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Ethnography of the Marriage Ritual in the South of Fars
Province: The Case of Alamarvdasht

Mahmoud Mehravaran™, Ahmad Mehravaran?

Introduction

Alamarvdasht, located in Fars province, is a small city and the center
of its district within Lamerd city. The area's diverse cultures have
influenced the development of a distinct local culture. Marriage in
Alamarvdasht, like elsewhere in Iran, is a ritual and system shaped by
social, cultural, religious, and economic factors. Economic
considerations and the collaboration between the bride and groom play
a significant role in the execution of the marriage ritual in the present
day.

Research background

About the subject of this article, no complete and independent writing
has been seen until today, but some related studies could be
mentioned.

Fagiri (2016) in his book in short pages (253-258) briefly stated the
generalities of the wedding ritual in Alamarvdasht from the writings
of another researcher. Askari Chavardi (2008) has written an article
about the wedding ceremony and the process of holding its traditional
and modern forms, entitled "Wedding ceremonies in the region of
Lamard and Mohr Fars" and in it, he has also presented some local
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songs. Mousavi (2016) in a part of his master's thesis entitled "Review
of popular culture of Alamarvdasht in the last 250 years", narrated
some wedding poems and songs.

Goals

This research focuses on documenting and analyzing a segment of the
native culture in the Alamarvdasht region of southern Fars province. It
examines the stages of marriage, classification, and description of
various elements. By preserving these customs and traditions, it
promotes stability and sustainability of indigenous subcultures, while
fostering understanding among people from different regions.

research method

In the framework of the ethnographic research method based on
participatory observation, this research has described and analyzed the
observations under study. The authors of this article are natives of the
region and in addition to personal observation and data collection,
they also asked local informants and mentioned some points.

The main discussion
The marriage ceremony in Alamarvdasht also consists of several
stages and ceremonies. The marriage process and its customs in this
region are divided into three stages as follows:
Preparations before marriage

The arrival of a boy and a girl in a new house and the beginning of
a new life is a major change in life and a change from an individual
base within the family to a collective base as well as the formation of
a social center that has its own special ritual. Since a person intends to
marry and choose a wife, he performs the following actions: liking
and choosing a girl, sending a messenger, consulting the girl's family
with elders and acquaintances and discretion, courting the family, Ree
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Goshun, Kavin (marriage), Lak Borun, Giving bribes, and determining
dowry.

Wedding

The wedding process itself includes preparations, decorations,
invitation to the wedding, the first and the second wedding rings,
celebration and happiness, bride's makeup, groom's hairdressing, and
taking the bride away. From the distant past, weddings are held in
homes, and the groom's family is responsible for the preparation of
wedding accessories.

After the wedding

On the morning after the wedding, the groom's relatives are
entertained by cooking Halvah behind the Hijla. In the evening after
the wedding, the relatives or friends of the bride and groom go to the
bride and groom to say congratulations and usually give them gifts.
The last tradition or program of the wedding process is the wat’labon
ceremony. In this way, three days to a week after the wedding, the
bride's family, the groom and the bride, and sometimes relatives are
invited, and they all go to the bride's father's house and are
entertained.

Result
The marriage ritual in the Alamarvdasht region of Fars has stages and
elements that are appropriate to its local culture, which can be divided
into three categories from the beginning to the end of the wedding.
First, before the wedding ceremony, which is to like and choose the
girl, the proposal messenger goes to the girl's house, the girl's family
consults with the elders and acquaintances and discretion, the
proposal, the determination of dowry, Kavinburon (Bale Broun,
Ezngirun), Regoshun and Lakburon.

After these traditions, it is time for the wedding ceremony, which
includes the traditions of the first and the second Hanabandan, shaving
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their heads and the arrival of the groom to the guests and Robesi,
sprinkling the groom on his head, making up and putting on the
wedding dress, tarka/stick playing, bringing the bride home, the
bridegroom, the customs of the bride's transfer and entry into the
groom's house and sacrifice. Finally, there is Halwa after the
Watlaban, which is related to the day or days after the wedding. The
findings of this research show that the marriage process from choosing
a spouse to the end of the wedding in this region includes a series of
cheerfulness, group cooperation, consultation, respect for elders, the
influence of religion and religious beliefs, local beliefs, local games,
various poems and music, and empathy. Passion and happiness are the
most important native and cultural elements in its different stages.
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