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Abstract

This article aims to introduce one of the characteristics of the oral
tradition in the Persian epic based on the achievements of the theory
of oral expression. Therefore, it focused on battle tools and extracted
their types and frequency. It selected Haft Lashkar scroll and the
Shahnameh narration scroll as examples of oral epics, and Shahnameh
and Shahryarnameh as examples of poetic epics, and in the process of
this research, it also explored the prominence and fame of epic battle
tools due to their attribution to kings and warriors, country/city,
totemic animals, as well as exaggeration of weight and power. The
poets of the epic writers/narrators have these special martial tools in
the form and construction of "“form statements™ in the treasure of their
minds and have naturally and unconsciously introduced them in the
stage of composing the epic. The most important achievement of this
research, in addition to the introduction of battle tools as "epic
template statements”, is that the difference in the frequency and
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variety of battle tools between the texts of epic verses and the scrolls
of narrative, as well as the use of battle tools in texts before and at the
same time as the Shahnameh, such as Yadgar Zariran, Rudaki's poems
, Farrokhi Sistani, etc., shows that first of all, "epic battle tools style
statements” are a legacy of the oral tradition of Persian epics, and the
poets of epics/narrators, even Ferdowsi, have no role in inventing
them. Moreover, the narrative scrolls were not only influenced by the
poetic epic texts, but oral narratives also played a role in their
formation.

Keywords: Verbal expression; battle tool; epic format statement; Haft
Lashkar (Tomar Jame Naghalan); Tomar Naghali Shahnameh;
Shahnameh; Shahryarnameh.

Statement of the problem and research questions

It is obvious that the written epic is undoubtedly linked to the oral
epic, and the tool that connects the two is the mind of the epic
writer/narrator. This is a treasure of the heritage of the epic oral
tradition that is preserved person to person in the context of Persian
national and epic stories and some of them in the form of narrative
strategies, a formulaic and repetitive structure, reaching the epic
poet/narrator and during the composition of the epic. The description
of the battle unconsciously flows on their tongues from that treasure
(Davidson, 1988, p. 272; Khaleghi Motlagh, 2016, p. 70). Now, at
this turning point in the history of epics, it is not far from expected
that some of these huge sources of oral epics entered the written epics
and continued to exist in a new format.

This research is precisely concerned with this stage of the
evolution of the epic, and considering that the battle is the most central
part of the epic and the most important element that forms it, therefore
the battle tool has a special place among its poets/narrators. It is
possible that the epic battle tools go back to a long-standing tradition
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that entered the epic through the mind of the poet/narrator in the form

of a formal statement at the stage of being written. Therefore, the

focus of this research is on epic battle tools, posing the following

questions:

1. Which weapons are prominent and famous in Persian epic texts?
What is the reason for its prominence and fame?

2. Are the epic battle tools made by the mind of the poet/narrator of
the epic or are they a legacy left from the oral epic tradition?

Literature review

Many studies have been published in the form of books, theses, and
articles with the same scope, most of which are about Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh and the result is a list of battle tools, without any analysis.
Therefore, none of these studies have entered the selected sources and
the target issue of this research. Nonetheless, some of the most
important ones are Akbar Amna (2002), and Hosseinzadeh Bandghiri
(2010).

A series of articles are written by Pourdawood on the subject of
"Saddle Tools" (1345), "Bludgeon™ (1966), "Bow and Arrow" (1967)
and "Flakhon™ (1968), and also one by Yahagghi (1990). There are
some other related studies such as Sarkarati (1975), Harper (1990),
Bagheri (1997), and Ghaemi (2012),

Discussion

All kinds of battle tools are used in the epic, in such a way that you
can find few verses in poetic texts and few lines in scrolls that do not
contain battle tools such as bludgeon, sword, arrow, lasso, etc. But
what this research seeks to introduce is not all those battle tools, but
the introduction of species that have become prominent and famous
due to having four special features as follows:
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1. Battle tools attributed to kings and warriors such as Sam's
bludgeon, 2. Martial tools attributed to the country/city such as Indian
blade/sword, 3. Martial tools attributed to totemic animals such as
bull-like bludgeon, 4. Martial tools expressing exaggeration of weight
and power such as bludgeon/ Perpendicular quarterstaff.

Conclusion

"Battle tools" are types of "epic template statements” in a short
structure that the epic poets/narrators learned from the ancient
tradition of oral epics and accumulated in the treasure of their minds.
They entered them to the written epic in the compilation stage. This
research achieved two important results. First, the “epic battle tools™
used in the written Persian epic in the structure of a short statements is
a legacy of the oral tradition of the Persian epic. Therefore, epic
poets/narrators, even Ferdowsi, have no role in creating them. Another
thing is that the narrative scrolls were not only influenced by the epic
texts but also by the oral narratives.
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