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Abstract

This research employs a descriptive-exploratory method to conduct a
comparative analysis of the flaws present in the Ashura poetry of
contemporary Arab poets from Khuzestan and classical texts such as
"Magtal Shishtari.” The primary objective of this study is to identify
and analyze common content-based and doctrinal deviations in Ashura
literature, which, despite its technical richness and love for the Ahl al-
Bayt (AS), suffer from serious shortcomings. The findings of the
research indicate the presence of the following flaws in this poetic
corpus: exaggeration (ghuluww), speaking on behalf of the Ahl al-
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Bayt (AS), the use of inappropriate expressions aimed at invoking pity
for the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), a deterministic view of the Ashura event,
overemphasis on the phenomenon of thirst in the Karbala event, myth-
making instead of exemplar-making, emotional reading, superstition,
and attribution of inappropriate behaviors to Imam Hussain (AS) and
his family. The results of the comparative study reveal that these flaws
have intensified in contemporary poetry, yet their roots lie in classical
texts. "Magtal al-Shashtar1,” despite its positive mystical aspects and
use of reliable historical and narrative sources, also contains some of
these flaws. These deviations, by infiltrating the Ashura poetry of
Khuzestan's Arabs, have weakened the historical, political, and
educational dimensions of Ashura, transforming mourning ceremonies
into purely emotional acts that distance themselves from the lessons of
Imam Hussain's (AS) uprising.

Keywords: Ashura Event; Imam Hussain (AS); Arabic Poetry of
Khuzestan; Pathology; Magtal al-Shashtart.

Introduction and Problem Statement

Religious literature, as a committed branch, focuses on analyzing
Quranic teachings, the conduct of the Infallibles (AS), and events in
Islamic history. The systematic formation of this literary current
gained momentum with the focus on the Ashura event. Its
foundational structure is the narration of Imam Hussain's (AS) journey
to Karbala and the return of the captives' caravan in the form of poetry
and prose, which, by attracting devotees of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS),
became a dynamic factor in Islamic civilization. With the
sanctification of Ashura poetry, especially in the vernacular genre of
Khuzestan, its geographical connection to Shiite centers in Irag and its
background in Arabic literature provided a fertile ground for its
flourishing. Maqtal works (such as Rawdat al-Shuhada by Kashfi, Al-
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Luhuf by Sayyid ibn Tawus, or Magtal al-Shashtari), by recording
narrative details (battle scenes, dialogues, character descriptions) in
rhythmic and emotional prose, enhanced the linguistic sensitivity of
poets and provided an imagistic basis for creating themes in religious
poetry. Contemporary poets, inspired by these Magtal works, depicted
the sacrifices of the Imam (AS) and his companions and undertook a
cultural mission. However, a gradual distancing from authentic
sources has led to thematic and structural distortions in contemporary
poetry. Among these, "Magtal al-Shashtar1,” with its dramatic tone
and focus on mourning aspects (such as eliciting tears, describing the
victimhood of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)), meets the emotional needs of
poets and audiences during mourning ceremonies. This research,
adopting a comparative method, analyzes vernacular Ashura poetry by
poets from Khuzestan against the classical model of "Magqtal al-
Shashtari." The primary goal is to identify narrative deviations,
historical deficiencies, and content changes in contemporary
productions, as well as the extent of poets' influence from this Magqtal
in creating poetic works, thereby reclaiming the authenticity of the
Ashura narrative.

Necessity and Research Background

The pathology of religious literature is a necessary act aligned with the
religious duty of "enjoining good and forbidding evil* (The Holy
Qur’an, Al Imran: 104), as it prevents the distortion of pure religious
concepts and increases societal insight. To date, numerous studies
have been conducted in the field of pathology of Persian Ashura
poetry (such as the works of Motahhari, 1989; Nouri; Esmaili;
Vahidzadeh). However, a significant research gap is felt regarding the
Ashura poetry of Khuzestan's Arabs and its comparative analysis with
classical sources. This research, by filling this gap and selecting
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"Magtal al-Shashtari™ as the comparison standard, seeks to provide a
deep analysis and corrective solutions.

Biography of Sheikh al-Shashtari

Sheikh Ja'far al-Shashtari (1814-1886 AD) was an influential Shiite
jurist and orator whose works, including "Maqtal Shishtari,” are
considered important sources for religious poets (Aga Buzurg al-
Tehrani, 2017, p. 1284).

Theoretical Framework and Methodology

This research utilizes a descriptive-analytical method with a
comparative approach. The statistical population consists of
vernacular Ashura poetry by contemporary Arab poets from
Khuzestan and the text of "Magtal al-Shashtari." Data was collected
through library research, and then the existing flaws in the poetry of
these divans were analyzed and compared with this Maqtal.

Research Findings and Comparative Analysis

The comparative analysis indicates the presence of the following flaws
in both domains (contemporary poetry and Maqtal al-Shishtari) to
varying degrees:

Exaggeration and Hyperbole in Virtues: In "Magtal al-Shashtari,”
instances of preferring Imam Hussain (AS) over the Prophets of Great
Resolve (Ulul 'Azm) are observed (Salmani, 1974, p. 31). This
approach has intensified in contemporary Khuzestani poetry, leading
to the absolute superiority of the Imam over all prophets (Mudhahiji,
2005, p. 201). This is while, according to Islamic teachings,
comparing the Imams (AS) with the Prophet (PBUH) is not acceptable
(Javadi Amuli, 1997, Vol. 7, p. 24).

Diminishing the Sacred Stature and Attributing Helplessness:
Although "Magtal al-Shashtart” emphasizes the dignity of the Ahl al-
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Bayt (AS) (Salmani, 1974, p. 242), it provides descriptions of
helplessness and chest-beating by Lady Zainab (SA) that can pave the
way for incorrect interpretations (Salmani, 1974, p. 245). In
contemporary poetry, this flaw peaks, creating images of desperation
and expressions of helplessness attributed to Imam Hussain (AS) and
Lady Zainab (SA) (Makiyan, 2016, p. 147).

Deterministic View and Atonement Perception: In "Magqtal al-
Shushtari,” concepts such as "Talbiyah" and extensive intercession are
presented in a way that can foster a deterministic understanding
(Salmani, 1974, p. 57). Contemporary poets clearly reflect this view in
their poetry, introducing weeping for the Imam as a guarantee for the
erasure of all sins (Barvayah, 2013, p. 34).

Epic Reductionism and Overemphasis on Thirst: "Magqtal al-
Shashtari," by focusing on the Imam's efforts to bring water to the
thirsty, highlights this subject (Salmani, 1974, p. 154). Contemporary
poetry has turned this into a central theme, often overshadowing other
dimensions of the uprising (Asadi, 2009, p. 158).

Superstition and Myth-making: "Magtal al-Shashtart” narrates the
story of "the wedding of Qasim (AS)" (Salmani, 1974, p. 164). This
narrative, which originates in Rawdat al-Shuhada (Wa‘iz Kashifi,
2020, Vol. 1, p. 243), has become a central theme in the poetry of
Khuzestani poets (Majidi, 2016, p. 81). Also, the story of the presence
of Layla, the mother of Ali Akbar (AS), in Karbala, which is not
confirmed in reliable sources such as (Motahhari, 1989, p. 75) and
(Qummi, 1994, p. 397), appears in contemporary poetry (Makiyan,
2011, p. 92).

Conclusion and Recommendations

This research demonstrated that the content-based flaws in
contemporary Ashura poetry from Khuzestan are rooted in poets'
interpretations of Magtal books, of which "Magqtal al-Shishtari™ is a

143


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN - 2423-7000

Vol. 13, No.66
January-February 2026
Research Article

b <

AT

part. These Maqtal works, despite their positive aspects, have
provided a basis for later distortions due to their use of weak
narrations, excessive emotionalization, and exaggeration in virtues.
The primary consequence of these flaws is the reduction of Hussain's
uprising from a "reformist, monotheistic, and political movement" to a
"purely emotional and tear-jerking tragedy" that carries no reformist
message and weakens its potential for emulation.

Proposed Recommendations
Return to Authentic Sources: Reverting to reliable and primary
Magtal works (such as Al-Luhuf, Al-Irshad).

Oversight and Education: Forming scientific-religious
committees for content purification and holding specialized
workshops for poets.

Production of Exemplary Content: Compiling collections of
standard poetry aligned with correct, reliable historical and
doctrinal principles.
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