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A Metaphorical Reading of Folk Culture in the Painting
of “Taking the Majnoon to Leili's Tent”

Zeinab Rajabi', Mohammadkazem Hassanvand ™

Research Background
Regarding the definition of popular culture, for example, Tamimdari
in Folk Culture, explains the general meanings of popular culture and
analyzes its characteristics, history, and sources. Also, Folk Beliefs of
the Iranian People by Zolfaghari defines the folk culture and explains
the forewords about the popular culture of the Iranians. But little
research has been done on folk culture in Persian paintings. For
example, in an article by Elahi and Farrokhfar, while reading the
social types of personalities in the text and image of the Khavaran-
Nameh manuscript, they examined the type of clothing in the images
and identified the hidden layers of the culture of that period. Also,
Ghazizadeh and Haseli have analyzed the spiritual and aesthetic
aspects of a number of works with the theme of Leili and Majnoon in
Khamseh of Tahmasebi.

However, no independent research on various aspects of folk
culture, especially its metaphorical role in painting, has been presented
so far. Therefore, this research can fill in the existing gap.
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Goals, questions, and assumptions

Showing the different moods of people at work, the behavior of
different characters and their actions, as well as how they live in
relation to the tools and materials of life, are among the elements of
folk culture that have been used in this painting to associate meanings.
The purpose of this study is to examine the appearances of popular
culture in Persian painting with emphasis on this particular painting,
and analysis the possibility of metaphorical expression of these
elements in order to move from appearance to interior and help to
better understanding of meaning. This research also seeks to answer
the question: what are the metaphorical functions of the elements of
folk culture in painting of “Taking the Majnoon to Leili’s Tent”?

Main discussion

Painters who were generally present in literary circles and some of
them were also poets, created valuable works that were not only in
relation with literary text, but also able to provide an expression
appropriate to Persian literature. The fact that the painters visualized
their thoughts through literary texts, not only harmonized the literary
and visual methods, but also created a common language for
expressing the truth.

Metaphor is actually a way of thinking and makes it possible to
understand one conceptual domain through another conceptual
domain. In this view, metaphor is used in the visual realm to express
the hidden and far-fetched meanings, and painters associate meaning
with this expressive ability by using a variety of possibilities.

Meanwhile, the realm of folk culture is vast, and it is defined as "a
general term for aspects of human culture that are transmitted to
people's lives orally and also by observation, experience and imitation.
People usually contribute to the cultural structure which can be
understood through common language, types of professions, racial
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affiliation, certain historical or age periods, and geographical
environment™ (Tamimdari, 2017, p. 13).

Throughout the history of painting, especially after Herat school,
Realism and the display of folk culture have been considered. The
public life of the people has always been the pretext of the painters to
express the themes and they have intended to show the folk relations
with a metaphorical interpretation of it; so, an artist like Mirseyed Ali
became famous for depicting folk and shepherding scenes, and the
painting of "Taking the Majnoon to Leili's Tent" is one of the
metaphorical uses of folk culture in painting.

Conclusion

By reading this painting metaphorically from the perspective of folk
culture, and in response to the question of the article (what are the
metaphorical functions of the elements of folk culture in painting of
“Taking the Majnoon to Leili’s Tent”?), it was found that the painter
has been able to convey a far-fetched meaning to the audience through
a love story in a rural or nomadic environment to an interior one by
associating the meaning of the colors of clothes, such as green, blue,
red, yellow and white, the states and conditions of human beings, such
as the states of surprise, astonishment, and compassion, their
occupation and function in various situations such as providing dough,
providing fire, cooking, milking, shepherding, spinning, and
reedplaying, the type of tents and the difference in their structure and
color in expressing different meanings, along with the constituent
elements and combination of painting, and the artist's tricks of
depicting different times and places. In other word, it invites the
principle of existence and the true beloved. Therefore, in this image,
popular culture is metaphorically expressed as “the voice of nature”.
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