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The Sanctity of Fire in the Folk Culture of Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer-Ahmad: A Study Based on Local Poetry
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Abstract

The connection between fire — a sacred and celestial element — and
the nomadic lifestyle of the Lur people reflects its mythic importance
and symbolic sanctity. From ancient times to the present, fire has
occupied a central place in the local literature and folk traditions of
this region. The constant burning of fire, its generative and healing
properties, and its recurring representation in key cultural motifs such
as tash (fire), tong (tongs), chaleh (pit), himeh (fuelwood), bolazeh
(flame), chereng (spark), and angesht (ember), as seen in local poetry,
literary gatherings, and book titles, all testify to the reverence afforded
to fire among the people of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad. Through
examining the sanctity of fire in ancient beliefs and its continuity in
contemporary folk traditions among the Lurs, the authors argue that
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this reverence has endured as a long-standing cultural belief. In the
Lur worldview, fire transcends its material utility, serving instead as a
symbol of faith, vitality, unity, compassion, sincerity, and intimacy.
This study employs a content analysis approach based on both
fieldwork and library research. It should be noted that certain parts of
the text lack direct citations because some of the materials stem from
the authors’ field observations and oral poetry that has not been
formally documented. Nevertheless, these materials are widely present
in the spoken language, oral literature, and musical traditions of the
Lur people.

Keywords: Folk culture; Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad; local poetry;
sacred beliefs; fire.

Research Background

The sanctity of fire and its associated rituals within everyday oral
culture — analyzed through local poetry and field interviews — has
not been systematically studied before. However, the role of fire in
ancient Iran and the tradition of the fire-house among the southern
nomadic tribes have been discussed in previous research.
Ghaemmaghami and colleagues (2009), in their article “The Function
of Fire in Iranian Mythology,” explored the mythological foundation
of fire in ancient Iranian religious texts, addressing its dual spiritual
(menog) and material (getig) aspects, as well as the various types and
functions of fire. Similarly, Siahpour (2016), in “The Fire-House in
the Culture of Southern Nomads,” concluded that fire and its sanctity
permeated all dimensions of nomadic life among the southern tribes of
Iran.

Research objectives

By examining the sanctity of fire in ancient beliefs and its connection
with folk traditions among the Lur people, the authors argue that
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reverence for fire and its associated symbols has endured as an ancient
and deeply rooted belief within the Lur cultural ecosystem. Fire,
beyond its practical function, serves as a symbol of faith, vitality,
unity, empathy, sincerity, and intimacy. This study explores the
significance and sacredness of fire in folk beliefs and oral literature,
with a particular focus on local songs. It seeks to address the
following questions: Why does fire continue to hold a sacred position
in nomadic culture and ecology? What folk beliefs among the people
of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad reflect the sanctity of fire? And how
is fire related to other recurring motifs in nomadic culture?

Main discussion

In the Avesta, the term fire appears as atar, atarsh, and ater; in Old
Persian as Atar; and in Middle Persian as Atur (Afifi, 1995, p. 404).
Although its etymology in Zoroastrianism remains uncertain,
Zoroastrian religious texts refer to it as atash or ataxsh, while
Manichaean and inscriptional sources use azur, atur, and ador
(MacKenzie, 1994, p. 176). One of fire’s symbolic attributes is its
purifying and cleansing power. In ancient belief, purification was
achieved by passing objects through fire — what survived was
deemed pure and sacred (Amoozgar, 1995, p. 29). Among the people
of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, fire remains a focal point of family
and cultural life. The responsibility of keeping the household fire
(atash-khaneh) burning — traditionally entrusted to the parents —
symbolizes vitality and continuity. This belief is captured in the local
saying honeyeh bi tash o dey (“a house without fire and smoke”),
signifying lifelessness and stagnation (Codes 5 and 6). In this cultural
context, fire serves as the heart of the household, gathering family
members and sustaining the warmth and spirit of life. According to
local folk beliefs, fire descended from the heavens to the sacred fire
temple (atashkadeh), then to household hearths and guesthouses. It is
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venerated because “the guest is beloved of God,” making fire both a
divine and social symbol of hospitality.

Conclusion

For the people of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, fire — along with
other essentials of nomadic life — has preserved both its practical and
sacred value. Beyond its mythological and spiritual dimensions, fire
represents vitality, purity, and divine blessing. Customs such as
swearing by the household hearth, avoiding pouring water on fire,
refraining from discarding ashes at night, sprinkling salt onto flames,
and attributing healing or generative powers to fire all reflect its
elevated place in Lur culture. Furthermore, the recurrence of terms
such as tash, khorong, chereng, bolazeh, and angesht in local poetry,
as well as the naming of places, literary gatherings, and books after
fire and its associated concepts, provide clear evidence of the
profound reverence for this celestial element in the collective
consciousness of the Lur people.
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Interviews

Daneshi, H, 75 years old, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, Charam
County, Darreh Akhund Village. Code 5.
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Image 1: Fire pit and lighted pit
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Field sources (interviewees)

Amini, H. 77 years old. Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad. Dena County.
Kokhdan Village. Code 4.

Danshi, H. 77 years old. Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad. Cheram County.
Darreh Akhund Village. Code 5.

Faghi, M. 82 years old. Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad. Cheram County.
Sadat Village. Code 6.

Keshavarz, H. 79 years old. Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad. Gachsaran
County. Nazmakan Village. Code 8.

Khademi, N. 79 years old. Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad. Kohgiluyeh
County. Rudaya Village. Code 3.

Khoob, H. 68 years old. Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad. Bahmai County. Kat
Village. Code 2.

Mohammadi, Q. 73 years old. Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad. Yasuj. Qalat
Village. Code 1

Shoghi, A. 78 years old. Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad. Basht County.
Posht-e-Kuh Village. Code 7.
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