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A Comparative Study of the ""Ayyar' Archetype in the
Stories of Kéroglu and Robin Hood

Atekeh Rasmi* 1, Sakineh Rasmi?

Abstract

The archetype of the hero who stood up against oppression and
tyranny and, by standing up to feudal lords and oppressive rulers,
helped the lower class of society and those seeking justice, is seen in
all societies. These people, who stole from the rich and gave to the
poor. In Iran during the Sassanid period, there were "Eshkohans™ and
also "Ayyarans" or "Ey Yaran" who had special rules among
themselves. Arashk can be called the first Ayyaran of Iran who rose
up for the independence of Iran against the Seleucids (successors of
the Great Alexander). Yaqub Laith, Nader Qoli Usher, (nicknamed
Nader Shah Afshar), and Zeinab Pasha of Azerbaijan are other
examples of these historical heroes. Koroglu of Azerbaijan and the
Robin Hood of England are two such characters who have a
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connection between history and myth. Koéroglu is a common hero
among many Turkic peoples, including the Azerbaijanis of Iran, the
Turks of Turkey, Turkmens, Uzbeks, and Qashqgais. The British Robin
Hood is also world famous. Perhaps no other literary figure from
medieval Europe is as widely known throughout the world as the
outlaw forest's outlaw Robin Hood. Based on the American school,
this article compares the characters of Kéroglu and Robin Hood, two
Azerbaijani and British ayyar, in a descriptive and analytical manner.

Keywords: Comparative; Kéroglu; Robin Hood; Ayyar.

Introduction

Stories have always been the biographies of god-like heroes such as
Nahid, Bahram, Rashan and divine heroes such as Houshang,
Jamshid, Fereydun as well as mythological, national and epic heroes
such as Zal, Rostam and Esfandiar. The concept of heroism has
changed over the generations. In fact, it can be said that the conceptual
boundaries between heroes and role models are unclear. Hence, the
lives of real heroes are sought in legends that are linked to myth,
Legend and history are inseparable, because legend is a form of
heroism that history does not want to recognize. Koroglu and Robin
Hood are two of the heroes who demonstrate the connection between
history and myth. These two characters appear in different forms at
different times. In these transhistorical stories, the battle between good
and evil is displayed. In such narratives, the “protagonist,” or “hero,”
is forced to engage in an all-out conflict with the “antagonist,” or “evil
figure.” The original creator of these stories is not known. In the
words of Vagqif Valiyev, “Who knows how many generations of
Ashighs have participated in the development and elevation of this
eternal work— Koroglu —to the level of a true artistic example? They
have poured their inspirations, talents, instincts, and emotions together
without knowing each other, created with the blood of their hearts,
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from one generation to the next as a precious and original document.”
(Quoted from Rais-Niya, 1987: 95) Today, Koroglu narrative is
widespread in a vast geography of the territory of the Turks of Iran,
the Caucasus, and the Turks of present-day Afghanistan, Central Asia,
and some other places. Robin Hood is also a fictional character and
archetype in English folklore. The roots of this story go back to the
Middle Ages. The present article deals with the comparison of these
two characters based on the theory of the American school.

Research Background

There has been a lot of research on Kéroglu among the Turkic nations.
There are also many studies in Iran, the most important of which are
“Koraglu in Legend and History” (Raeis-Niya, 1987) and articles such
as “Dramatic and Adaptation Aspects of the Koraglu Epic” (Fakhri,
2023), “A Comparative Study of the Character of Koraglu, the Epic
Hero of Azerbaijan, with Antara lbn Shaddad, the Brave of Arab
Rider” (Rasmi, 2022). Regarding the research on the character of
Robin Hood in Iran, we can mention “A Study of the Story of Robin
Hood by Carla Amn Based on Abraham Maslow’s Self-Actualization
Theory” (Mozaffari and Qanavati, 2018) and two theses titled “A
Comparative Study of the Theme of Ayyar in the Stories of Samak
Ayyar and Robin Hood” (Hasanabadi, 2019), “Analysis of the
Components of Persistence in Abu Muslim Nameh and Robin Hood”
(Taheri, 2019). Regarding the comparison of these two characters, a
study was conducted at Harvard University titled "From Parthia to
Robin Hood: The Epic of the "Blind Man’s Son" (Russell, 2017), but
the content of this article, contrary to its title, is not a comparison of
the two characters, but a study on the story of the Koroglu, especially
among Armenians.
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Research Methodology

Research Method Based on the American school, this article compares
the characters of Koroglu and Robin Hood, two characters of
Azerbaijan and British, in a descriptive and analytical manner.

Conclusion

The archetype of the "Ayyar' is one of the most common archetypes
in the world. This archetype, known as "Eshkohan”, "Ayyaran"”, "Ey
Yaran" in Iran and "Souluk”, in Arabic is a person who helps to the
lower class by extorting or robbing from the rich. Koroglu of
Azerbaijan and Robin Hood of British are two well-known examples
of this group. The themes of the hero's mysterious weapon, the
beloved of an efficient aristocrat who devotes himself to justice, the
hero's companions who often belong to the lower class of society, the
hero's camp and the connection of history with myth are common
themes in both cases.
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Nottinghamshire

Guy of Warwick

Bevis of Hampton
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9. Ivanhoe

10.Walter Scott

11.Alexandre Dumas

12.Howard Pyle

13.Henry Gilbert

14.Robin Hood And The Silver Arrow
15.Tony Bradman

16.Fulk FitzWarin

17.River Erewash

18.Derbyshire

19.Merry Men

20.Will Scarlet

21.A Gest of Robyn Hood
22.Arthur a Bland

23.Robin Hood and the Tanner
24.David of Doncaster

25.Robin Hood and the Golden Arrow
26.Robin Hood and the Scotchman
27.Robin Hood and the Beggar
28.Greenwood

29.Arminius Vambéry
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31.Robin Hood and the Monk
32.Annales of England
33.Stow John
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35.Robin Hood and Maid Marian
36.Robin Hood and Queen Catherine
37.Robin Hood's Golden Prize
38.Jeu de Robin et Marion
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