Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN:2423-7000
Vol. 11, No.54

January & February 2024
Research Article

b <

R

Analyzing the Concept of Expectation in Mazandaran
Popular Literature Couplets

. -x1 Received: 06/07/2023
Vida Saravi Accepted: 10/11/2023

Abstract c i Autors il
. . . * Corresponding Author's E-mail:
Expectation is one of the most important themes of strange songs. Saravi@‘;abo.ia%.ac_ir

These songs include important themes of human life, work and
suffering, and at the same time, they have a long-standing connection
with love and enamored of love. Popular literature is a science for
recognizing people's conventions and beliefs, which includes myth,
beliefs, tales, and songs. Folk songs are considered an important part
of oral literature due to the protection of the cultural-national identity
and the transmission of the feelings and opinions of our ancestors. In
Mazandarani's poems, there are themes such as hidden expectation,
which is rooted in the culture and daily life of the people of this
country, but it has not been addressed so far. This research, with a
descriptive-analytical method, aims to investigate the concept of
expectation in Mazandaran popular literature couplets. By studying
more than 1000 couplets of Mazandarani, 310 couplets, i.e. about
31%, have been seen within the expectation. Based on the library and
field research findings, it can be said that songs with the concept of
waiting in general, and waiting for the lover to return in particular
have the highest frequency. Besides, the lover waits for spring to come
and the flowers to bloom in order to see the lover, however, the lover
waits for the return of the beloved from military service, while the
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family members wait for their loved ones to return to the city and the
country. Finally, the hardworking farmer waits for the harvest and also
the end of grief. In such a context, stories, the suffering of exile and
reaching peace and freedom have a special place.

Keywords: Popular literature; couplet; Mazandaran; the concept of
waiting; love.

Research background

The main creators of songs are popular artists who live among people.
These pure artists are the source of spiritual values, custodians of
popular beliefs, and creators of beautiful couplets. A significant part
of popular literature poems expresses the concept of expectation.
"Waiting means having eyes, looking forward to the lover and
worrying" (Dehkhoda, 1963, vol. 8, p. 294). Waiting in popular
literature, which is sometimes associated with complaints, is a poem
in which the poet laments the misfortunes of the times and waits for
the return of good times. One of the characteristics of waiting poetry
in popular literature is a variety of disturbing combinations such as:
death, loneliness, exile, soldiering, sunset, and road. This research
aims to investigate the concept of expectation in the couplets of
Mazandaran popular literature. For this reason, more than 1000
couplets of Mazandarani's poems have been analyzed, of which 310
couplets have been expected. Based on the findings of the research, it
can be said that songs with the concept of waiting and waiting for the
lover to return again have the highest frequency. Besides, the waiting
of the beloved for the return of the lover from the military, the waiting
of the family members for the return of their loved ones, the waiting
of the farmer for the harvest, as well as the waiting for the end of
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sadness, the suffering of exile and reaching peace and freedom have a
special place.

Research questions

Based on the literature, the following research questions were raised:
1. With what concepts has the theme of expectation been expressed in
popular couplets of Mazandarani?

2. What factors have caused the writing of poems with the theme of
expectation in popular literature of Mazandaran?

Research hypotheses

The hypotheses of the research are:

1. A lover's eyes for the beloved's return, waiting for the end of the
sorrow of exile and reaching peace and freedom are prominent
concepts of waiting in Mazandarani's popular couplets.

2. Failures and disappointment in love, early marriages of girls,
loneliness and sadness of homelessness have become factors in the
composition of couplets with the theme of expectation in popular
literature of Mazandaran.

Background research

Due to his complete familiarity with the culture and nature of his
hometown, the folk poet chooses many poetic themes from the life
context of his fellow provinces. In Mazandaran, especially in the
villages, young people - both boys and girls - were under severe
restrictions to establish communication. In such an unfavorable
atmosphere, an aspiring young man sings all his heart in the cover of a
song. These poems speak for the society of every age and can show us
both moral virtues and social corruptions. Restrictions and exclusions
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have caused a significant part of these songs to express the concept of
expectation. Love is the most important theme of popular literature.
The effectiveness of romantic songs is due to the presence of pure
love in them. These poems reflect the thoughts and romantic beliefs of
the people of each region. A huge part of the poems of popular
literature are the emigrations and the sadness of the lover's waiting for
the return of the beloved:

Deli per xun deli kahu darembe/ ruzi x[Jrab [Juie bi xu darembe

Keje dari tesse ra dare m[] [Jel ]/ t[] badiyen-re arezu darembe

(Na deri Rajeh, 2014, p. 54)

(My heart is bloody and bruised from being away from you. My
day is ruined and my nights are accompanied by insomnia. Where are
you, my love?! My eyes are waiting to see you. | wish to see you
again.)

Another part of the poems of popular literature is related to the
suffering of exile and distance from the homeland. "Government does
not belong to a specific class, it is more related to girls who are
married in exile, or soldiers who spend military service far from their
homeland, or men who leave their homeland to provide for their
family's livelihood (Mohsani et al., 2014, p. 151). In this couplet, the
lover is unsettled by the fear of losing his friend to the point where he
asks his friends for help:

T[] unje va m[n inje xale rahe/ miun kuha kamer sange siyahe
Rafequn jam bavvein sang- re bahirin/ k71 m[ yar dar velayet [ e[ berahe
(Samadi, 1991, p. 190)

(You are in the home and | am in the exile, there is a long way
between us. In the middle, there is a mountain, hardship and black
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stone (difficulty on the way to reach the beloved). Comrades, gather
and pick up the stone that my lover is on his way to wait for me.)

Conclusion

Due to familiarity with their hometown, popular literature poets take
many poetic themes from the life context of their hometown and
sometimes become narrators of their pains. A large part of the
conceptual network of waiting is related to the waiting of the lover
and the beloved for each other, the lover's urgent request for the return
of the lover, the lover's anxious look at the door of the house for the
lover's return. Failures and disappointment make up the majority of
these couplets. Boys who go to military service, girls who are forced
to marry at a young age and bear the suffering of homelessness, are
the narrators of a large part of these poems. The waiting of family
members for each other, waiting for the arrival of spring and the start
of work and trying again, waiting for the farmer to harvest the crop so
that he can sell it to pay for the wedding, waiting for the end of
sadness caused by poverty, loneliness, circumstances, social disorder,
fear of losing little belongings are other things to expect. The poet,
who is fed up with the misfortunes of the times, is waiting for the sun
of fortune to blow and the return of good times.
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Table 1. The division of 310 couplets of Mazandarani in relation with the
investigation of the concept of expectation.
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Figure 1. Division of the number of couplets in relationship with the
investigation of the concept of expectation
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