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Abstract

The sounds and songs during work are one of the manifestations and
elements of popular culture. So far as anthropology is concerned,
studying these identity and cultural elements in the Iranian society for
the sake of recognizing the cultural and historical heritage - which
have been formed in the economic context and daily life of the Iranian
people - is significant. Therefore, Guilan bazaars are important in this
regard, because the merchants of the bazaar give a special passion to
the market space with the sounds and songs of their work. In this
study, the traditional squares and markets in Rasht were visited and
the voices of the bazaars were recorded so that the songs of the
businessmen from the linguistic and lexical, aesthetic and literary
aspects could be analyzed and the content and thematic aspects would
be extracted. Local language, simple and popular expression, the use
of rhythm and rhyme, humorous language, Neda sentences,
description of quality, novelty, cheapness, and religious and social
themes are among the most important general, linguistic, aesthetic and
thematic features of songs and sounds in the markets. The bazaar
merchants, as economic activists, play an important role in
reproducing local and national identity and culture by singing these
songs while promoting their goods.

Keywords: Popular culture; bazaar; Rasht bazaar; folk songs; work
songs.
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Introduction

Research Background

Panahi Semnani (1991) in the book of National Songs of Iran, has
collected some local songs and ballads of the country's poets. Farhadi
(1997) has dealt with Iranian work songs and the reasons for their
emergence and diminution through two independent articles, namely,
"Work Songs, Forgotten Caravans of Masters and Interns™ and "Musk
Work Songs in the Villages of Kamreh". Jamalianzadeh et al. (2015),
studying "Work Songs in Kohgiluyeh City" and focusing on nomads
and rural areas of this region, has studied and analyzed agricultural
and weaving songs.

Regarding work songs in Guilan, Fazeli and Aliani (2015) have
studied the anthropological features of work songs in the southern
Talesh region and the themes, symbols, and signs used in it.
Sabzalipour and Bagheri (2017) have studied the poems used in the
field of rice and paddy employing the content analysis method. In the
field of bazaar songs, Zare (2010) in his research entitled "Voices of
Work in Local Markets of Guilan" has referred to some of the works
of businessmen in the local markets. In this research, classifying
according to the type of goods, he has only mentioned these sounds.

Objectives, questions, assumptions

Nowadays, because of the dominance of culture called world culture
in all social, cultural, and political dimensions, and the fading of
indigenous, local, and ethnic cultures, it is imperative to study the
people's customs employing an anthropological perspective. Lifestyle
and social changes in societies as well as the use of communication
technologies have impacted part of the cultural, literary, and musical
heritage of the societies to be subject to change and diversity
(Jamalianzadeh et al., 2015). Therefore, recording these songs and the
work sounds, and identifying their characteristics can help the survival
of this legacy left over from old tradition. In this article, the songs and
voices of traditional bazaar merchants in Rasht are collected, and an
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attempt is made to describe the salient features and elements of these
caravans and songs. The research questions are: What are the most
prominent features of the sounds and songs of Rasht markets? What
are the content features, sounds, and songs of the Rasht bazaars? What
aesthetic and literary features do the sounds and songs of Rasht
bazaars have?

Discussion

It goes without saying that the written and oral works of each nation
reflect the historical memory of that nation. On this basis, the signs of
historical memory can be traced in the Iranian written and oral culture
(Ismaili, 2012). If we accept that popular culture includes material,
behavioral, and speech traditions (Fazeli, 2002), then, the role of
music, songs, and voices and oral traditions in the identity and cultural
system of society is very important, because these musical and literary
manifestations in beliefs are rooted in the tradition, knowledge,
philosophies, values, and needs of the society.

The sounds and songs of street vendors and bazaar merchants are
among the most prominent folk songs and identity elements of the
popular culture. Through these songs and melodies of business in the
market, local identities are highlighted and the background for the
survival of artistic and musical heritage, and corners and vocal
instruments become evident; songs that are rooted in Iranian history,
culture, identity, and the society find their "self" by hearing it.

Conclusion

In this research, the songs and sounds of the businessmen's work of
Rasht bazaars were examined from general aspects such as aesthetic,
literary, linguistic, and lexical thematic. Linguistically, local
businessmen mostly use the local language to promote their goods, but
some of the songs are in Persian. The use of rhythm, rhyme and
humor, descriptive combinations and similes are among the aesthetic
and literary elements of the songs. Description of quality, novelty,
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cheapness, religious, and social themes are among the most frequent
content elements of songs and sounds of work in the Rasht markets.
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