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The Functions of Conversation Tradition in the Story of
Ahukhanum's Husband

Aliakbar Kamalinahad™

Review of literature

The novel of Ahukhanum's Husband has been analyzed from different
aspects. For example, in his study, Vahed has investigated this novel
from the viewpoints of realism, symbolism and romanticism. Also,
Tavakkoli and Behruz have studied the aspects of folklore literature in
this work. Moreover, Najafi and Ranjbar have analyzed the story of
Ahukhanum's Husband in terms of standard and colloquial language
from the viewpoints of language and gender. In another article,
Khojasteh et al., have analyzed it from the perspective of character
symbol. So far, the previous studies have considered the novel by
extracting the features of folklore literature while the aesthetic roles
and functions have not been considered. The significance of this
research is that the artistic functions have been focused.

The objectives, questions, and hypotheses

Ahukhanum's Husband is the best work of Ali Mohammad Afghan
and it is also one of the most prominent works of the contemporary
fictional literature. One of the outstanding features of this work is that
the writer has a deep recognition and broad knowledge of folklore
culture using them artistically. "Ahukhanum's Husband is a treasure of
parables, anecdotes and religious, mythological and historical
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metaphors. What is worthy and astonishing is not his exposure of
these points, but the way he integrates and puts them into
practice."(Eslami Nadushan, 2009, p.8). The aim of this research is to
indicate that how conversation traditions in folklore literature are
reflected in the story of Ahukhanum's Husband among the characters
of the story elements and how its artistic functions are in this novel as
a modern story. How are these two types of literature encountering?

The main discussion

The novel of Ahukhanum's Husband is one of the most prominent
works "for the sake of describing and explaining the events and
characters in details. It also reminds the social novels of the 19" in
Europe like Balzac" (Ruzbeh, 2008, p 80). The writer of this novel has
a deep understanding of folklore literature. The writer has interrelated
the work from the constriction of imagination, language and
individual's mind to the range of communal and folklore culture. As
he is knowledgeable enough in this field, it is mixed with his mind and
does not have any trace of artificiality.

Folklore is very extensive and some researchers have classified it in
different classifications. For instance, they have divided it into
material traditions, behavioral traditions, and speech traditions.
Speech traditions are those declared in the frame of words and
phrases. This tradition has rooted in beliefs, knowledge, values and the
needs of a society (Radin, 1971, p. 8385). Since the field of folklore
culture is vast and it is hard to consider the literature part of this long
novel, only the local artistic roles of a part of this literature have been
considered like the local songs, local proverbs and anecdotes in the
novel. Conversation traditions have been scrutinized in term of tone,
intertextuality, imagery, addressing the subject and content, creating
an authentic atmosphere, and constructing the scene and cultural
background and support of the work.
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Conclusion

Ali Mohammad Afghani has a remarkable knowledge of culture and
folklore literature. He has extensively put his broad knowledge into
practice to create the story of Ahukhanum's Husband and he has
nurtured the story by different artistic aspects. Speech traditions, as
one of the aspects of folklore literature and culture, have given the
impression in this work in the form of proverbs, folk innuendos,
native poems, interpretations, insults, oaths, etc. Afghani has made
various artistic uses of them. One of the most significant functions of
speech traditions is to create tone, particularly humorous, benevolent,
argumentative tones, among others. Extensive use of speech traditions
especially proverbs is subjected to make an inter-textual relationship
between story and folklore literature. Furthermore, the folklore
literature and speech traditions have perfectly made a suitable cultural
background as well as different spaces to nurture the man theme and
topic of the story.
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