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Folk culture and literature reflect ancient rituals and customs. Taking

into consideration the significance of national identity and history, one

can access a deeper understanding of our longstanding cultural |Date published: 22/06/2026

identity and its aesthetic richness through the study of the traditional . , :
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customs of Iranian ethnic groups—elements of which are manifested |o.vahdanifar@ub.ac.ir

among various communities, including the Kurmanj tribe in the

Northern Khorasan. One such custom among the Kurmanj tribe is the

recitation of an elegiac song known as Bangi, delivered

extemporaneously by Kurmanj women. These songs have a free,

syllabic, and accentual meter. In terms of rhetorical devices, they

display a high frequency of metaphor, simile, personification,
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metonymy, and allusion. Giving preeminence to the audience and a
concrete mode of expression are two of their principal stylistic
features. The present study aims to identify Kurmanji lamentation
songs and to introduce the structure and content of this genre within
Kurmanj folk literature by examining approximately forty examples
gathered through a fieldwork methodology—specifically interviews
with Bangi performers—alongside library-based research. The
findings indicate that the Bangi is a type of oral folk literature
composed and sung by Kurmanj women upon the death of a loved
one, with particular attention to the personal characteristics of the
deceased. These songs convey profound meanings and are
accompanied by numerous Kurmanj rituals, such as scattering dust
upon one’s head, cutting one’s hair, applying henna during the burial
of an unmarried person, and refraining from combing the hair. The
results of this study, based on an analysis of the semantic layers of
these songs, show that Bangi embodies empathy, companionship and
solidarity, and the purpose of composing and performing these songs
is to share grief among the mourners and the bereaved family.

Keywords: Folk culture; mourning; mourning song; Bangi; Kurmanj

tribe.

Review of Literature

No significant published sources that directly address the subject of
this article were identified. However, in some existing works such as
Short Songs of the Kurmanj by Masih, Bangi is mentioned on account
of its metrical similarity to Nima’s poetry. Likewise, in The Kurmanji
Language and the Causes of Its Persistence by Mansouri, Bangi is
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classified under the poetic genre “Lo” and is regarded as thematically
similar to the musical mode of Haray. In addition, in Qashmeh, the
Instrument of Flight by Rostami, Bangi is presented as an illustrative
example of the trans-generic nature of Kormanji music, and the
melodic patterns of Bangi and Lo are described as identical. In none of
these works, however, has Bangi been examined in a comprehensive
manner, nor is a concrete textual example of Bangi provided.
Therefore, the present study is innovative in its scope, and the authors
seek to analyze the mourning song known as Bangi.

Purpose and Research Questions

The aim of this study is to identify Kormanji mourning songs and to

introduce the structure and content of this genre within the folk

literature of the Kormanj people. In doing so, the research seeks to

answer the following questions:

1) What type of poetry is Bangi, and what structural features does it
possess?

2) How is audience orientation manifested in Bangi?

3) What role does Bangi play in expressing situations of mourning?

Main Discussion

The present study is grounded in field research, direct interviews with
prominent and well-known scholars, interviews with Bangi composers
and performers, and participation in gatherings of distinguished
practitioners in this field. The researchers study a total of forty Bangi
samples collected through fieldwork from seven female native
speakers of the aforementioned ethnic group, all of them over the age
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of forty and residing in the villages of Qasr-e Qajar, Baghchagq,
Takmaran, and Naveh, located in the county of Bojnord.

In analyzing the Bangi songs, the discussion proceeds from general
to more specific. Each Bangi text is first presented in its original
dialect (Kurmanji), with a corresponding translation provided in the
footnote. The study then examines the structural and thematic
dimensions of the collected Bangis, including their musical features;
linguistic characteristics (such as the use of archaic and contemporary
vocabulary); and literary devices (the most frequent rhetorical figures
employed such as metaphor, metonymy, personification, and simile).
Furthermore, the analysis highlights the manifestation of cultural
markers of the Kurmanj people and their customs as reflected in the
content of these mourning songs. In addition, significant features such
as realism, dynamism, audience-centeredness, and the influence of
extra-textual and social factors on Bangi are examined to illuminate
the underlying modes of thought embedded in this genre of Kurmanj
folk literature.

Conclusion

Bangi is a mourning song composed and performed by Kurmanj
women upon the death of their loved ones, shaped in accordance with
the particular characteristics of the deceased. These lamentations
convey profound meanings and embody numerous traditions of the
Kurmanj people. In the Bangi texts examined in this study, the ancient
belief in the influence of the heavens and celestial spheres upon human
events is clearly discernible. Given the object-oriented character of
Kurmanji music and the formative elements of Kurmanj life—such as
the natural features of their habitat, regional fauna, and occupations
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including animal husbandry, shepherding, agriculture, and
shopkeeping—these elements significantly shape the imagery and
themes of Bangi. Due to the brevity of its poetic form, the language of
Bangi is predominantly metaphorical, with rhetorical devices such as
personification, simile, metonymy, repetition, and allusion occurring
with high frequency. Consequently, this popular poetic genre possesses
considerable literary value. According to the findings of this study,
Bangi song embodies empathy, mutual support, and solidarity. The
purpose of the lamenters in composing and performing Bangi is to
share grief between themselves and the bereaved family. One of the
significant consequences of Bangi is the dissolution of resentment and
hostility, which further underscores its cultural and social importance.
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Interviewees

Amirpour, B. 65 years old. Resident of Qasr-e-Qajar village. llliterate.
Housewife.

Emami, M. 59 years old. Resident of Takmaran village. Cycle. Housewife.

Baghchaghi, H. 53 years old. Resident of Bojnourd. Diploma. Freelance.

Baghchaghi, Kh. 65 years old. Resident of Baghchaq village. Illiterate.
Freelance.

Baghchaghi, S. 64 years old. Resident of Baghchaq village. llliterate.
Embroidery artist.

Javid, M. 50 years old. Resident of Naveh village. Cycle. Reciter of prayers.

Javid, H. 65 years old. Resident of Tehran. Bachelor's degree. Researcher of
regional and ritual music of Iran.

Rostami, M. 63 years old. Resident of Bojnourd. Diploma. Researcher of the
folk culture of the Kermanj people.

Latifi, F. 44 years old. Resident of Qasr-e-Qajar village. Cycle. Housewife.
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