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The Co-Presence of Ritual and Drama in the “Tir-ma-
size sho” Ceremony in
Mazandaran based on Genette’s Transtextual Approach

Hamoon Mahdavi', Mohammad Ali Khabari™?

1. Research background

In his master's thesis under the title "Analysis of Laal Performance in
Mazandaran”, Mousavi (2012) examines the ritual of Laal from
Eliade's point of view, dealing with a kind of manifestation of holiness
in this ritual. In the article, "Tir-mah Siza shu™ and the myth of
"Tishtar" by Ismailpour Motlagh, the main hypothesis was based on
the principle that this festival does not have a root connection with the
myth of Arash, but its origin is the mythological aspect of Tishtar, the
star and the god of rain.

Sattari (2008) has tried to show the connection of this ritual with
myths such as the myth of shooting Arash, Afrasiab, Sepandarmazgan,
etc., which are somehow connected with water and green plants.
Maafi Madani's (2011) research in the section "Natural elements and
other objects" refers to signs such as water in Mazandaran legends.

The present article, however, focuses on the dramatic aspects,
employing the functional approach and Dumezil's theory of
trifunctional, which studies mythology based on the structure of three
actions, i.e. the management of religious affairs, bravery, and
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abundance. It is mostly in pursuit of reaching the mythological
foundations of the religion from Dumezil's point of view.

2. Results and discussion

In Dumezil's opinion, the first act is as a “Sovereignty”, the second act
is equal to “Military”, and the third act is “Productivity”, which is
more important to Dumezil and it is an action that covers many
domains. The common elements and partial connection that these
actions have with each other has caused the link between them.
Literary and artistic works, as well as rulings and politics that are
assigned to human society are studied with this theory. However, any
society that thinks about its past can be analyzed with this approach,
and the more these societies have preserved their originality, the more
they will be interested in these studies. The crossing of the day of July
with the month is the first understanding of what this celebration is all
about.

The "Trifunctional” by Dumezil in the "Tir-mah Size sho" ritual are:

-“Sovereignty”: Arash's incarnation as a plant deity, the rising star of
Tishtar (god of rain), the server of midday heat and summer months.

-“Military”: the conflict between good and evil, Arash's self-help in
expelling Afrasiab from Iran, showing the fight against the demon of
drought. It is also a manifestation of the battle with the demon, the
enemy of the vegetable gods and plants. Arash is the legend of the
fight against drought and Afrasiab is the manifestation of the
drought demon.

-“Productivity”: "Laal Sheesh" can be seen as the continuation of
Arash's life in the form of a plant symbol that brings existence, birth
and life to people. Afrasiab is the embodiment of the demon of
dryness and waterlessness, and Arash in the form of a plant symbol,
existence, regeneration and life.
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3. Conclusion

Intertextuality in "Tir-mah-size sho" ritual can be justified from the
point of view of intertextual relations with the co-presence of drama-
ritual texts, in line with hypertextual relations under the influence of
this ritual from past mythology. Most of the relationships revolve
around the central personality of "Lal Sheesh" and the dramatic
practices of this ritual by him and his companions. The implicit
intertextuality is related to asking for sustenance, rain, and fertility.
Based on the intertextual relationships, and the mythological
background of the "Tir-mah-size sho" ritual, the mythology of Tishtar
and Arash can be assumed as a pre-text for the performance of this
ritual.
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analysis of ‘Tir-ma-size show’ Diagram 1: The stages of Transtextuality
ceremony
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Diagram 2: Genette's transtextuality pattern diagram in the current
research
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