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Abstract

In the myths of Azerbaijan, demons are sometimes the manifestation
of evil and evil and oppression that are powerful physically and
prevail over Man, and sometimes in some situations, Man defeats
them either in terms of physical strength or in terms of intelligence
and intelligence. The present study examines this change and
transformation from the perspective of cultural anthropology, and the
main question of the study is what cultural phenomena Dev in
Azerbaijani myths explains from anthropological perspectives and
what cultural requirements it was based on.This research, using a
descriptive-analytical method based on the examination of the main
characteristics and roles of demons in Azerbaijani written folktales,
and employing a library-based data collection method, aims to
understand and analyze the culture of Azerbaijani people. The
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findings suggest that elements such as the culture of forced marriage,
male-dominated culture, culture of combat and heroism, vigilance
against enemies and avoiding deception, culture of fatalism, the value
of pure love, and cultural development with regard to the intellectual
and visionary growth of the people over time have influenced the
nature of demons in their folklore. According to functionalist
perspectives in anthropology, these cultural aspects illustrate the
conditions and temperaments of the people of that society and clarify
their cultural identity.

Keywords: Cultural, Cultural anthropology, Demon, Functionalism,
Legends of Azerbaijan, Malinovsky.

Research Background

The demon (div) character in Iranian folklore has been a subject of
extensive study, primarily through mythological and religious
perspectives. Ebrahimi (2013) investigated the demon’s conceptual
evolution, tracing its development in Avestan texts and oral literature,
and identifying its equivalents across various cultural contexts.
Salimpour (2016) explored the demon’s role in ancient Iranian culture
and its depiction in miniature art, emphasizing its malevolent
attributes before and after the advent of Islam. Gorji and Pourkalhor
(2013) adopted an anthropological approach to examine popular
culture, analyzing folkloric elements such as tales, proverbs, and
rituals to uncover cultural identities. Despite these contributions, no
research has specifically focused on the anthropological analysis of
the demon character in Azerbaijani folklore. This study addresses this
gap by examining written Azerbaijani folklore through the lens of
Bronistaw Malinowski’s functionalist theory, which posits that
cultural elements emerge to fulfill societal needs. By analyzing the
demon’s role, this research seeks to uncover the cultural factors that
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have shaped its portrayal, offering new insights into the cultural
identity and historical dynamics of Azerbaijani society.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The primary goal of this study is to identify and analyze the cultural
factors that influence the formation of the demon character in
Azerbaijani  written folklore from a cultural anthropological
perspective. The research addresses the following questions:

1. What cultural phenomena does the demon represent in
Azerbaijani folklore?

2. What cultural conditions have contributed to the formation of
this character?

3. How are cultural functions, such as biological, instrumental, and
integrative needs, reflected in the demon’s portrayal within these
tales?

The demon character reflects cultural elements including forced
marriage, patriarchy, combat and heroism, vigilance against enemies,
fatalism, the value of pure love, and cultural development. These
cultural factors, in line with Malinowski’s functionalist theory,
address biological, instrumental, and integrative societal needs,
shaping the demon’s role in folklore.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the demon in Azerbaijani folklore
encapsulates cultural dimensions such as forced marriage, patriarchy,
combat and heroism, vigilance, resistance to deception, fatalism, pure
love, and cultural development. Grounded in Malinowski’s
functionalist theory, these elements address biological, instrumental,
and integrative societal needs, illuminating the cultural identity of
Azerbaijani people. The demon’s evolving role—from a powerful,
fearsome entity to one often outsmarted by human ingenuity—mirrors
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the region’s intellectual and social growth. This analysis highlights the
dynamic interplay between folklore and societal values, showing how
cultural narratives reflect and reinforce the historical and social
transformations of Azerbaijani society.
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