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Asli and Karam are among the Turkish oral love stories that have been staeﬁ@arfu,aclirg

popular among the people of Iran, Caucasus, Central Asia and Asia
Minor. The action of discourse, space creation, characterization,
which are interconnected with the plot of this oral story shows its
coherent narrative structure. Today, narratology is one of the most
influential and successful fields under structuralism. In this research,
we have analyzed the narrative chains, action pattern and semantic
square in the main story of Asli and Karam throug qualitative and
quantitative analysis using library and documentary methods and
based on Grimas's theory of narratology. Our findings show that this
story has a consistent plot, and six components of Grimas'
narratological action model have a meaningful match with the
narrative components in it.
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Research background

Although few but valuable studies have been done about the story of
Asli and Karam, but our there is no research that examines the story of
Asli and Karam based on Grimas's narratology. Following, we
mention some studies about this story. Rasmi and Rasmi (2016) have
examined the history of the story and its theme and common concepts
prevailing in the story. A comparative study of Laili and Majnoon
with Asli and Karam of Azerbaijan was written by Arian, et al. (2015)
in which they examined the subject, concepts and commonalities of
both stories and have pointed out the influence of the story Asli and
Karam by Lili and Majnoon of Nizami. Intertextual reading of the
love story Asli and Karam (change and evolution, the hero's role in a
literary tradition) was investigated by Torabi and Akbarpouran (2015).
In this article, by looking at the oral tradition of Turkish culture and
literature from the perspective of historical and social studies, the
authors have examined the change and evolution of characterization in
the story Asli and Karam.

Objectives, questions, hypotheses

The aim of this research is to analyze the structure and narratology of
the story Asli and Karam as a popular and old work of Turkish oral
literature and to measure its reading capacity with Grimas narrative
pattern. The present research answers the following questions. What is
the narrative theme of the story Asli and Karam? To what extent can
the story Asli and Karam be read with the structural analysis of
Grimas's action pattern? What is the course of the narration of Asli
and Karam based on narrative chains?
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Our assumption is that the beginning, middle and end of the story
of Asli and Karam has a consistent design and color. The narrative
structure of this story can be read based on Grimas pattern. The
narrative chain of this story moves from negative to positive and vice
versa.

The main discussion

The literary term used for the structure of the narrative is plot (Azar,
2014, p. 35). Every narrative must have a consistent plot. In Asli and
Karam, the beginning of the story begins with a stable situation, and
the middle of the story continues with knots and instabilities until the
plot finds a stable situation at the end. According to Grimas, there are
six actors at the base of all narratives, which form three related pairs:
sender + receiver, subject + target, helper + competitor”" (Tolan, 2007,
p. 150). The compatibility of six models of Grimas in the story of Asli
and Karam is as follows: Sender: love and affection of Karam; active
agent: Karam; goal and object of value: obtaining the Asli; supporting
actor: Sufi, the Christian rulers of the two cities of Qaisaria and
Aleppo; hindering actor: Qaramlik; receiver: Asli and the beloved.
Grimas places the developments that make up the narratives in three
categories: executive chain, covenant or contractual chain,
dissociative or transitional chain. The story begins with the separation
of Asli and ends with the death of Karam. The coherence and balance
of the narrative is dominant in the story. "Dual oppositions are the
most basic concept in structuralism, because the basis of human
thinking is based on this foundation. In literary works, one should
look for these contrasts” (Shamisa, 2004, p.182). The whole axis of
the story Asli and Karam revolves around the dual contrast of
separation and connection.
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Conclusion

By reading the story of Asli and Karam based on Grimas's narrative
model, the characters of this story have a meaningful correspondence
with the six components of action. In the design and plot of the story,
the beginning, middle and end of the story have a narrative indicating
a favorable and coherent situation. In this story, the separation of
Karam from Asli, the attempt of Karam to reach Asli, the temporary
connection between Asli and Karam, the parting with the death of
Karam and then the death of Asli for reaching Karam in the other
world, all show that the whole story revolves around the dual
confrontations of separation and rejoin, which show a coherent
semantic square in the structure of the story. Based on the syntactic
structure of the narrative, the executive, contractual, and disjunctive
chains in the story were investigated. As a result, the story moves
from negative to positive and vice versa. The story begins with Asli
separation and ends with Karam's death. The coherence and balance of
the narrative is dominant in the story. Finally, the story of Asli and
Karam has a significant consistency based on the model of Grimas
from the point of view of narratology and structural analysis.
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