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Abstract:

In animal metaphors, different characteristics of human beings are
described either abusively or affectionately in different morho-
syntactic structures. This article aims to investigate the use of animal
names in Gilaki (Eshkevarat variety) in addressing people both
abusively and affectionately within the framework of cognitive
approach. A researcher- made questionnaire was used to collect the
data. One hundred native speakers were selected as the sample based
on cluster random sampling regardless of age and gender. Structured
interview was employed since the sample was not educated enough to
fill out the questionnaire. In this structured interview, questions such
as the use or the lack of the use of the animal name in addressing
people (males or females), abusive or affectionate use, and describing
the situation by providing an example were raised about 58 animal
names. Comparing the results of this study with the results of those
carried out on animal metaphors in other languages indicate some
similarities and differences. The similarities are the result of a
universal motivation which can be explained within the framework of
Embodiment theory. Also, context awareness, physical environment,
and cultural context can be regarded as the main the reasons for the
special use of animal metaphors in Gilaki.Human addressing and
animal metaphors in Gilaki.

Key words: metaphor, endearment and abuse, Gilaki, animal,
simile
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