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“The Tale of King Numan and His Sons” is one of the captivating and saeedvaeggg@g?na“,com

multi-layered stories from the One Thousand and One Nights
collection. On its surface layer, the tale portrays the historical theme
of war between Muslims and Christians. Zat al-Dawahi, the main
female character, disguised as a male religious figure, conceals her
gender and religion, deceiving the Muslim army. Socially, the story
primarily focuses on her feminine cunning, ultimately leading to her
comeuppance. However, on a deeper layer, when viewed through an
archetypal lens, the tale reflects the societal lack of anima (the
feminine element) and illustrates the collective conscious and
unconscious fragmentation, confirming this theme through the rule of
two kings over one realm at the tale’s end. The descriptive-analytical
research method based on library sources has been employed.
Archetypally, Zat al-Dawahi is a negative “anima (exemplary
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mother)” who, at times throughout the story, dons a “veil” and vividly
illustrates the societal shadows. Albeit, with a slight change in
perspective on the roles and positions of characters, she can also be
considered a “trickster hero”. Zat al-Dawahi represents the women of
her society: those whose feminine traits (love) have been disregarded
in a patriarchal system and marginalized. Consequently, her masculine
element (animus) is activated, and due to her animosity, she manifests
herself as vengeful, fearless, ruthless, and cunning.

Keywords: One Thousand and One Nights; psychoanalytic critique;
socio-cultural critique; Zat al-Dawahi, The Tale of King Numan and
His Sons.

Research Background

Extensive research has been conducted on the cunning of the women
of One Thousand and One Nights and their male disguise, and some
of the stories in this book have been interpreted through an archetypal
lens. Among the valuable works addressing our story, the book Love
and Sorcery by Samini can be mentioned and Ibrahimi’s paper on
women’s strategies in One Thousand and one Nights that highlights
the tricks of the witch Zat al-Dawahi with social and religious
perspectives. Furthermore, Moradian Ghobadi has analyzed the
semiotic aspects of the story’s characters in a paper. Given its
background, this story and its negative character have not been
analyzed from an archetypal perspective.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

“One Thousand and one Nights” has evolved into its current form
over successive centuries, incorporating various ethnicities have added
their cultures, worldviews, customs, desires, fears, and concerns to it
and transferring it to the next generation, thus making it a valuable
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source from an archetypal perspective for analyzing and exploring the
collective human psyche. This study is aimed at psychoanalyzing the
tale of “king Numan” based on Jungian theories in order to gain a
deeper and more diverse understanding of the story.

The present research aims to address the questions below:

1. What were the socio-cultural objectives of Zat al-Dawahi in
adopting male attire?

2. What are the archetypal functions of Zat al-Dawahi as both an anti-
hero and a hero in the story?

Main Discussion

The most villainous character in this tale is a non-Muslim (Christian)
woman who, by dressing in clothing of God’s men, disguises her
feminine identity and wicked intentions, resulting in the deaths of
many Muslims. Although Zat al-Dawahi’s actions are reactive to male
oppression, her voice remains unheard in a patriarchal society holding
a negative view towards women. This story, aligned with the
foundational narrative of One Thousand and One Nights, highlights
the consequences of neglect and marginalization of women, both
socially and psychologically. From an archetypal perspective, two
prominent animas play significant roles in the tale, effectively
representing two sides of the same coin: Queen Abrizeh (symbolizing
the anima as beloved) and the old woman Zat al-Dawahi (symbolizing
the negative anima). The positive anima is killed off and eliminated
from the story, allowing the negative anima to surface, deceiving men
and leading them to their deaths. The adoption of male attire can be
regarded as a manifestation of the animus (masculine psyche) in Zat
al-Dawahi. By masquerading as male, she aligns herself with men and
reflects the shadows of society. These “shadows” are the dark aspects
of personality that are counterparts to dreamers/heroes in dreams and
myths (Von Franz, 1974, p. 20). In a society where men view
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themselves as superior and see evil and wrongdoing in others’
existence, they essentially project their shadows. “When collective
shadow projection occurs, it brings disastrous consequences, inflicting
horrific damage on social texture” (Franz & Edinger, 2002, pp. 29-
30). In this tale, during war and anger and hatred towards other
religions, as well as the humiliation and violence against women,
collective shadow projection is demonstrated.

Conclusion

Psychologically, the text depicts a fragmented society, with its
conscious connection to the unconscious severed, a society that has
failed to establish a positive and effective relationship with the
feminine spirit. Even the removal of the negative anima did not
contribute to unity (psychologically). According to the tale, the
primary victim of unconscious neglect is the conscious community
itself. It portrays a society where men are controlled by their negative
anima, drowning in their childish desires and selfishness, and women,
dominated by the archetype of animus, strive to have masculine status
and function. The apparent cohesion and solidarity at the end of the
story mask an unhealthy collective psyche within society.
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. unconscious
. archetype
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. animus

. persona

. personality
. shadow

. self
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