this narrative
reflects the journey of individualization, where the hero must confront
shadows, failures, and psychological betrayals to reach maturity.
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Culturally, this folktale represents an effort to restore traditional and
cultural values within the Bakhtiari ecosystem.
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