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Abstract

Akhbar al-Bilad wa Akhbar al-lbad, authored by Zakari ya ibn
Muh ammad Qazwi ni , is a geographical text from the 7th century
AH that aims to present a depiction of the seven regions and the
culture and beliefs of their inhabitants, drawing on numerous sources.
Among the transmitted popular cultures, the verification rituals are
noteworthy. The author, who is also a judge, provides examples of
these rituals, most of which are considered to trial by ordeal, such as
the belief in the purifying properties of water and fire (Cold Water and
Hot Iron), verification related to legitimacy (passing through a cave
opening or mountain crevice), and sacred places and objects. The
current study aims to examine and mention the background of these
practices in various cultures and nations while also highlighting their
continuity in later times, and so that proposing them as universal
archetypes with symbolic dimensions.
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Research Background

No specific studies were found regarding the examination of popular
culture in "Athar al-Bilad" (and particularly its judicial rituals);
however, general research has been conducted on these rituals.
Pourdavood extensively discusses trial by ordeal among various
peoples in his scholarly article "The Oath,” published in Visperad,
alongside references to Avestan and Pahlavi texts. Rasouli's book
Mythological Rituals of Var explores the origins and manifestations of
Var in global cultures, especially Iran. Sabatochi's work "Ordeal
(Divine Test or Var Ritual)" and Hasani's series of articles titled
"Ordeal" also investigate this ritual and its various forms.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The book Athar al-Bilad is considered a valuable resource for
studying popular culture. Given the author's role as a judge and his use
of numerous credible ancient sources, the mention of verification
rituals within this book becomes significant. The aim of this research
is to enumerate these rituals and analyze them from various
anthropological perspectives. The study seeks to answer the following
questions: What is the background and deep structure of these rituals
and their symbolism? Have these rituals continued to exist up to the
present day? Have they been practiced in a broader geographical
context than what Qazwini described?

Discussion

In examining verification rituals in Athar al-Bilad, it becomes evident
that most of these rituals have mythological/religious roots and have
been accepted and practiced across various cultures for centuries.
Ancient peoples regarded “"water" and "fire" as having purifying
properties; thus, they entrusted judgment and verification to them.
This " Trial by ordeal,” known as the "Var" test in Pahlavi texts, was
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conducted when parties lacked sufficient evidence to prove their
claims; they would then leave judgment to God and verify through the
Var test (Trial by ordeal), hoping that the rightful party would prevail.
This form of verification was also common among Western nations,
referred to as "ordeal” (Pourdavoud, 1978, pp. 150-161). The ordeal
was executed through two methods: cold Var (with water) and hot Var
(with fire), in various forms. Among the most famous divine tests
were removing heated iron, crossing (or sinking into) a river, an\ duel,
all mentioned by Qazwini. Crossing a mountain crevice or cave
opening was also associated with rebirth and linked to many cultures'
reverence for mountains as being closer to heaven (Heaven). The
belief in verifying this natural element to prove legitimacy has been
recorded up until recent times in various regions. Alongside natural
elements, some artifacts with sacred manifestations have been
emphasized in verification rituals: sacred places (mosques,
synagogues, etc.) have historically been seen as prominent sites for
divine manifestation and power; seeking refuge there for judgment
continues to this day. Other mentioned rituals include verification
among the Israelites with Solomon's staff, divination among the
Tatars, and sword fighting (dueling) among Christians in Rome,
which persisted in Western culture until recent centuries. In all these
verifications, there is a common theme of leaving final judgment to
the heaven (Trial by ordeal).

Conclusion

In Athar al-Bilad, several verification rituals are noted that have very
ancient origins and can still be found today in Iran and other parts of
the world: the story of judges from Babylon mentioned by Qazwini
among water-based verification rituals has mythological roots in
Mesopotamia and is referenced in Hammurabi's code and even older
laws (Badamchi, 2013, p. 105). From a symbolic perspective,
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emerging from water can symbolize rebirth, purity, and election. In
another test, individuals accused of witchcraft were thrown into water;
this practice is also recorded in ancient Mesopotamian laws and later
in India and Europe. Fire (hot Ordeal) represents another verification
test: Zoroaster's truth was tested by casting molten metal on him, an
event also noted in Pahlavi sources. Another mentioned practice
involves lifting heated iron for a set duration likely rooted in Eastern
Iranian territories (India and China). The crossing through a cave
opening or mountain crevice for proving legitimacy has been noted,;
this belief still exists today in some areas of Iran. This crossing
symbolizes entering the womb of the earth (the origin of worldly
femininity) and rebirth associated with freedom and passage of spirit
into the higher realm (Eliade, 1993, p. 194). Qazwini names sacred
places where disputing parties swore oaths to demonstrate their
truthfulness. According to Eliade's perspective, these places have
transcended from worldly domains to spiritual realms due to being
sites of divine power manifestation; thus they are seen by believers as
judges capable of distinguishing truth from falsehood (Eliade, 2014,
pp. 194-196).
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