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Negative Teachings in Some Persian Proverbs

Mohammad Akbar Sepahi*!

Introduction

Research background

Proverbs is one of the most widely used fields of research in Iranian
popular literature studies, and in line with the present article, the
following studies can be mentioned. Zulfagari (2013) in his article on
“family and family relations in Persian proverbs” analyzed the
proverbs of different dialects in terms of family relations and the
norms of these relationships in the proverbs of some regions. He has
also examined the norms of these relationships in the proverbs of
some regions. Masoumi and Rahiminjad (2013) have discussed the
prevalence of gender proverbs and have come to the conclusion that
the prevalence of this type of proverbs has been decreasing. Amin al-
Raaya et al. (2013) in the article “investigating the characteristics
attributed to women in Persian proverbs” have addressed this issue
with statistics. Pourazimi and Ghahramiarshad (2013) in the article
have investigated this feature in Persian proverbs, and Hussinzadeh et
al. (2016) also criticized some proverbs in terms of in/consistency
with religious teachings in the article “the truthfulness of parables in
Persian prose texts in relation to religious teachings”.

Goals, questions, assumptions

Negative proverbs and their teachings exist in oral or written culture
whether we like it or not, so examining them and talking about them
never means ignoring the positive side of the rest of the proverbs. In
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this research, proverbs with regards to their dark side and negative
teachings have been examined and analyzed. Obviously, the negative
aspects of proverbs are not only limited to those mentioned in this
article, nor are the proverbs with an inappropriate educational and
cultural aspect.

Main discussion

The fame of instructive proverbs makes them last, but with the passing
of time and changing conditions of societies, some standards of good
and bad also change. With the change of society's conditions, new
views and thoughts appear, and the views and thoughts of the past are
modified or perhaps some negative views are rejected and forgotten,
but many of the modified opinions of the past are still used as
proverbs and ironies. This can be seen in many negative superstitions
and proverbs. The durability of the final and more established forms
of these elements of popular culture is greater after emergence of
written texts, especially high-quality literary texts.

In Persian proverbs, sometimes the names of lands or tribes living
in those lands are mentioned mockingly. It is possible that the initial
origin of such proverbs was a story, humor, joke or a special incident
or any other similar factor. Even the need for rhyme or verbal music
may be the most important factor in the emergence of some of these
proverbs, but anyway, such proverbs are common in language.
Another group are proverbs that make fun of certain physical
conditions or physical defects. The scope of allegory and negative
symbolization for social characters reaches the point where even
family roles are made into negative symbols.

Conclusion
Just as the educational aspect of proverbs is their positive aspect,
negative teachings such as humiliation and irony or justifying moral

30


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN:2423-7000
Vol. 11, No. 52

September- October 2023
Research Article

b <

AT

vices are their negative aspect. In this article, we have seen that
geographic territories, like other concepts that humans deal with, may
be mocked. Also, ethnic diversity sometimes caused competition and
boasting, and sometimes ridiculed each other, which can be seen in
various forms, including proverbs. The result of the interactions of
some religious people with each other can be seen in the form of
proverbs containing mockery and ridicule of each other. The most
ridiculous religious confrontations in popular literature and Persian
proverbs are related to proverbs that contrast believers and
unbelievers. In addition to mockery, there are some proverbs that
justify moral vices, including proverbs that have become popular in
justifying determinism. These moral vices will cause intellectual and
social tyranny, which is also a justification for humiliation and
hypocrisy, and we see many examples of this type of proverbs in
Persian.
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