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Analytical Evaluation and Etymology of Symbolic
Masks (Borge) in Iranian Ancient Culture and
Literature

Mohammad Aref’!

Background

According to the records, a large number of researchers and authors
have written valuable works in the field of masks and masking, but
none of them have evaluated it with the current method in this study.
At present, a complete description of Iranian ancient masks is
available by renovation of drama ritual of Galle Charan and Koosse
Gardi respectively in Iran and Barigentan of Caucasus and Armenia.
Vermaseren has written that Zarathustra disagreed with religious
rituals of Mehris and prohibited any blooding and cow sacrifice as
well as using Houm intoxicating plant. (Vermaseren, 2007, P. 18).
Harotonian has written that the word Barigendan includes two words
of “Bar” meaning kindness and “Gentan” meaning live and creative.
Ayvaziyan has written that Barigentan has been introduced to other
languages as an Armenia word such as Kurdish and Oodi (a Caucasian
languages and different dialects of Turkish language (Ayvaziyan and
Asatorian, 1996, pp. 272-273). This study intends to analysis the real
origin of symbolic masks (Borge).

Questions
The study focuses on the following questions:
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1-What is the origin of symbolic masks (Borge) in Iranian culture and
literature?

2-What is the meaning of Borge and which applications it has in
Iranian culture and literature?

3-What are the roles of females and sexuality in relevant rituals of
Borge and crow?

4-Has Borge entered into religion from canvas and/or from religion
into myth and/or from myth into both of them?

Discussion

The above-mentioned assumption would be more real due to the
presence of Mithraism masks (Borge) in more than half of world
countries (26 countries under governance of Iranian Emperor)
including ancient Rom (at Italian Ostia Port), Babel, Mesopotamia,
Transoxiana, Egypt, Spain, Van at Armenia, Middle Asia, Caucasia
and an important part of current Europe. Mask-removing ceremony of
Parsua Youngs was common from the 2" millennium BC up to
Mithraism culture & art at Achaemenid period and it has been
prohibited upon the rise of Zoroastrian religion and collapse of
Achaemenid and governance of Zoroastrian, accordingly. Then, it has
been changed into a luxury and decorative product. Sometimes, it was
worn just for more face beauty, amusement, formality and /or just for
removing any disasters.

At present, an important part of Kazeroon Architecture is named as
Bergin and/or Abchok. It seems that the meaning purpose of Borge is
originated from Bergin. The eyebrows of women, in Kazeroon culture
and dialect is named as “Borge” and “Boorge”. In fact, the geometric
form of Borge has a meaningful sign of the eyebrows of women and
upstairs of the houses. Also “Borm” is used for naming eyebrow by
Booshehr women and men. Baregentan is recognized as “Borge” in
Arabic language. There are lots of usages of “Borge” at Afghanistan,
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Hormozgan, Qeshm, Kish, neighboring countries of Persian Gulf and
other areas throughout Iran and the world. Borge is named as Borka,
Batooleh, Patooreh, Patri and/or Batri in stated areas. The real reason
of naming Borge as “Batooleh” is that “Batal” means abstinence. In
fact, the real cultural and spiritual characteristic of Borkeh was
“Splendor of God” as a Mithraism origin. Iranian Mithraism rituals
have distributed to 26 sub-states under governance of Achaemenid and
Parthians.

Conclusion

According to the results, it was revealed that Iranian symbolic masks
(Borge) had Mithraism origin related to Zorvan period. Naming of
masks as “Borge” may be related to Persian culture & literature of
pre-Achaemenid and as the first step of accepting Mithraism rituals by
Parsua adolescences which was put on forehead up to nose of
adolescences by the great Persian Man. In Iranian culture, wearing
such a symbolic coverage means receipt of holy degree by a young
man and finding a great position as well. Upon the entrance of
Zoroastrian religion, Borga lost its mystical aspect but continued its
clear and hidden applications for threatening, asking rain and
appreciating metaphysical forces, worship of crow, feast of shepherds,
symbolic formalities, amusement, female decorative items, and
formalities.
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Figure 1: The golden face of Kalmakare, Flak Al-Aflak Museum
(Khosravi et al., 2013, p. 148).
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Figure 3: Achaemenid gold Borge/mask in Kalmakare Cave in Pol
dokhtar. Lorestan National Museum of Ancient Iran
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Figure 4: Berka-clad women of Hormuz Islands Iran.
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Figures 5 and 6: Figure of a woman, 3500 BC, Cernauda, Romania,
ceramic material, height 11.5 cm, National Museum of Antiquities,
Bucharest (Jensen, 2008, p. 16) clay mask, Belonging to the prehistoric era,
the Bible Museum (Sultan Kashfi, 2013, p. 17).
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Figure 7: Cylindrical stone seal in Tappe Yahiya. Dance with simache.
Estimated age of 2500 to 3000 BC (Afshar, 2018, p. 73).
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