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The Thematic Classification of Proverbs and Ironies in
Selected Novels of Mahmoud Dowlatabadi: The Case of
Kelidar, Missing Salouch, and The Passed Days of Old
People

Rajabali Salahi’, Ali Tasnimi’2, Mehyar Alavi Moghaddam?,
Mahmoud Firouzi Moghaddam?

Introduction

Oral folk literature is one of the main categories of folklore which
include lyrics, lullaby, puzzle, stories, myths, similes, ironies, and
proverbs. Oral literature is taken from the ethnic culture which is
transferred generation to generation so that the beliefs, customs,
ethics, ideas, imaginations and the lifestyle of the people could be kept
alive. Proverbs and ironies are important aspects of folk culture and a
reliable source for understanding the culture of a people. Proverbs
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should be considered as a link between the official and oral literature
since many literary features such as rhythm and rhyme, metaphor,
simile, and brevity could be found there. The literary devices,
accordingly, are evident in Dowlatabadi's works. He believes that art
cannot happen without imagination. This is one of the features of his
works.

Aims and research questions

Among the contemporary authors, Mahmoud Dowlatabadi is a skilled
one familiar with the folk and local expressions of Khorasan, most of
which could be observed in Kelidar, Missing Salouch, and The passed
days of old people. The author has employed the aesthetic capacity of
literary devices in order to present his thoughts and improve the
quality of his narration. Therefore, analyzing the content of ironies
and proverbs in Mahmoud Dowlatabadi's works could be helpful in
understanding his ideas. This study, however, aims to present a
thematic classification of such literary devices in selected novels of
Dowlatabadi. In other words, the research questions are: what
functions do proverbs and ironies play in Mahmoud Dowlatabadi's
novels? What thematic classifications could be extracted in these
novels?

Discussion

Mahmoud Dowlatabadi pays particular attention to the common
people's culture. He tries to represent different aspects of low-class
people, particularly their customs and traditions. In fact, the realistic
atmosphere in the novels makes the reader sympathize with the
characters. Proverbs and ironies in Kelidar, Missing Salouch, and The
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passed days of old people follow the same line. It could be stated that
his novels function like an encyclopedia in which one can find much
information about customs, traditions and, lifestyles of the rural areas
and small cities. In addition, analyzing the geographical and
environmental aspects of these people, and their social, ethnic, and
local features could be a significant point as well. Although Mahmoud
Dowlatabadi tries to keep his language simple without much linguistic
complexity, this does not mean that he does not employ rich language.
Unlike other novelists of his time who attempted to write in simple
language, he has distanced himself from their vocabulary and
structures, turning to the poetic language. He has been creative in the
themes imbedded in Kelidar. In this respect, the employment of
purposeful ironies and proverbs has a direct impact on representing his
thoughts and ideas.

One of the approaches this writer uses in terms of proverbs and
ironies is to represent and describe partly the social and cultural
aspects of the traditional society. Through a critical perspective, he
has employed an indirect method to write his descriptions. He has
identified the social and cultural weaknesses of the society to be
represented in his novels and characters playing their role in different
settings, so that his critical ideas could be transferred to the readers. It
goes without saying that he has not merely employed proverbs and
ironies for this purpose, but they have been the main devices as they
can transfer important and deep themes in a short possible time. He
has imbedded a huge part of his ideas in his novels and has critically
analyzed different parts of society, politics, culture, ethics, among
others. If the author did not use proverbs and ironies in transferring the
themes, the aims of the story would not be understandable for the
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reader easily, making them confused. Therefore, He tries to
meticulously put the proverbs and ironies in use within the story lines.

Conclusion

This study analyzed the content of the proverbs and ironies in Kelidar,
Missing Salouch, and The passed days of old people. The findings
indicated that the religious and ideological concepts are prevalent in
these works since such folk concepts are common among the lower
classes of the society. The characters of the novels are usually chosen
from these classes and the employment of the religious elements in
proverbs and ironies could make the characters more real. Irony is one
of the literary devices that Dowlatabadi uses the most. In addition, one
can detect certain changes in the proverbs and ironies as the author
was under the influence of the Sabzevari accent, though without much
change in the meaning. The themes are nonconformity with the cruel
ruler, cruelty and murder of the security officials, the government's
attempt to keep the status que with regards to the relationship between
the master and slave, the dark political atmosphere, and political
unwilling of the people. Studying the novels, one could extract 350
proverbs and ironies, in that, 200 were proverbs and 150 ironies.
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Table 1: The Thematic Classification of Proverbs and Ironies in Kelidar,
Missing Salouch, and The Passed Days of Old People
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