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Abstract

This article explores the semiotic approach, as a post-structuralist
method, for analyzing folktales, with a specific focus on the story of
"Haji Luvaas." In contrast to the structuralist approach, which
primarily examines fixed and variable elements, as well as the thirty-
one functions and seven spheres of action, the semiotic approach,
particularly rooted in Greimas-2, delves deeper by considering the
underlying meanings and concepts. This approach illustrates how the
semiotic square becomes evident in the narrative syntax on the surface
level. Subsequently, these deep and surface structures are realized in
discourse syntax, contributing to the development of discursive
meaning. Greimas-2 aims to construct discursive meaning through
semiotic analysis while acknowledging the limitations of structuralist
semiotics, viewing them as "meaning deficiencies.” This article seeks
to provide an analytical and explanatory response to the question of
what unique characteristics the semiotic approach brings to the
examination of folktales and how it differs from a purely descriptive
and structuralist approach.
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Research background

Folk tales have long been a subject of discussion and analysis,
examined through various literary criticism and theoretical
approaches. One of the foundational steps in this exploration was
taken by Greimas-1, who attempted to condense the functions of the
thirty-one Proppian functions into twenty and reduce the seven
spheres of action to six roles. However, it was Gramsci-2 who,
addressing what Greimas personally termed "semantic deficit," sought
to delve deeper into the discussions of structuralism and formalism,
providing a more profound and extensive perspective. Greimas-2, by
introducing a semiotic approach, laid the groundwork for the
transition from structural and formal narrative analysis to
phenomenology and hermeneutics. This broadening of Greimas-2's
perspective led to the emergence of other approaches, including the
iconic-semiotic and prosthesis approaches.

Goals, questions, and assumptions
The main question is what characteristics the semiotic approach brings
to folk tales and what newer dimensions it exposes beyond purely
structuralist considerations. In this regard, it seems that folk tales,
unlike conventional approaches that are primarily descriptive and
structural, possess certain features that, from another perspective,
manifest more vividly and prominently. This article endeavors to
elucidate and formulate the transition from Proppian approaches to
post-Proppian perspectives by analyzing a sample folk tale from the
Araki's folktales called "Haji Luvas."

There is an abundance of articles and resources available on Propp
and the Proppian approach to folk tales (refer to Khadiv, 2008, and
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Khadiv and Davoodabadi, 2019, among other accessible sources). In
the context of the semiotic approach, Shaeri's works remain
pioneering. Although the application of his perspectives to Persian
poetry and prose is somewhat obscure and intricate due to the chosen
writing style, Shaeri has, with the same enigmatic and complex
language, provided a precise and illustrative description and analysis
of some works of Persian poetry and prose. Nevertheless, some
researchers, without a complete understanding of the original
perspectives of semiotics and in a primary manner, have chosen Shaeri
as a catalyst for generating a plethora of articles. However, some
researchers, either in accordance with or in parallel with Shaeri, have
endeavored to adopt this approach in their various works (see Babak
Moein, 2015; 2017; Shaeri & Kanaani, 2015; Kanaani, 2018; 2022,
among other sources). Despite this, the semiotic approach has been
less explored in examining and analyzing Iranian folk tales.

The story of Haji Luvas, like Proppian tales, begins with deceit and
cunning, embodied by the fox. The fox's deceit serves as the primary
motive for its actions in tricking other animals and initiating the story.
In the initial situation, the fox, covered in a green cloak and with a
green skin, contemplates using this attire to deceive and trick the
animals. Therefore, it decides to repent and portray itself as a virtuous
and abstinent creature. However, aware that its repentance is based on
deceit and hypocrisy, it quickly violates this resolution and resumes
deceiving the animals, presenting itself as a pious and repentant being
with the clothing it has prepared, while, in reality, it is engaging in
deception. It is worth noting that Propp's analysis is limited to the
formal and structural description of stories, and as he himself
suggests, other researchers should discuss the political and social
aspects of tales. It seems that the semiotic approach of Greimas is one
of the post-Proppian methods to reveal these hidden aspects in stories.
Accordingly, one can argue that the fox, in the role of a negative
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character, aims to achieve a valuable object, which is obtaining food
from the animals through deceit. In this process, some animals, as
main and secondary actors, fall into the trap of its cunning, while the
dogs, in the role of the main heroes, bring the fox to justice for its
actions. From a semiotic square perspective, the fox initially intends to
deceive animals using religious symbols such as a green cloak, staff,
rosary, and adopting religious discourse. For this purpose, it engages
in trickery and pretends to have repented, planning to go on a
pilgrimage, even though the first sentence of the story emphasizes that
it came to steal a chicken and fell into the trap of cunning.

However, the semiotic approach of Greimas, while providing a
more detailed explanation of the Proppian approach, also sets the stage
for other perspectives. From the perspective of the prosthesis
approach, it can be said that the new prosthesis of the fox, resulting
from the fox's fall in the multicolored pit and serving as the
substituting prosthesis, creates a new discursive situation and space
for the actor/fox to expand its field of action, which involves deceit
and trickery against the animals. Now, this new prosthesis provides us
as readers with the opportunity to confront the iconic-semiotic
symbols of the initial fox with the iconic-semiotic symbols of the fox
adorned with a green prosthesis, enabling us to engage in a process of
signification, as demonstrated earlier. Here, the green prosthesis not
only allows the actor/fox to conceal its weakness (cunning and deceit)
but also, through this means, it gains a kind of legitimate power to
take control of the bodies and minds of others, guiding and directing
them.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it appears that the green prosthesis acts as a discursive
tool in the hands of the actor to create a new prosthesis for itself and
harm others. This type of prosthesis or prosthetic not only occurs in
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this story but is also evident in other tales of this nature. However, it is
crucial to note that to achieve this discursive function, one must move
beyond purely structural and descriptive approaches such as the
Proppian approach and delve into post-Proppian approaches such as
semiotic-semantics or the prosthesis approach. As evident, it is not
possible to achieve this type of discursive analysis solely through
formal adherence to structural and formative approaches like Propp or
even Greimas-1. In fact, from the Proppian perspective, this prosthesis
may function as an elevated element that varies from one story to
another or from one culture to another.

Nevertheless, in the post-Proppian approach, this same variable
element serves as a discursive prosthesis with a significant impact on
the narrative and fate. Hence, it seems that strictly formative and
structural approaches, while fundamental in the formal and narrative
analysis of stories, cannot fully explain all the visible and hidden
aspects of stories, and it is necessary to incorporate other perspectives
depending on the discussion. An eclectic approach, considering
various structural and post-structural approaches, might be suitable for
analyzing and explaining stories. In this eclectic approach, depending
on the theme and discussion of the story, one can draw on various
structural and post-structural perspectives. However, the post-
Proppian approach is not limited to semiotic-semantics and the
prosthesis approach, but it also includes the iconic-semiotic approach
among other perspectives, which should be explored in other contexts.
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