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Borrowing Strategies from Turkish in Colloquial
Contemporary Persian

Asghar Esmaeili ™!

Review of Literature

In works such as Dictionary of Turkish and Mongol Words in Persian
Texts (Dolatabadi, 2007), only Turkish words in texts such as Jame-o
Tavarikh (Rashid al-Din Hamadani), Tarikh-i Jahangushay Juvayni
(Ata-Malik Juvayni, 1937) and books of this type are investigated.
Furthermore, Naebi studied etymology of Turkish words in Persian
excluding the Contemporary Colloquial Persian (CCP hereafter).

Moreover, in more recent articles, word formation in Turkish, in
terms of simple, compound, derived, and compound derived are
studied. Some have only been focused on verb formation.

Therefore, the present research is distinguishable from previous
studies in focusing on the Persian colloquial elements borrowed from
Turkish; methods, syntactic, phonological, and semantic aspects of the
borrowed words are analyzed.

Research Questions

1. Has there been any borrowing from Turkish in CCP?

2. What are the linguistic strategies used in borrowing from Turkish in
CCP?

Discussion
In this study, methods of borrowing from Turkish in CCP are
investigated. To this end, A Dictionary of Colloquial Persian (Najafi,
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1999) was the source for the researchers, and fully or partly Turkish
entries were extracted. The results indicated that CCP has borrowed
from Turkish using three linguistic strategies:

I. Mixed borrowing (mixed vocabulary items)

In this method, half of the vocabulary items are from Turkish and
the others are from CCP. This has occurred in two ways:

A. Reduplication

In this type of borrowing, CCP takes a word from Turkish and
reduplicates it with a Persian word. Different types of reduplication
based on Turkish words in CCP include:

1. Balanced Reduplication

This was observed in three ways including: P based reduplication,
e.g., /gha’ati pa’ati/, B based reduplication, e.g., /oldorom boldorom/,
and other cases, e.g., /alesh degesh/.

2. Rhythmic Reduplication

Two types were observed: R based, e.g., /ghar-o ghati/ and other
cases, e.g., /kar-o keep/.

3. Assimilation based on a single phoneme, e.g., /jee jee bajee/.

4. Assimilation based on repetition, e.g., /ghat ghat/.

B. In the second type of mixed borrowing, compound words are
made up of one Turkish morpheme based on which word formation
and semantic expansion occur in making new words in CCP, e.g.,
Turkish morpheme /bajee/ is used in several compound CCP words
including /shah bajee/, /khan bajee/, /khal-e bajee/, and /molla bajee/.

I. Syntactic borrowing is the second type of borrowing which is
observed in this study. In this type of borrowing, elements or patterns
of inflectional, functional, and syntactic function or syntactic relations
of one language are transferred to another in three ways:

A. Sentences are transferred from Turkish to CCP, e.g., the Turkish
sentence /apardi/ which means “took” or “taken” in Turkish and is
used in Persian with a semantic change meaning “trickster,” “cheeky”
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and “impudent.” Other examples are /bo door ki var/, /bimaz/, and /to
ra sa nana/.

B. Descriptive compound of Turkish are transferred. In contrast to
Persian, in Turkish, adjective precedes noun and descriptive
compounds are made in this way: adjective + noun = descriptive
compound. Certain examples of the compounds that have been
transferred from Turkish to CCP via this syntactic structure are
/shabajee/, /koor ojagh/, and /yalanchi pahlavan/.

C. Adjunctive compounds are transferred. In Turkish, adjunct
precedes the noun. Examples of compounds of this type include /khale
ghezi/ and /azab oghli/.

I1l. Morphological borrowing is the last and the most extensive
type of borrowing in which the morphemes (vocabulary items) are
freely transferred from one language to another. Four types of transfer
of Turkish vocabulary items to CCP were observed in this study:

A. Transferring with a change in pronunciation and meaning, e.g.,
in Turkish, /a’ayagh/ means “foot” which is transferred to CCP as
/ayagh/ with the meaning of “intimate.”

B. Transferring morphemes without a change in pronunciation or
meaning, e.g., /ayzane/, /baslogh/, and /otragh/.

C. Transferring with only a pronunciation change, e.g., /bajanagh/ is
transferred as /bajenagh/ with a phonetic change.

D. Transferring with only a change in meaning, e.g., the word
/ghaltagh/ means “saddle” in Turkish which is transferred to CCP with
the meaning of “deceitful” and “cunning.”

Conclusion

This research studied borrowing strategies from Turkish in CCP
including three methods of mixed, syntactic, and morphological
borrowing. In conclusion, CCP has been enriched in terms of
vocabulary compounds and semantic aspects via using these
borrowing methods.
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A 0L Y lale )6 S5 (VYVA) i

S5 985S () ijjsuwéjfrlj KCARAD) .C¢J§LA\J~,’.¢)‘.¢ (S GS

YAV Vo ikr  wliiOl ol iays s . Sl

References

Amid, H. (1990). Amid Persian dictionary. Amirkabir.

Anvari, H. (2002). Sokhan comprehensive dictionary (Persian to Persian).
Sokhan.

Arlotto, A. (1994). Introduction to historical linguistics. Institute for
Humanities and Cultural Studies.

Astarabadi, M. M. (2009). Sang Lakh: Turkish-Persian dictionary. Yaran.

Aziz Mohammadi, F. (2003). Investigating current borrowing processes in
Persian. Information Processing and Management, 18(3-4), 71-74.

Behzadi, B. (1998). A dictionary of Persian to Azari. Nokhostin.

Dehkhoda, A. A. (1994). Loghatnameh. Tehran University Press.

Dolatabadi, A. (2007). A dictionary of Turkish and Mongol words in
Persian. Tabriz University.

Ershadifar, A. (2000). Turkish lexicon in Persian literature. Baghe
Andisheh.

Sher, E. (2007). A dictionary of Persian loan-words in Arabic language
(translated into Farsi by H. Tabibiyan). Amirkabir.

Parto, A. (1994). Vocabulary finder: A dictionary of Persian equivalents for
foreign words. Asatir.

Tajbakhash, E. (2011). Investigating Turkish words in Hafez poetry. Adab-e
Farsi, 5(3), 227-244.

\v¥



kol ol ;;;tﬂmzpuw)udﬁfrbdmx;

Hassandoust, M. (2016). An etymological dictionary of Persian. The
Academy of Persian Language and Literature.

Hosseini-Maasoum, S. M., Amini, H. A, & Nemati, M. (2014).
Classification of morphological changes in borrowing from Turkish to
Persian. Western Iranian Dialects Studies, 4, 53-72.

Kashghari, M. (1996). Diwan lughat al Turk. Institute for Humanities and
Cultural Studies.

Moin, M. (1997). A Persian dictionary. Amirkabir.

Moshiri, M. (2000). A dictionary of reduplication and its process in Persian.
Agahan Ideh Publication.

Naebi, M. S. Turkish words in Persian. https://naebi.ir

Naghzgoy Kohan, M., & Abdol Maleki, A. (2014). Verb borrowing in
Persian, Turkish, and Azari Turkish. Comparative Linguistic Studies, 7,
97-114.

Najafi, A. (1999). A dictionary of colloguial Persian. Niloofar.

Nasr-o Allah Monshi, A. (1992). Kelileh va Demneh (edited by M. Minavi).
Amirkabir.

Zare Shahmarsi, P. (2009). Shahmarsi dictionary (Turkish-Persian). Akhtar.

Sadeghi, A. A. (1991). Strategies and potentials of word formation in

contemporary. Persian (2) Danesh Press. Khorrdad and Tir, 65, 6-12.
Safavi, K. (1995). Borrowed words in Persian. Letter of Culture, 19, 96-111.

Sarkarati, B. (2004). On etymology dictionary and its necessity. In M.
Hassandoust (Ed.), An etymological dictionary of Persian. The Academy
of Persian Language and Literature.

Zakeri, M. (2002). Reduplication and jingling words in Persian. Iran
University Press.

Tabatabaei, A. (2003). Compound nouns and adjectives in Persian.
University Press Center.

Tabatabaei, A. (2016). A descriptive dictionary of Persian grammar.
Farhang-e Moaser.

\YO






