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Abstract

This study examines the proverbs and folk beliefs of the Maraghian
community in Alamut from a cultural-semantic perspective,
employing Geertz’s thick description approach. The primary aim is to
analyze the social and symbolic meanings of these cultural elements
and their role in representing ethnic identity and structuring social
relations. The findings indicate that the Maraghian proverbs are not
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merely linguistic devices but meaningful structures that reinforce
cultural values, social norms, and power relations. Some of these
proverbs emphasize endogamy, economic independence, and social
solidarity, functioning as mechanisms for intergenerational knowledge
transmission. Conversely, the community’s folk beliefs are largely
rooted in lived experience and interactions with the natural
environment, reflecting local perceptions of natural and social
phenomena. Results further show that these cultural elements, when
faced with social change and modernization, serve as tools for
preserving ethnic identity and fostering cultural resilience. The study
underscores the importance of documenting and analyzing such
cultural elements to enhance understanding of identity formation
processes and cultural sustainability in local communities.

Keywords: Proverbs; folk beliefs; Maraghian community of Alamut;
cultural semantics; ethnic identity; interpretive analysis; Clifford
Geertz.

Introduction

Background of the Study

Previous research indicates that no direct studies have been conducted
on the analysis of Iranian proverbs using Clifford Geertz’s thick
description approach. However, some works in the field of symbolic
anthropology and the cultural interpretation of rituals—such as those
by Sarafraz (2020) and Ghajeghi-Nejad et al. (2020)—have introduced
this approach. In studies related to proverbs, works by
Khosravi-Shakib (2024) and Babazadeh etal. (2019) have addressed
social and critical aspects; nevertheless, the symbolic analysis and
exploration of semantic layers within a specific cultural context have
received less attention. The present research fills this gap by focusing
on the linguistic and cultural manifestations of the Maraghian
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community in Alamut and analyzing them within Geertz’s theoretical
framework.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The Goals of the present study are as follows:

-To analyze the social meanings of the proverbs and folk beliefs of
the Maraghian community and identify the social values
embedded within them.

-To examine the role of these cultural elements in explaining social
relations, ethnicity, the natural environment, and family relations.

-To explore the interconnections between proverbs, folk beliefs, and
Maraghian ethnic identity, as well as their role in the
reconstruction and preservation of culture across generations.

The study aims to answer the following question: How do these

cultural elements contribute to a deeper understanding of the culture,

social identity, and relations of the Maraghian community of Alamut,
and what role do they play in shaping the social structure and values
of this group?

Main Discussion

Proverbs are an inseparable part of human social life and, in fact,
represent some of the most concise and widely used forms of
expression to have emerged within human societies. With slight
variations in form, they encapsulate the cognitive experiences of
individuals in collective life and in social interaction and
communication within community groups (Pour-Ebrahim & Nemati,
2020). Within this broader context, the Maraghian community of
Alamut, distinguished by its unique cultural features—including the
extensive use of proverbs and folk beliefs—constitutes an ideal case
for examining such cultural forms.
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This research employed Clifford Geertz’s thick description approach,
which emphasizes close observation, analysis of social context, and
interpretation of semantic layers. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with residents of Maraghian-inhabited
villages in Alamut. From these, nine proverbs and four folk beliefs
were selected based on their frequency of use, social meanings, and
cultural roles. Data analysis was carried out in five stages:

1. The literal meaning of the proverbs and folk beliefs (thin
description);
Their symbolic and deeper meanings;
The conditions of use and social context;
Their social and cultural role in ethnic identity;
A thick description of their cultural and social meanings.
The research findings reveal that, in this community, proverbs
transcend the status of brief linguistic expressions to form complex
semantic systems that reinforce normative values and power relations.
For example, the proverb “Z har cheshmeh ab makhor ke ziresh gach
darayo” (“Do not drink from every spring, for you may find lime
beneath it”) implicitly emphasizes endogamy and the preservation of
ethnic authenticity, while “Hama jor gadu mun vinda biya, Marughi
gadu mun nevinda biya” (“Any beggar may be seen, but not a
Maraghian beggar”) symbolizes the Maraghian pride in social dignity
and economic independence.
Similarly, the folk beliefs—such as predicting the weather based on
the color of the sky or the behavior of animals—reflect the deep bond
between human beings and nature and form part of the community’s
indigenous wisdom.

SIREN

Conclusion
Adopting Clifford Geertz’s descriptive-interpretive approach, this
study set out to examine the proverbs and folk beliefs of the
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Maraghian community of Alamut from a cultural-semantic
perspective. The findings demonstrate that these cultural elements
function not merely as linguistic tools but as symbolic, meaningful
structures that play a significant role in explaining the social relations,
ethnic identity, and cultural values of the Maraghian people. In this
community, proverbs and folk beliefs operate as cultural codes,
transmitting value-laden concepts such as social solidarity, family
cohesion, adherence to tradition, and modes of engagement with social
change.

Overall, the proverbs and folk beliefs of the Maraghian community
of Alamut serve as living documents of the oral tradition, carrying
social meanings and identity symbols that are instrumental in
sustaining solidarity, transmitting values, and resisting cultural
change. This research underscores the necessity of documenting and
analyzing such cultural elements to safeguard the intangible heritage
of local communities and suggests conducting similar studies in other
communities to enable comparative analyses of cultural patterns.
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