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The Beloved’s Image in the Local Poetry of Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer-Ahmad Province, Focusing on the Obstacles
to Reunion

Mohammad Hossein Nikdarasl*!, Seyed Kazem Fazel?

Abstract

One of the most important key concepts in Luri poetry is the beloved
(yar), whose beauty and description of physical and moral traits form
central themes and motifs among local poets. Words related to love,
the beloved, the lover, separation, longing, obstacles to union, and
rivals take on deeper meaning within the nomadic environment among
towering mountains, green slopes, and vast springtime plains. The
image of the beloved in Luri poetry reflects qualities like bravery,
boldness, and chivalry, similar to the beloved portrayed in Persian
ghazals. Moreover, the musical tone of Luri poetry, shaped by the
hardships and disappointments of both love and life, is often more
melancholic and sorrowful, expressing a longing for the joyful past.
This study examines the image of the beloved through descriptions of
physical features (eyes, eyebrows, height, lips, face) and behaviors
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(indifference, cruelty, coquettishness, gestures), along with
metaphorical names such as berno, shelal, shkal, and karah shekal. It
also explores the natural and unnatural obstacles that prevent union
with the beloved. The authors aim to show, by focusing on the
aesthetic aspects of the beloved in local poems, the importance of love
and romance in the cultural life of the Luri people.

Keywords: Nomadic environment; image of the beloved; local
poetry; obstacles to union; Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad.

Research Background

Many studies have been conducted on Luri poetry. For example,
Davari examined the poetic forms of the province, analyzing local
poetry alongside the music and meter of Luri poems, and classified the
music of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province into categories such
as work songs, ceremonial music, and epic music. In another study,
Khaleghzadeh explored the theme of longing in the folk literature of
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad. Additionally, Siahpour, in his research
titled Love in Boyer-Ahmadi Luri Poetry, analyzed two central themes
in Luri poetry—love and epic—and its musical modes. Other Iranian
scholars, including Lameh in his book Folklore of the Nomads of
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, and Sediq in his article Songs from
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, have written extensively about the
songs, poetry, and folk culture of this region.

Objectives, questions, and hypotheses

The authors aim to explore the aesthetic aspects of the beloved in local
poetry while highlighting the significance of love and romance in the
cultural life of the Luri people, both in quantity and quality. They
focus on describing the beloved’s physical and behavioral traits and
how these are reflected in local poems, as well as the obstacles to
union in Luri love. The study also compares the traditional beloved
with the beloved portrayed in Luri poetry. Key questions include:
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What is the relationship between the main themes and the similes and
metaphors found in lyrical literature and Luri local poems? What are
the physical and behavioral characteristics of the beloved, and what
barriers to union are depicted in Luri poetry? Is Luri’s passionate
poetry more inward-looking or outward-looking? Is love based on
separation or union? Is the image of the beloved in the realm of love
earthly or heavenly? What are the sources of the beloved’s physical
and behavioral descriptions?

Main Discussion

The lyrical poetry of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province is not
only an expression of love and longing but also a living record of the
identity of the Lur people. The beauty of nature, nomadism, and
separation from the beloved have been key factors inspiring the
expression of lyrical emotions. Furthermore, strong tribal ties made
themes such as love, separation, and passion central to local poets,
which explains why the lyrical aspect of local poetry is especially
prominent (Taheri, 2009, p. 86). The beloved’s physical and
behavioral beauty, set against the backdrop of nature, often left the
lover restless and wandering, driving him to seek refuge in mountains
and deserts. Erika Friedl writes that “Their beauty (of girls and
women) could make one sick, kill, burn, blind, ruin one’s heart, and
unsettle one’s soul” (Siahpour, 2008, p. 95).

Alongside the enchanting and captivating beloved, the lush nature
and towering mountains of the nomadic environment, the confused
lover faces many obstacles in his pursuit of union. These obstacles are
both natural and human. It can be said that the main element in the
formation of lyrical epics is the presence of barriers preventing the
lover from reaching the beloved. These barriers may take various
forms and are skillfully placed by the poet along the lover’s path.
Depending on the story’s ending, these obstacles are eventually
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removed. Without them, the story or poem would lack tension and
passion (Zolfaghari, 1966, p. 57).

Forced migrations to border or hot regions, heavy rains blocking
village and nomadic routes, and poverty made union impossible.
Alongside these natural factors, human factors such as rivals and tribal
social structures also played a significant role (Codes 3, 2, 1).

Conclusion

In Luri poetry, the physical and behavioral characteristics of the
beloved, while rooted in the themes and motifs of Persian ghazals, are
clearly influenced by the nomadic, ethnic, and tribal environment. The
metaphorical names of the beloved—such as shelal, berno, kopak,
shekal, and kaharshekal—strongly support this view. The main
obstacles to union are natural factors like the terrain, mountains, snow,
rain, and travel, as well as human factors such as rivals and tribal
social structures. The lover strives wholeheartedly to overcome these
barriers. The beloved in Luri poetry resembles that of Persian ghazals
but is kinder and more loyal, possessing a gentle and faithful nature
and a pure, sincere heart. The lover and beloved more often suffer in
the pain of separation than enjoy the joy of union. For this reason,
introversion is a defining feature of their poetry, aligning with the
Iragi style. Their love is symbolic and lacks mystical or spiritual
undertones.
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Table 1: Categories and codes extracted from interviews
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