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Research background
Considerable researches have been done on Shiite literature. In the

meantime, the studies that specifically deal with Velayatnameh are
limited, while this type of literature is widespread in Shiite literature.
Dealing with velayatnamehs can be useful from various literary,
historical and anthropological aspects. Akram Karami's doctoral
dissertation entitled Analysis of Shia Poetry Types in Safavid Era,
emphasizing the poetic analysis of the Velayatnameh type, and
introducing the literary type of the Velayatnameh, investigated the
general structure of this literary type and presented examples of
literary compositions in this type until the ninth century. Vakilian and
Salehi in the book of Hazrat Ali in Folk Tales tell stories and
narrations about Hazrat Ali which are popular among common people
and indicate his dignity and virtues. The story of Salman and Dasht
Arjaneh is one of the stories narrated in this book.
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Objectives, questions, and assumptions

One of the folk stories that has been reflected in the literary genre of
Velayatnameh is the story of Salman and Dasht Arjaneh. In this story,
Hazrat Ali appears as the supporter of Salman Farsi, who was also
oppressed by chance, and fights with a lion in the Arjaneh plain and
saves Salman. The purpose of this article is to introduce three
narratives of three poets in three provinces. Although this story has
been brought to order many times, in this research, we will only
compare and analyze three old versions of this story. In this review,
the narrative-religious and historical dimensions of these narratives
are analyzed, while we express the intellectual roots of these
narratives in myths and folk beliefs. This article tries to show the
similarities and differences of these three narratives, and introduce and
analyze the structure and content of these three provinces in terms of
narrative and literature. This article seeks to answer these questions:
What is the literary type, structure and content of these three
narratives? What changes have taken place in the different narratives
of this story? What is the origin and literary, historical and narrative
background of this folk tale?

Main discussion

Shiite poetry with its varied genres, formats, themes, approaches, and
functions is a part of our literature. Velayatnamehs are one of the
literary types of Shia poetry, which, due to its narrative-fictional
structure, have become a platform for the expression of many stories
and folk beliefs of Shia poetry. Velayatnameh is a relatively old
literary genre that, by emphasizing the virtues and miracles of the
innocent, which is sometimes accompanied by poetic imagination and
exaggeration, tries to convince and consolidate the beliefs of the
friends of Hazrat Ali and his family, while challenging his enemies as
well. This type of literature is mixed with folkloric and popular ideas.
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Great historical figures are not only forgotten with the passage of
time, but under the influence of people's judgments, new narratives are
formed about them. Hazrat Ali is an attractive personality and has a
high position among the nobles and the common people, which is a
part of the common people's familiarity with him through narratives
and stories that have been formed in the form of verse or prose
throughout history, and often reciters in gatherings used to recite those
narratives with an expressive and attractive tone. Undoubtedly, these
narrations have changed over time for various reasons and sometimes
they have been transformed and we are now facing different narrations
of the same story. However, the hidden truth behind all of them is the
creation of an extra-terrestrial and extra-temporal personality of that
Imam in people’s beliefs, which can untie knots in situations. In these
narratives, it is sometimes linked with historical narratives

Conclusion

The story of Salman and Dasht Arjaneh is one of these folk tales of
which there are many narratives, and it is written in the form of the
literary form of Velayatnameh. The oldest reference to this story
apparently dates back to the 6th century. This research showed that the
entirety of this story has not been narrated in the narrative books, but
it seems that the narrators formed this story by combining some of the
honors quoted from the Holy Prophet in the narrative texts and adding
events and side incidents to it. Also, the comparison of three narratives
of this story with a gap of about two hundred and fifty years showed
that over time mythological and popular beliefs found their way to this
story. This story is based on honors of Hazrat Ali like Tey al-Arz,
communication from Sir Salam and friendship with animals, Tey al-
Zaman, etc., indicating that these virtues were exaggerated.
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