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Abstract

The abduction of a girl by a demon, her imprisonment, and the request for
sexual intercourse are among the themes of the type 467 in oral legends
(according to the Arne-Thomson World List), as observed in the myth of The
Lazy. This study employs a descriptive - analytical approach. In the story,
the girl's blood falls into the water and turns into a flower. The mythological
concept could be found in the story of Kiomers in Bandahesh and the growth
of the rhubarb from his sperm. The demon, who always asks the girl for
sexual intercourse in such stories, is a symbol of human being rejected by
the society for his immoral behavior. He, now, wants to return to the society
by sleeping with another human. The girl, who can be regarded as a symbol
of the society, refuses to accept the demon's request in order to prevent the
demon from entering the society, and in this way, she seeks to save the
society. When the hero arrives, he discovers the life glass of the demon and
destroys the demon. In this context, the study aims to explain the behavior of
the demon.

Keywords: Oral legends type 467; lazy; demon; growing plant from the
human's blood; immoral traits. .

1. This article is extracted from the PhD dissertation of the first author, titled Demons in
Myths of Iran and the World: A Comparative Analysis of Demons in Myths of Iran,
Germany, India, and African-Americans
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Research background

No specific study could be found on the oral legend type 467. However,
Marzloph (1997) has introduced this type in his book Classification of
Iranian Stories, but has not given an analysis of its contents. Zolfaghari
(2018) in Popular Fiction Literature introduced the legend of Akchelak,
which is another version of the legend of The Lazy. Many articles and books
have been written about the demon, its types, and performance. In her book
Iranian Demonology, Ebrahimi (2018) has introduced and studied the types
of demons in the Iranian culture. Tabatabaei (1964) studied the demon in the
Iranian culture and the semantic changes of this concept among Iranians.

Aims, questions and hypotheses

Analyzing themes is a way to understand legends. Through interpreting the
themes of the legends, one can understand their hidden meanings and
become acquainted with the beliefs and convictions of the people. In this
research, we try to gain a better understanding of this type by interpreting
common themes in the myths of type 467. The study seeks to answer the
following questions: Why did the demon abduct and prison the girl in a
place? Why is the demon trying to have sex with the girl? Why is the
demon's life glass in the animals' bodies?

The study will show that in this category of myths, the demon is a human
being who has been excluded from the society but seeks to rejoin. He wants
to be prepared for his presence in the society through sexual intercourse, but
the girl, who is a symbol of the society, opposes this and wants to prevent
the demon from entering the society.

Discussion

When Iranians and Indians lived together, they worshiped the same gods: the
Asuras and the Daewas. With the separation of Iranians and Indians from
each other, fundamental changes were formed in the beliefs of these two
groups. In Iran, the Asuras maintained its divine status and the Daewas
degraded to a level of anti-god. However, in India, the exact opposite
happened. The Daewas maintained its divine status, and the Asuras was
degraded to the level of anti-god. According to the above explanations, it
could be realized that a group of demons in Iranian culture were in fact gods
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who were reduced from their divine status. Other groups of demons can be
generally considered as saboteurs and demons. "In cultures, demons are
considered a kind of evil" (Moein, 2005, p. 246). Also, Iranians called the
followers of the non-Mazda religions as demons. "The demon has been
attributed to people who stood by their old religions and resisted against the
new one (Mazdisna)" (Ebrahimi, 2018, p. 29). Moreover, evil people have
been called demons. For example, a sodomite is known as a demon.

The findings show that the demon in legend type 467 is a human being
who has been excluded from the society due to his immoral traits. By
abducting the girl, he seeks sexual intercourse with her and wants to prepare
himself for his re-entry into the society. But the girl, who is a symbol of the
society, does not comply with her wishes. When the hero enters the legend,
the girl cleverly asks the demon where the glass of his life is, and when the
demon's glass is found, the hero destroys it. The glass of demon's life, in this
type, is usually in the belly of an animal such as fish, cow, dog, or deer, all
of which have a high status in the Iranian and many other cultures. For
example, "in the beliefs of the Asian countries, fish is considered a symbol
of purity and life, and in some religions, this creature has found a religious
symbol". One of the objects Iranians put on the table is goldfish” (Zolfaghari
& Shiri, 2016, p. 996). The location of the life glass of a wicked creature like
a demon in the belly of a holy creature shows the sanctity of the gods for
Iranians in their distant past.

Conclusion

Stealing a girl, imprisoning her, and beheading her is one of the acts
attributed to the demon in the oral legends of type 467. The demon in such
stories usually asks the girl for sex. Sex is a way for a person to socialize. In
fact, with this request, the demon seeks to be accepted in the society. The
demon glass is found in the body of a fish (sometimes a dog or a deer), all of
which are of special importance in Zoroastrianism. The placement of the life
glass of a demonic creature (according to the Zoroastrian religion) in the
body of the holy creatures is a strange and remarkable point and may be a
reason that despite the efforts of the Zoroastrian priests to contaminate the
face of devas, they still believed implicitly in the sanctity of the devas.
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