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Abstract

"a?i:ka" is a lullaby in the region of Sistan. Given that "a?i:ka" is
usually sung to the child, its melodiousness and musicality are of great
importance, and the present article aims to see what characteristics can
be enumerated for the Melodiousness and Euphony of Sistani
"a?i:ka's"? The result of the research shows the use of prosodic
rhythm, rhymes, and rows in the song. So far, the "a?i:ka"of Sistan
have not been collected in an independent book, and there are only
some books that have dealt with the folk culture of Sistan, mentioning
some examples of the &%?i:ka. In this article, two research methods
have been used. Some of the a?i:ka's that have been present in various
works have been collected by the library method, but most of the
”a?:ka's” used in this research have been collected through field
method. Then, using the analytical method, &?i:ka's melodiousness
and its various aspects of music are described.

Keywords: a%i:ka; song; Sistani dialect; prosody; row; rhyme;
repetition.
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Introduction

The history of Sistan under Helmand can be traced back to the ancient
history, as the myth of Rostam Dastan emerged as one of the greatest
human myths in this land. Yaqoub Laith Sistani made Persian the
official language of Iran. Also, new Persian poetry began in Sistan.
These are all stories of the official language and poetry of Iran and
Sistan, but the Sistani dialect is another case and has its own
characteristics.

Research Background

The studies and sources that have dealt with &?i:ka are: Ra'is Al-
Dhakerin (1991) in a book titled Kando. Moreover, brief but valuable
articles have been written about "a?i:ka" and its work in Sistan.
Golestaneh (2007) in the second and fourth volumes of his book gives
examples of " &%i:ka " and recounts the contents of a?i:ka in the
culture of Sistan. Shirmohammadian and Abedzadeh (1993) in a book
titled Allah Janam Allah Ya has collected the divine collections of the
three Persian-speaking countries of Iran, Afghanistan, and Tajikistan
and examined their content.

Research Problem

The main point of this research is to realize what the diversity of
music is in Sistan &?i:kas and what musical difference there is
compared to lullabies in particular, and folk songs of other Persian-
speaking regions in general. The present study shows that a?i:kas have
used various types of musical effects for Melodiousness and Euphony.

Purpose and necessity of research

The purpose of this research is first to collect and then to study and
identify a?i:ka and compare it with folk songs of other regions. This
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study aims to increase the knowledge of folk songs in each region,
preserving the rich culture and literature of the past.

Methods

Due to the fact that a small number of &?i:kas are observed scattered in
different works, the authors of this study first collect a?i:kas from
different regions of Sistan by field method, and then using the
analytical method, aims to investigate the data collected from the field
studies and library resources.

Findings

a?i:ka" and its functional differences with lullabies

a?i:ka's performance in Sistan is different from what is expected of a
lullaby. Among the functions of &%i:ka, the following could be
mentioned: When the city was under siege by the enemy, Sistani
women conveyed the necessary messages to their men with a loud
voice in the form of "a?i:ka" (Ra'is al-Dhakerin, 1991, pp. 76-77). In
the past, it was also called for animals (Golestaneh, 2007, p.41).

Also in the past, many love messages or news alerts were spread
through &?i:ka. Music, on the other hand, plays an important role in
a%i:ka. The people of Sistan have always sung it (Nikokari, 1973,
p.13).

Melodiousness and Euphony in the” a4?i:ka”

a?i:ka's Melodiousness and euphony can be examined as follows:
a?i:ka prosodic rhythms: There are three rhythms in a%i:ka.

However, they have guessed that these rhythms are not prosodic but

syllabic and related to pre-Islamic Iranian civilization (Mahjoub,

2003, p.45). Most of the a?i:kas are in two rhythms. The third rhythm

that is most used in folk songs throughout Iran is the rhythm, which is

149


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-ISSN :2423-7000

Vol. 9, No. 38
June, July 2021
Research Article

b <

AT

less used in &?i:ka. Considering the phenomenon of traveling folk
songs, it seems that most of these &?i:kas have entered the Sistan area
from other regions.

Rhyme and row: The &?i:ka form can be called a quatrain or a
couplet. "These two are also considered as the original forms of
Persian poetry” (Shafi'i Kadkani, 1991, p. 217). Among the &?i:kas,
there are cases where each bit has its own rhyme. This species can be
considered as Masnavi. On closer inspection, one can consider the
rules for rhyme in a?i:ka, for which there are several instances. Many
a?i:kas have rows. Sometimes rows are phrases.

Repetition: "One of the signs of the antiquity and originality of
these couplets or quatrains is that the third shutter is often a repetition
of the contents of the second shutter which prepares the listener's mind
to get the result in the fourth shutter” (Bahar, 2535, p. 132). This
feature can be seen in many a?i:kas.

Semantic music: The most important arrays that influence the
semantic music are:

Proportion: When the native elements are used in &%i:ka and
words are mentioned that have a special meaning in the local nature
and culture of Sistan, it adds to the effect of the poem.

Hint: Among the religious figures that are often repeated in the
lullabies of Sistan, one can note the Prophet of Islam (PBUH), Imam
Ali (AS) and his children.

Conclusion

a?i:ka is a kind of lullaby that is common among the people of Sistan.
Its format is couplets and quatrains and sometimes two-bit Masnavi-
like. In this respect, it is different from the lullabies of other regions.
There are three rhythms in &?i:ka that change according to whether
they are couplets or quatrains. In addition to rhythm, there are unique
rules in a?i:ka's rhymes that are not found in Persian folk songs.
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Repetition is a fundamental issue in the aesthetics of art. Repetition in
a?i:ka includes repetition of a phoneme, word, phrase or hemistich. A
high percentage of &?i:kas, without counting the row, have repetition
of a word or phrase that has received special attention due to the
importance of repetition in children's poems. Also, the existence of
various verbal and semantic arrays have created the inner and
semantic music of a?i:ka.
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