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Fatalism in Iranian Stories with an Emphasis on
Hormozghan Stories
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Research Background

Due to the extent and importance of determinism, this issue has
attracted the attention of researchers. Nikobakht (2009) reviewed
Molavi's Masnavi and concluded that Molavi believed in both
predestination and free will. Golanbari and Azizifar (2020) examined
the reflection of Zurvanism beliefs in Darab Nameh and the story of
Hamzeh, and in a part of it, they pointed out inevitable fate in these
stories, which, according to the researchers, is influenced by
Zurvanism beliefs. The literature review showed no independent
research in the field of predestination and free will in folktales.

Objectives, questions, and assumptions

The present article seeks to investigate the deterministic view in the
folktales of Hormozghan province, from perspectives such as the
roots and reasons for the spread of this idea, those quarreling fate, the
degree of fit between fate and an individual's competence, the issues
supported by fate, among others. This article shows the position of
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predestination and free will in the folklore literature of Hormozghan
and the areas of interest. It asks what the predominant opinion is in
these two categories, whether fate and deterministic insights are to
help the positive characters of the stories or the negative characters,
and whether there is a way to change the inevitable fate. A descriptive
analytical method was conducted based on library studies. The
investigated stories were collected from sources such as theses and
books that collected the folktales of Hormozghan province. The
stories were categorized and analyzed according to the topic, and the
reasons for the tendency to predestination or free will were
investigated according to the narration of the story.

Discussion

In popular culture, fate casts a shadow on human life. Happiness,
misery, and the fate of man have been determined in eternity.
Deterministic view has also affected the structure of the story. One of
the characteristics of folktales is considered to be weak plot
(Mirsadeghi, 2015, p. 30). The poor plot of the stories may be related
to belief in fate, i.e. wherever there is a pre-determined fate, the
normal and logical causes are made unimportant and the cause-and-
effect relationship of the events is not considered. Good fortune
sometimes does not fit with a person's ability and competence, and if
fate favors someone, his actions will have positive and very significant
results in his life. The so-called lack of proportion occasionally creates
a humorous atmosphere in some stories. This function can be
observed in the story of the cowardly man (Abbasi et al., 2014, pp. 75-
78). However, fate supports positive and good-minded heroes most of
the time and also explains a moral proposition. Fate is one of the main
characters of some stories in folktales and does not have a passive
presence. It determines the course of the story by setting different
events and situations, and finally fate becomes the hero of the story
with the victory of the character in question. Fate is hidden in the life
of some story characters, and no one is aware of the fate set for them,
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and sometimes it also deceives them. The most frequent topic in these
stories is marriage and predetermined sustenance and livelihood.

Conclusion

In these stories, fate is present as an active and powerful fictional
character or as a judge and drives the story course forward as he
wants. The major part of the story is the narration of fate's conflict
with negative characters, and the final victory is achieved by
characters supported by fate. In these stories, sometimes the ability of
a person is not important to show the power and importance of fate.
To elaborate on the power of fate, the king is sometimes placed
against fate as the most powerful force on earth to manifest the
dominance and ability of fate. It bolds the role of fate although it is
one of the weak factors of plot in these stories and the weakening of
the logical connection between actions. In most cases, predestination
has a religious root, according to which, the fate of every human being
is determined by Allah and is unchangeable. Determinism is expressed
in simple language without logical and philosophical arguments in
these stories and is mixed with superstitions. The most frequent theme
in the stories based on fatalism is marriage and the bond of the lover
and the beloved, bestowing the story an atmosphere admired by the
public.
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