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The Function of ""Chain'" Stories in Children's
Intellectual Development with Emphasis on Bruno
Bettelheim's Theories: The Case of the Story "The Old
Woman'

Masoumeh Yasamifar!, Mohammad Khosravi Shakib™

Literature review

Little research has been done on the impact of folk tales on children's
development. But, no research has been done on the serial and
sequential stories and the need to plot them in order to affect the
intellectual and mental development of children has not been
investigated.

Objectives, questions, and assumptions

In this article, according to Bruno Bettelheim's theories and focusing
on one of the series stories, "The Old Woman", one of the folk tales of
Lorestan (Farhvashi, 2018, vol. 3, p. 121), the following question was
pursued: what advantages makes it possible to consider series and
chain stories in the development of the child from different aspects?
The premise of this article is that series stories, due to their special
structure, repetitive and conscious, and compared to today's stories,

1. Teacher of ministry of education, Khoram Abad.

http://orcid.org/0000000326830603

2. Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Lorestan University, Khoramabad,
Iran (Corresponding author)

http://orcid.org/0000000301407155

183

Received: 18/08/2021
Accepted: 12/10/2021

* Corresponding Author's E-mail:
m.khosravishakib@gmail.com


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 9, No. 41
November — December 2021
Research Article

2 oo

have an impact on the development of children's verbal and imaginative
intelligence and the transference of concepts symbolically.

The main discussion

Through series stories, children learn about the cultural heritage and
society at large, and understand their myths and symbols of thought.
The most important functions of chain and series stories can be
discussed in the following order.

Entertaining and enjoyable

Series tales as one of the types of folk tales carry with them the
possibility of talking animals and natural phenomena that are
humanized and the objects that come to life as well as the repetition of
some verses. Words and sentences have the ability to quickly attract
the children's attention and the child enjoys hearing them.

Strengthen verbal intelligence

Chain and series stories are suitable for children aged 3 to 7 years.
Hearing such stories would increase the child's vocabulary. This is
because some sentences, clauses, and words are repeated over and
over again, and the special rhythm that exists in these stories causes
the child's mind to be engaged with words.

The chain of creation

In the story of "The Old Woman" and other series stories, the
connection between the components of the story is a sign of the best
system and the unique association and connection of the universe. By
understanding this fundamental issue, the child becomes aware of this
glory and the continuity of the components, and realizes that he is in
this chain of existence, a chain in which there is not the slightest bit of
disorder or anomaly.
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Animism

In the story of "The Old Woman', the child is accompanied by a fox
like a human being, and in a circular roundabout, he talks about
animals and natural phenomena, and that these animals or phenomena
are spoken of as humans. This does not surprise the character, because
in the child's mind, all phenomena or animals are equal to humans.
According to Bettelheim, the child does not know a definite boundary
between objects and living things; in a child's imagination, it is not
only animals that feel and think; but the stones are also alive. Hence it
is easy to believe that objects that were previously silent begin to
speak (ibid., p. 58).

A fusion of imagination and reality

In the story of the "The Old Woman", the reality of the world and its
creation is indirectly presented to the child in an imaginary way.
Bethelheim believes that the story, after taking the child to the world
of wonders, finally brings him back to reality in a very convincing
way. Upon hearing these stories, the child realizes that these stories
are unreal but not untrue (Bettelheim, 2013, pp. 76, 79, 90). As we see
in the story of the "The Old Woman", the child imaginatively
accompanies the fox to find his tail in a long circular tour, and of
course in this imaginary tour with the amazing reality of the creation
world, it encounters a special order and coherence and coordination.

Acquiring a common identity

In the story of 'The Old Woman', we see that all dynasties depend on
each other to meet their needs. Therefore, by hearing this story, the
child understands the connection of the members of the society and
learns that every member of the society, from animals to natural
phenomena, has a role in meeting the needs of the society, and without
them, a defect occurs. This connection and chain participation reflects
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the common identity of all beings and entrusts children with the
practice of collectivism as well as the development of an active and
community-oriented personality.

Symbolic cognition of the universe

The story of the "The Old Woman" contains deep concepts of the
process of creation with a symbolic expression that answers many
questions of children. "Children, like the great philosophers, seek
answers to eternal questions,” says Bettelheim. The child asks himself:
Who am I? Where did | come from? How was the world found? Who
created humans and animals? What is the meaning of life?

Folk tales and fairy tales have answers to these urgent questions
that the child can understand only by hearing the story (Bettelheim,
2013, p. 59). The decipherment of the symbolic words in the story of
‘The Old Woman' leads us in a wonderful way to the process of
creation of nature and man, with a special order and connection.

Designing religious and philosophical themes

In the story of 'The Old Woman', deep meanings are presented in
simple language and childish expression. In this story, we see the great
Quranic concepts related to creation and resurrection in simple
language.

In this story, we see the great Quranic concepts related to creation
and resurrection in simple language. Also, in this story, we can see
philosophical concepts such as the argument of causality and the
argument of order in a primitive and childish way.

Conclusion

Chain stories, by developing the child's personality and collective
identity, prepare him to communicate with others and participate in
the acquisition of a common identity, and by designing moral and
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value rules as well as emphasizing and insisting on following them,
children take on a worldview, a shared identity, an active personality,
and an active nature. The analysis of The Old Woman' story showed
that this kind of storytelling evokes a sense of childish suspense and
expectation and makes the child eager to hear the next stages of the
story, and puberty and intellectual development, before thinking
affects the child's cognition and perception. Teaching the chain-linked
folk tales in educational centers and explaining the explanatory and
interpretive variables governing their structure and context is the
specific suggestion of this article.
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Figure 1: of the chain of creation
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