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Ghaznavid and Seljuk’s Dynasties

Mostafa Arezomand Leialakol™, Seyed Ali Ghasemzadeh?

Research background

So far, no independent research has been done about the attribution of
the ruling class to Iranian lineages. Historical references and reports
have also looked at it without paying attention to the spirit of the times
and the mentality of the society and they have considered it as a result
of the interest of the rulers.

The theory of the history of mentality has been proposed in recent
years in Iran through the translation of several books in the field of
philosophy of history and methodology of history. Shahidi's master's
thesis on the one hand, and the article "Introduction to the history of
popular mentality in Iranian architecture” by Ghayomibidhandi and
Shams have discussed Iranian architecture from the perspective of
popular mentality. Arezomand Leialakol, in her doctoral thesis,
investigated the influence of Shahnameh on the Iranian mind and
language during the Ghaznavid and Seljuk periods with the help of the
theory of the history of mentalities and with the cooperation of
Ghasemzadeh in the article "The History of Mentality and Shahnameh
Studies", in which he has raised the importance of this theory in
Shahnameh studies.
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Goals, questions, and assumptions

In this research, borrowing the theory of the history of mentalities, the
focus is on the influence of the popular mentality and the spirit of the
times influenced by Shahnameh on the behavior of the rulers in
attributing themselves to the Iranian background and family during the
peak period of religious prejudices. Basically, "the history of
mentalities is the result of paying attention to "popular ideas" instead
of "rulers' actions” (Stanford, 2008, pp. 18-19). Regarding the
genealogy of the rulers and nobles in the discussed period, the
questions is to see why it is following a mindset that was a symbol of
atheism in the political and religious discourse of the period. In
various sources of this period, Zoroastrians and Iranians were
attributed to blasphemy and disbelief. So, if a non-Iranian ruler and -
according to the conditions of the period - a Muslim, has to find a
relationship for himself, he must either take refuge in his family or in
Islamic beliefs that consider piety as a condition of superiority. Being
attributed to an Iranian family, what justification can it have from the
point of view of traditional historiography, which relies on sources
with an objectivist and positivist view and does not like public
attention? In this case, the method of the history of mentalities, which
is the study of the influence of popular ideas on the behavior of
nobles, can be a guide.

Main discussion

In the early Islamic centuries, respect for noble Iranian families was
considered one of the good habits of Iranians, which was considered a
necessary condition for kings. "None of the sultans and claimants of
the Iranian monarchy in the third and fourth centuries did trace their
lineage to the ancient kings and warriors" (Safa, 1990, v 1/219).
Referring to this habit of Iranians, Biruni believes that in such an
intellectual environment, many genealogies are fake (Biruni, 2007, p. 61)
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The collective representations in the discussed period and the failure
of the ruling thought against the popular mentality can be understood
from various historical reports. After composing Shahnameh and
spreading it and recovering the strength of the Iranian mentality which
was at the same time as the decline of the power of the caliphs, the
foreign Ghaznavid and Seljuk’s rulers as well as small and large local
governments and even the noble classes tried to attribute themselves
to Iranian-Shahnameh characters in order to gain political and popular
legitimacy for themselves.

Conclusion

From the viewpoint of the originality of genealogies, the class of
nobles and rulers are divided into three categories: a) a category such
as Safarian and Ziarian, who have Iranian origin and have preserved
their lineage, or created an Iranian lineage for themselves, although
many of these attributions are made under the pressure of collective
mentality, b) a group such as the Taherians, in accordance with the
prevailing intellectual trend, while having and preserving the Iranian
relative, chooses the Arabic-Islamic relative for themselves, c)
Turkish and foreign rulers who have taken the legitimacy of their rule
from the caliph and succeeded in establishing a government by relying
on and pretending to be Islam. But after some time and the weakening
of the caliphs, in order to gain legitimacy and under the pressure of
popular mentality, they forged an Iranian relative, whereas if they had
stuck to their original speech in forming the government, they would
have had to create an Islamic lineage for themselves or, according to
their origin, they would have reserved their Turkish lineage; but
influenced by the popular mentality, they have created an lIranian
relative for themselves or, like the Gharakhanians (Ale-Afrasiab), if
they remain Turkish, they try to connect it to the Iranians in some way
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and consider themselves as having a common ancestry with the
Iranians.
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