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A Comparative Analysis of the Theme of Complaint
in the Couplets of Mazandaran and Khorasan Folk
Literature

Vida Saravi"

Research background

There are some books and articles on grievance including Habsieh in
Persian literature from the beginning of Persian language to the end
of Zandieh period, which is the first volume (1996), and the second
volume is Poetic prisoners in Persian literature from the beginning of
the Qajar period to the Islamic revolution (2009) by Valiollah Zafari.
There are also some articles on the subject of complaint, such as Study
and analysis of complaint in the poetry of Malek al-Shoara Bahar
written by Talebzadeh and Hesam Poor (2018). However, it seems
that no independent research has been done on complaints in folk
literature.

Aims, questions and hypotheses of the research

The purpose of this study is to investigate the theme of complaint in
folk literature of Khorasani and Mazandaran couplets. The research
questions are: In the folk literature of Mazandaran and Khorasan, what
factors have led to the composition of couplets with the theme of
complaint? Which complaint has more frequency in the folk literature
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of Mazandaran and Khorasan? The failures in the love of the beloved,
and loneliness and grief of the homelessness are the most important
factors that have led to the composition of couplets with the theme of
complaint. In the folk literature of Mazandaran and Khorasan, the
lover's complaint against the unfaithful lover, and the lover's
complaint against the love's sorrow are the most frequent.

Discussion and analysis

Complaint is a poem in which the poet sings about specific and
general misfortunes and deprivations. "Complaints are innate in
human beings and people turn to complaints when they are dissatisfied
with something” (Talebzadeh, Hesampour, 2010). In general,
grievance can bring us closer to knowing more about the violent state
of the society and the turbulent environment of individuals throughout
history. This could be found in poems written by Naser Khosrow in
complaining about his wanderings and the imprisonment of Massoud
Saad who expressed his level of misery (Dad, 2008). If we look at the
basis of complaint from the perspective of folk literature couplets, the
writer is looking for an audience that sympathizes with him. The
audience also communicates with these poems because they think they
are the sympathizers of the speaker. What matters in the discussion of
grievances in folk literature is personal grievances. The poet speaks of
shortcomings, loneliness, strangeness, and romantic failures.
Complaining about the grief of homelessness has always been a huge
part of our folk poetry. Homelessness, persecution of strangers, distant
marriage, military service, and most importantly, distance from the
beloved are the reasons for composing such couplets.
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Qaribi dakteme Sahre kenare/xalili bazune me dasto pare Elahi
beSkene Cube xalili /hame dar vateno men dar qaribi (Najafzadeh,
1996)

(I have been wandering in a distant city. Khalili (shackles, chains, etc.)
were beaten on my hands and feet. Divine! Break Khalili wood,
because everyone is in the homeland and | am in the city of exile!)
The idea of the lover is widely reflected in folk literature for the
unfaithfulness of the beloved. Love poems express the inner emotions
of a tired heart lover who has experienced the bitterness and sweetness
of love with all his being. This belonging pushes the poet to a path
that is no longer himself and his whole being becomes beloved. Now,
if he sees unfaithfulness and persecution with all this love, it is natural
for him to open his mouth in glory.

Nagara xedmatet ra kam nakerdam/zadi ¢ubi mo Sone xam nakerdam

Zadi Cubi to az bare jedai/jedai re to kerdi mo nakerdom(Mehandost,
1976)

Conclusion

Lyrical literature includes several types, one of which is complaint. In
popular literature, the poets' glories are personal and in some cases
philosophical. In Khorasan, the lover complains about the unfaithful
lover which has the highest frequency, and in Mazandaran, this is true
for the grief of homelessness. The glory of the lover from the sorrow
of love and nostalgia is very burning and melting, and every lover
brings with him a longing. Fractures, failures, and frustrations make
up the majority of complaints. The simple and young girl of the
village unwittingly gives in to a forced marriage and sometimes has to
bear the pain of the homelessness. For this reason, she speaks of praise
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from her parents. On the other hand, if a girl does not get married
early or does not see the situation as it should be, she complains about
the bad luck, unhappy times and even God, because of her lack of self-
confidence and knowledge. Boys also become the narrators of a large
number of complaints when they are enlisted in the army, or leave
their hometown to find a suitable job. However, such complaints,
which express a kind of inner sorrow and pain, affect the audience
because of the sincerity and simplicity of their poets' words. On the
other hand, these songs are important from the sociological and
anthropological point of view on different dialects in Iran and how
human beings think.
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