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Based on James Phelan's Rhetorical Narratology Theory
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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the rhetorical-narrative aspect of the
Masnavi "baghe Ferdows" based on James Phelan's theory of
rhetorical narratology. In this theory, Phelan emphasizes the three-way
interaction of "author, text, and audience™ and the ways in which the
text influences the audience through rhetorical devices. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and the data were collected through
library study. The findings show that the narrator, by intelligently
employing dual contrasts, changing perspectives, and persuasive
arguments in the speeches of Imam Hussein (AS) and his companions,
leads the audience to empathize with the characters and accept the
right-wing discourse; also, symbolism and the creation of narrative
oscillation between pressure and scope have added to the
attractiveness and effectiveness of the narrative. The results of the
research show that “baghe Ferdows” has gone beyond a historical
report by combining rhetorical and narrative elements and has become
an influential text in the field of ritual literature.
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Introduction
The incident of Ashura is a historical-cultural theme common to all
humans and encompasses various cultures. " Fasting book " literally
means a slaughterhouse and a slaughterhouse, and in historiographical
terms, it means an explanation of the reasons, motives, surrounding
events, details, and consequences of the killing of a specific individual
or individuals who, in some way, at a certain point in time, were the
source of change in various intellectual, political, cultural, military, or
social aspects (Malmir and Yousefi, 2023, p. 113; Ghahramani
Shayeg, 2015, p. 39). Narratology is the study of the structure and
grammar governing narratives and a type of literary theory; literary
theory or syllogism is "a reasoned explanation of the structure of
narrative, the elements of storytelling, the composition, and the order
and pattern of the components of the story" (Chatman, 1978, p. 3).
Rhetorical narratology is one of the most important branches of
contemporary narrative theory, developed by James Philon (born
1951), based on Genette’s theories. He believes that Gérard Genette
was the first theorist to consider specific instances and components of
narrative that if a story achieves; its narrative aspects are rhetorical
stories (Philon, 1996, p. 123).

Theoretical Background

In recent years, in Iran, more attention has been paid to structural
narratology and less research has been done on rhetorical narratology.
Some of the researches conducted include: Ragheb (2014) in his
article “Analysis of the short story “Darkht” by Goli Tarqqi from the
perspective of rhetorical narratology” has scientifically examined the
viewpoints of three generations of rhetorical theorists and analyzed the
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short story “Darkht” based on it, and Shekardast and Mohammadi
Badr (2012) in their article “Rhetorical Narratology of the Novel
“Tanjshenbeh Firuze” by Sara Erfani have discussed and examined
that novel; however, so far, the Masnavi “Baghe Ferdows” by
Kermanshahi Elhami has not been studied and analyzed from the
perspective of rhetorical narratology.

Research Objectives and Questions

This article, using a descriptive-analytical approach and based on
James Phelan's theory, has analyzed the rhetorical and narrative
structure of the "Fasting book" of "Baghe Ferdows" by Elhami
Kermanshahi in order to firstly introduce this precious Persian poetic
Fasting book, related to the native literature and literary style of the
Kermanshahs and its poet; secondly, by examining its narrative
mechanisms and techniques based on James Phelan's theory of
rhetorical narratology (with an emphasis on the progression of the
narrative, the narrator, and the three judgments), it answers the main
question of how Elhami Kermanshahi used narrative techniques to
guide the reader's moral and cognitive responses, and to influence and
carry him along with him? Considering that no researcher has
examined the "Fasting book" of "Baghe Ferdows™ based on Phelan's
theory so far; the present study attempts to analyze the aforementioned
Fasting book.

Discussion and Analysis

The Mathnawi of the Baghe Ferdows has three narrators (third person;
i.e. omniscient and first person and collective narrator) and two points
of view (internal and external). The narrator imagines the events of the
story in the manner of returning to the past (flashback/association).
James Phelan has emphasized in his theory the elements of: text,
author and audience. In the theory of rhetorical narratology, the
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implied author has a very important position. The implied author in
this research refers to that dimension of the personality of Ilhami
Kermanshahi who has manifested himself as a poet in the Magtal of
the Baghe Ferdows and has displayed a significant level of rhetoric in
the story with his choices and selections. The first rhetorical choice of
the implicit poet of the "Baghe Ferdows" is that he chose a religious
subject (the heart-wrenching and inspiring event of Karbala) to
compose a narrative work and named it "Baghe Ferdows"; because in
the implicit author's view, Karbala is a door to divine paradise.

The poet's main goal in this narrative is to fight against oppression
and injustice and to evolve and transcend man. The choice of a two-
faceted, reciprocal field that constantly forces the reader to judge
about the choices is the most important rhetorical element of the
Masnavi of the Baghe Ferdows, in which the two thoughts of the
Alawi and the Umayyad are in opposition. In the "Baghe Ferdows"
poem, the poet invites the audience to judge and arbitrate in all the
thoughts and behaviors of the Karbala incident, and all these choices
occur with the implicit poet as the centrality. Every text is spread in a
disordered context; from the perspective of elephants, the disorder of
the text is of two types: “instability” and "tension". "Instability"
generally occurs at the story level and includes the individual and
interpersonal relationships of characters and their situations; however,
"tension” occurs at the discourse level and includes the relationships
between narrators (writers) and audiences (Phelan, 2013, p. 14).

Conclusion

The analysis of the "Fasting book" of "Baghe Ferdows", based on the
rhetorical theory of James Phelan, shows that this theory has helped
researchers to understand how the narrator (implied author) has been
able to influence his audience with the help of rhetorical techniques
and make them align with him. The narrator (poet) has made the story
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more eloguent and has a greater impact on the audience by
intelligently choosing the subject, relying on double contrasts,
changing the narrator and the point of view, establishing arguments
with the intention of influencing, symbolic names, pressure and scope.
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