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Popular beliefs in Kermanshah province, especially among the Kurds z_,-amshiﬁi@hsfac_ir

living in this province, are special, untouched and related to
mythological thoughts. In this essay, the author has investigated and
analyzed the marriage rituals in the Sanjabi, Kalhor and Goran clans,
and explored the mythological roots of these rituals. Among the many
marriage rituals in the mentioned clans, courtship rituals, holding a
wedding on an odd day, the presence of a woman named Pa kahst r,
the bride's red dress and bread and salt with her, the magic of the knot,
the presence of male elements in the symbolic affairs of the wedding,
and dance and music have a deep connection with mythological and
ancient thoughts. According to the research, matchmaking in the
mentioned clans is mostly in the form of the girl's family leading the
way, which is reminiscent of marriage in matrilineal periods. The
woman who is referred to as Pa kahsir has the key role of the
goddess AS1 , who in Iranian mythology is associated with marital
union and female help. Holding weddings on odd days of the week is
related to the sacredness of numbers one, three and seven in
mythology. The red color of the wedding dress has a deep
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mythological meaning and shows life and fertility, and bread and salt
with her is related to the concept of Farrah. The magic of the knot,
which is more commonly referred to as tying the groom, is a kind of
imitative magic, and the strong role of male elements in the wedding
is in connection with fire and the symbolic concept of the stove. The
famous Kurdish music and dance (Halaparki ) is basically a repetition
of the rituals of honoring the land and related to the agricultural era.

Keywords: Popular beliefs; myth; culture of Kermanshah; marriage
rituals.

Many studies have been done on popular culture, but so far, there are
few studies that deal with the mythological roots of popular culture.
Among these research, we can mention the article "Relationship
between Myth and Popular Culture” by Jamshidi and Arta (2019). In
this essay, the authors have analyzed three folk beliefs in Iranian
culture and their mythological roots.

Several studies have been done about the public culture of
Kermanshah; among these works that are closer to the subject of this
research, the following can be mentioned:

Parnian (1995) in his thesis on Kurdish popular culture investigated
the language, popular literature including legends, clothing, beliefs,
etc. in Kermanshah, but this research lacks mythological analysis and
mythological roots.

Hemti (2008) in her thesis entitled "Review of Children's Literature
in the Public Culture of Kermanshah", has reviewed lullabies, legends,
proverbs, Chistans and songs.

In her thesis titled "The Influence of the Shahnameh on
Kermanshah's Public Literature” (2018), Hamrahian has investigated
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some of the elements of Kermanshah's public culture that are
influenced by the Shahnameh.

Goals and questions
Paying attention to popular culture and beliefs and its connection with
traditions and mythological thoughts is very important in terms of
cultural studies. The purpose of this research is to investigate and
analyze the marriage rituals in Sanjabi, Kalhor and Goran tribes in
Kermanshah. Since the popular culture and beliefs among the nomads
and villagers continue to survive with strength, the investigation of
various rituals among these people brings interesting results.

In the current research, the author tries to answer the following
questions:

- What is the relationship between the popular beliefs of the people
of Kermanshah and mythology?

- To what extent have ancient Iranian beliefs influenced the
elements of public marriage in Kermanshah?

- Which of the public marriage rituals of Kermanshah has the
influence of the Mesopotamian culture left?

Discuss

Popular culture is the main manifestation of behaviors with the
infrastructure of mythological beliefs. "Bastid" is of the opinion that
various elements of popular culture, such as legends, stories and
popular beliefs, are the degraded form and remnants of ancient myths
in which, on the surface, the mythological sanctity has lost its color
(Bastid, 1991, pp. 42- 46). Therefore, rituals, symbols, poems and
plays in popular beliefs can be considered as a part of popular
literature. In traditional societies, traces of mythological thoughts can
be seen in many aspects of life. Kurds are one of the ethnic groups that
strongly adhere to their ancient customs. The roots of many beliefs
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and rituals of this people go back to ancient times and mythological
beliefs (Shams, 1999, p. 46).

From the very distant past until now, among different civilizations,
marriage has been important and has its own rituals for various
reasons, including the importance of the survival of the generation,
preservation of the family, race and structure and Kkinship relations.
Marriage has been considered sacred and blessed by ancient people,
and for this reason, it includes stages that are reminiscent of rites of
passage. These rituals are performed in traditional societies by using
symbolism and in an artistic and literary structure, because "every
nation has its own special symbols to express its mythological ideas
and attitudes" (Fotouhi, 2009, p. 191). These symbols can be called
holy symbols and they can be studied in popular literature.

Result

One of the marriage rites in Kermanshah, which is related to the
matrilineal period, is matchmaking, which in the studied clans is
mostly performed by the girl's family leading the way or sending a
mediator. In all wedding ceremonies, a woman from the groom's
family plays a role, who is called Pa kahsu r, and considering her role
in marriage, conjugal bond and female helper, she is reminiscent of
one of the ancient Iranian goddesses named Ashi or Ard.

The emphasis on holding weddings on odd days of the week is
related to the sacredness of numbers one, three and seven in
mythology. The red color of the wedding dress has a deep
mythological meaning and is a sign of life and fertility and bread and
salt with the bride associated with the concept of Farrah. The magic of
the knot, which is more commonly referred to as tying the groom, is a
kind of imitative magic, and the strong role of male elements in the
wedding is in connection with fire and the symbolic meaning of the
stove. The famous Kurdish music and dance is basically a repetition of
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the land commemoration rituals and in connection with the
agricultural era.
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