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Books of Wonders and Classical Persian Literary Texts

Maryam Kasayi', Khalil Beig Zadeh*?

Abstract

In the popular mythology and culture, there have been variant traditions and
customs related to modification in the nature in order to generate
precipitation or otherwise preventing them. In these traditions, intervention
in the nature was deemed to occur through using specific objects, taking
certain actions and casting spells. One of the most important instances of
these practices which have been prevalent in the central Asia especially
among Turkish societies, is resorting the rain stone to bring about snow and
rain. The objective of this study, which was conducted in an analytical and
descriptive method with citation of quite a few antiquated sources, is to
critique and analysis of rain stone in age-old texts especially books of
wonders, mineralogical and historical ones along with referring to the
comparable traditions in popular cultures and mythology. The pivotal
questions in this study concern the origin of this stone and its functions and
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modus operandi. The results of the investigation show that the ancient
people have had both natural and mythological perspectives towards the rain
stone as a sort of talisman, which [was believed to] empowered the operators
and enabled the spellers to weaken and defeat the enemy by bring up snow
and cold weather. This stone has also played an important role in agriculture
by generating rain on the fields or preventing hail.

Keywords: Intervention in the weather; rain stone; rain stone origins;
rain stone functions; comparable traditions.

Background research

Behazin, D (1977) discusses a well-known stone in Ardabil and shows
the reflections of Hajar-al-Matar in several texts. Jafari (Qanavati),
(2022) in the detailed entry titled 'Rain Invocation' published in
Volume Two of the Encyclopedia of Iranian Folk Culture, referred to
numerous rituals and beliefs related to rain-seeking practices. Part of
his research focuses on rain invocation through rain-bringing stones.
In 2002, Kiaei briefly discussed the concept of rain invocation and
examined some of its manifestations in popular culture. In his 2016
book Popular Beliefs of the People of Iran, Zolfaghari, while
examining rain-invoking rituals, briefly referred to the rain-bringing
stone under the entry "Rain Invocation".

Objectives and research questions

The main objective of this research, conducted in a descriptive—
analytical method, is to examine, analyze, and explore the
phenomenon of the rain-bringing stone (hajar al-matar) and the
rituals and beliefs associated with it as reflected in Ajayib-namas and
other classical Persian texts. This study seeks to answer the following
questions:
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e In which categories of classical texts is hajar al-matar
reflected, and what set of rituals and beliefs has developed
around it?

e What is the relationship between hajar al-matar and magic or
talismans, and what similar rituals and beliefs exist in
mythology and folklore?

e What are the uses of hajar al-matar?

o From the perspective of earlier scholars, how was hajar al-
matar regarded in terms of truth and falsehood?

Main Discussion

Weather manipulation has long been practiced among certain
communities, giving rise to various customs, rituals, and beliefs that
can be traced in mythological texts, mineralogical works, historical
sources, Ajayib-namas (wonder books), and folklore. One of the most
significant rain-invoking rituals is the use of the rain-bringing stone,
which merits examination and analysis in terms of its origins and
essence, its function, its reality or imagined nature, and its relation to
magic and talismans.

Rain invocation has been common in the mythologies of different
nations, accompanied by a wide variety of rituals. The use of hajar al-
matar (the rain-bringing stone) was particularly prevalent among the
Turkic-speaking peoples of Central Asia. In Turkish, the stone was
called yad (or yede), and the person who employed it was known as a
yad-chi. The term yad is etymologically related to the Persian word
jadu (“magic”) and is associated with wizardry and talismanic
practices.

The rain-bringing stone was employed for multiple purposes. It
served as a means of demonstrating the rain-maker’s mastery over
nature and his ability to perform extraordinary acts. Hajar al-matar
was also used in warfare, often by creating cold weather to bring about
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the enemy’s defeat. Furthermore, among its functions was the
prevention of agricultural damage caused by hail.

Conclusion

In mineralogical texts, the origin of hajar al-matar (the rain stone) has
been described as either mineral or animal. Historical sources relate
that when the Prophet Noah (peace be upon him) divided the world, he
granted this stone as a supernatural power to the forefather of the
Turks. Some accounts attribute the rain stone to a desert located in the
far eastern regions of the earth. An ancient Sogdian document
concerning hajar al-matar mentions a talisman by which a sorcerer,
through specific rituals, could cause rainfall. Abu Rayhan Biruni,
adopting a rational and empirical approach, regarded hajar al-matar as
a groundless legend and attempted to demonstrate, through reasoning,
the impossibility of causing or preventing snow and rain by means of
it.

Nevertheless, a considerable number of sources either endorsed the
effectiveness of the rain stone or treated it with a believing sympathy.
One of its most significant functions was its employment in military
contexts by court magicians, who, through generating wind, rain,
snow, and cold, would catch enemy forces off guard during battle. The
rain stone was also used to temper the air, dispel heat and flies,
legitimize authority, protect crops from damage caused by hail, and
produce rainfall for the crops.
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