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Abstract

"The Story of “Shahre Sangestan’’ is one of the most famous poems
of Mehdi Akhavan Sales. The story turns around the narration of a
city where all its inhabitants have changed into stone and are looking
for a way to save them. Among the characters in this poem are two
pigeons who know the story of Shahriyar and give him a way to free
himself. In this research, by content analysis method, the origin of the
"loss of consciousness of the bird" in Persian and folk tales (370 folk
tales and one hundred love collection) was studied. Taking into
consideration these cases, the authors have tried to divide this content
into three categories: 1. the revealed history of the hero according to
bird, 2. Recognizing the magic properties of the tree according to bird;
3. Girl’s transformation to tree whose first structure is closer to
Akhavan's poetry. There are examples similar to Akhavan's narrative,
especially in popular narratives that can provide a clear background
for the reconstruction of Akhavan's poetry in the story of the
"Sangestan tale”. Although two examples of this content have been
reconstructed in Persian antique and official literature; but the occult’s
function of bird in "Sangestan tale” is more similar to folk tales than
other functions and its frequency is higher in folk tales. Given the fact
that Akhavan shows his interest to folk literature, his borrowing in the
article entitled “Shahre Sangestan ", which is the basis of this article,
IS more acceptable.

Keywords: Folk literature, Akhavan Sales, "Sangestan tale", helper
animals, and bird’s occult
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