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The Representation of Dual Attitude towards Nature in
the Linguistic and Rhetorical Layers of Barzegari
Poems in Bakhtiari Culture

Ebrahim Zaheri Abdevand*!

Research Background

So far, various research studies have been conducted on Barzegari's
poems in Bakhtiari culture. In some of these research studies, only
Barzegari's poems have been collected along with other types of
Bakhtiari folk poetry like the books entitled Bakhtiari's Songs and
Proverbs (Taraneha va masalha-ye Baxtiarz) by Abdolahi Mogouie
(1993), Bakhtiari's Music and Songs (Mousiqi va taraneha-ye
Baxtiari) by Poureh (2002), and Bakhtiari's Folk Songs and Poems
(Asa'r va taraneha-ye a'miyaneh-ye Baxtiari) by Hosseini (2007). In
some works, besides gathering the couplets, researchers have also
analyzed the content of Barzegari's poems. In the book entitled
Barzegari's Poems and Migration in Bakhtiari Culture (Asa'r-e
Barzegari va kooC dar farhang-e Baxtiari), the author not only has
collected Barzegari's poems in Bkakhtiari culture, but also classified
their themes (Karimi Kiarasi, 2019, p. 31). In an article entitled "An
investigation into work songs in Bakhtiari nomads" (Barrasi-e
taraneha-ye kar dar a'shayer-e Baxtiari), love, migration, farming
problems, and pain and sorrow have been considered the most
important topics for Barzegari's poems (Safari and Zaheri, 2009, p.
172). Therefore, the review of the previous research shows that so far
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no research study has been conducted using this approach towards
Barzagari's poems in Bakhtiari culture.

Research objectives, hypotheses, and questions

Attempts were made in this research to investigate the type of attitude
towards nature in Barzagari's poems in Bakhtiari culture and the
linguistic and rhetorical devices used to induce these attitudes. The
present research seeks to answer the following questions: What type
of attitude towards nature has been reflected in Barzagarti's poems in
Bakhtiari culture? What linguistic and rhetorical devices has been
utilized in this regard? and what are the consequences that can ensue?
Depending on the type of living in Bakhtiari culture, the type of
attitude towards Yeilag and Qeshlaq seems to be different, which is
reflected in the linguistic and rhetorical layers of poems.

Discussion

The picture of nature shown by the farmer in the Barzegari's poems is
an ugly and black image, which emphasizes on violence. This nature
is a reminiscent of boredom and disgust, and demonstrates destruction
and death, while the nature of Yeilaq is a beautiful bright nature that
induces passion, ebullition, and life. The attitude towards this nature is
a grand attitude and its sceneries are described to be paradise-like with
springs, lush trees, good weather, and the melody of Dari partridges.
The farmer nomads consider themselves as a part of this nature,
consider nature to be their own homeland, and enjoy being and living
there. The investigation of lexical antonym in Barzegari's poems
reveals the positive attitude of farmer nomads towards the nature of
Yeilag, and the negative attitude towards the nature of Qeshlaq has
caused farmer nomads to run away from this region and also evoked a
feeling of stampede in the audience. In Barzegari's poems, the
subjunctive mood of verb, adjectives, and the marked lexicons have
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been used to express the attitude of poet towards nature, and the places
have been named in an implicit way. In these poems, the elements
related to the nature of Qeshlag have always been uglified in an
exaggerated way through imagery techniques, such as simile,
metaphor, and irony.

Conclusion

A dual attitude is observed towards nature's elements in Barzegari
poems such that the image of Qeshlaqg nature is violence, burning and
black, and in contrast, the nature of Yeilaq is replete with passion,
motion, and life. The main job in this culture is animal husbandry, but
people have inevitably turned to agriculture to supply their own food
and feed their livestock. Due to a lack of attachment to this way of
livelihood, a negative image of it has been represented in Barzegari's
poems. Using different linguistic and rhetorical devices, such as the
use of lexical antonym, a dual attitude towards nature has been
highlighted in these poems. In this method, using complementary,
negated, and especially comparative antonym, the nature of Yeilaq has
been shown superior to the nature of Qeshlag. Moreover, via the
subjunctive mood of the verb, the unfavorable status of Qeshlag and
the favorable status of Yeilag for living have been shown with
certainty. The interrogative mood of the verb indicates the farmer
nomads' stampede of Qeshlaq region and their passion to go to Yeilag.
Using valued adjectives, the superiority of the elements of Yeilaq
nature over Qeshlag has been highlighted. The naming shows the
attitude in that the farmer nomads consider the nature of Qeshlag to
belong to others and the nature of Yeilaq to be their own region. The
elements related to the nature of Qeshlag have been shown worthless
by resembling to different images, while the Yeilaq nature-related
similes have been accompanied by goodification. Unlike the
metaphors for the nature of Yeilaq that create empathy between man
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and nature, Qeshlag nature-specific metaphors reveal the violent
nature of Qeshlag. Moreover, in addition to expressing their feeling
about these two natures using irony, the poets have also sought to
evoke such feelings in the audience. Such an attitude towards nature in
the linguistic and rhetorical layers of Barzegari poems results in the
audience's stampede of the nature of Qeshlag, attachment to Yeilaq
nature, and superiority of the animal husbandry lifestyle over the
agricultural lifestyle.
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